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THE 



P R E F A C R 



TO illuftrate the following poem, to ■in- 
dicate the fubjeft from the ceniure of 
improbability, and to (hew by the 
concurring e\ddence of the beft hiftorians, that 
fuch difinterefted public virtue did once exift, I 
have thought, it would not be improper to 
prefix the fiibfequent narration. 

While Darius, the fether of Xerxes, was 
yet on the throne of Perfia, Cleomenes and 
Denjaratus were kings in Lacedasmon, both 
defcended from Hercules. Demaratus was un- 
fortunately expos'd by an uncertain rumour, 
which render'd his le^timacy fulpedled, to the 
A malice 
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ii T H E P R E F A C E. 

malice and treachery of his colleague, who had 
conceiv'd a perfonal refentment againft him j 
for Cleomenes taking advantage of this report, 
perfuaded the Spartans to examine into the 
birth of Demaratus, and refer the difficulty to 
the oracle of Delphi } and was affiflied in his 
perfidious defigns by a near relation of Dema- 
ratus, nam'd Leotychides, who afpir'd to fuc- 
ceed him in his d^ity. Cleomenes found means 
to corrupt the prieftefs of Delphi, who declar'd 
Demaratus not legitimate. Thus by the bafe 
pra£^ices of his colleague Cleomenes, and his 
kinfinan Leotychides, Demaratus was expell'd 
from his office of king in the commonwealth, 
after having frequently fignaliz'd his valour in 
its fervice. He went into voluntary banifh- 
ment, and retiring to Afia was there proteSed 
by Darius ; while Leotychides fiicceeded to the 
regal authority in Sparta. Upon the death cf 
Cleomenes Leonidas was made king, who rul'd 
in conjun6lion with this Leotychides, when 
Xerxes, the fon of Darius, invaded Greece. The 
. ^ number 
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T M £ P R E F A C E. iii 

number of land and naval forces, which accom- 
panied that monarch, together with the fervants, 
women, and other ufual attendants on the army 
of an eaftem prince, amounted to upwards of 
five millions, as reported by Herodotus, who 
wrote within a few years after the event, and pub- 
licly redted his hiftory at the Olympic games. 
In diis general aflembly not only from Greece 
itfelf, but from every part of the world, where- 
ever a colony of Grecians was planted, had he 
greatly exceeded the truth, he muft certainly 
have been dete£):ed, and cenfor'd by fome a- 
mong fo great a multitude, and fuch a vo- 
luntary falfhood muft have entirely deftroy'd 
that merit and authority, which have procur'd 
to Herodotus the veneration of all pofterity, 
with the appellation of the father of hiftory. 
On the firft news of this attempt upon their li- 
berty a convention was immediately held at the 
Ifliinnis of Corinth, compos'd of deputies from 
the fe\'eral ftates cf Greece, to confult on proper 
meafures for the public fafety. The Spartans 
A a alfo 
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iv THE PREFACE. 

alfo fent meflengers to enquire of the orade at 
Delphi into the event of the war, who retum'd 
with an anfwer from the prieftefs of Apollo, 
that either a king deicended from Hercules- 
muft die, or Lacedaemon would be entirely de- 
ftroy'd, Leonidas inunediately oflfer'd to fa- 
crifice his life for the fafety of Lacedxmon, and 
marching to Thermopylae poflefe'd himfelf of 
that important pals with three hundred of his 
countrymen} who with the fisrces. of fome o-< 
ther cities in the Peloponnefus, tt^ther with 
the Thebans, Thefpians, and the troops of 
thole flates, which adjoin'd to Thermopylae,, 
compos'd an army of near eight thou&nd 
men. 

Xerxes was now advanced as iar, as: 
Theffalia ; when hearing, that a fmall body of 
Grecians was aflembled at Thermopybe, with 
(ome Lacedaemomans at their head, and among- 
the reft Leonidas, a defcendant of Hercules,, 
he difpatch'd a fingle hca'feman before to ob^ 

ferve 
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THE PREFACE. v 

ferve their numbers, and difcover their deiigns. 
When this horfeman approach'd, he could not 
take a view of the whole camp, which fay con- 
ceal'd behind a rampart formerly rais'd by the 
Phocjans at the entrance of Thermopylae} fo 
that his whole attention was employ'd on thofe, 
who were on guard before the wall, and who 
at that inftant chanc'd to be the Lacedsmo. 
nians, ' Their manner and geftures greatly af- 
toniih'd'the Perfian ; fome were amuling them- 
ielves in gyiiinaftic exercifes } others were comb- 
ing their Imir ; and all difcbver'd a total difregard 
of him, whom they (iiffer'd to depart without 
moleftation, and report to Xerxes, what he had 
feen: which appearing to that prince quite ri- 
diculous, he fent for Demaratus, who was 
with him in the camp, and requir'd him to ex- 
I^n this ftrange behaviour of his countrymen. 
Demaratus inform'd him, that it was a cuftom 
among the Spartans to comb down and ad- 
jiift; their hair, when they were determin'd to 
fight till the laft extremity. Xerxes notwidi. 

Handing 
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(landing in the confidence of his power fent am- 
baflSidors to the Grecians to demand their arms^ 
to bid them difperfe, and become his friends and 
allies; which propo&ls beii^ receiv'd with di£- 
dain, he commanded the Medes ami Saces^ to 
ieize on the Grecians, and bring them alive into 
his prefence. Thefe nations immediately at- 
tack'd the Grecians, and were foon repuk'd' 
with great {laug^r; fiefh troops (till fiicoeed- 
ed, but with.no better fortune dian the fatty, 
being oppos'd to an enemy not only (iiperiour 
in valour and relblution, but whp had the ad- 
vant^ of difcipline, and were (umifli'd with, 
better arms both o£feniive and defenfive. 

Plutarch kv his Laconic apoth^ms te- 
pOTts, diat the Periian king offer'd to inve(i 
Leonidas with the fevereignty of alt Greece, 
provided he would join his arms, to thofe of Pec-- 
(is. This oSer was too. confiderable a conde' 
fixQJion to have been made beforea ttyal of their 
force, and muft therefijis have been propos'd by 

Xerxes, 
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THE PREFACE. vii 

Xerxes, after luch a feries of ill fuccefe, as 
might probably have deprefe'd the infolence of 
his temper ; and it may be eafily fuppos'd, that 
the virtue of Leonidas was proof againfl: any 
temptations of that nature. Whether this be a 
fe<&, or not, thus much is certain, that Xerxes 
was reduc'd to extreme difficulties by tiiis refb- 
lute defence of Thermopylae ; till he was extri- 
cated from his dilheis by a Malian natti'd Epi- 
altes, who condudied twenty thoufand of die 
Perfian army into Greece through a pals, which 
lay higher up the country among the mountains 
of Oeta : whereas the paflage at Thermopyla: 
was fituated on the fea-ftiore between the end of 
thofe mountains and the Malian bay. The de- 
fence of the upper pals had been committed to 
a thoufand Phocians, who upon the firft fight 
of the enemy inconfiderately abandon'd their 
ftation, and put themfelves in array upon a 
neighbouring eminence ; but the Perfians wifely 
avoided an engagement, and with the utmoft 
expedition march'd to Thermopylae. Leonidas 
■i . ■ no 
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viii THE PREFACE. 

no fooner receiv'd information, that the Barba- 
rians had pafs'd the mountains, but he command- 
ed the allies to retreat, referving the three hundred 
Spartans, and four hundred Thebans, whom,' 
as they follow'd him with relu(^nce at firft, 
he now compell'd to ftay. But the Thefpians, 
whofe number amounted to feven hundred, 
would not be perfuaded by Leonidas to foriake 
him. Their commander was Demophilus, and 
the moft eminent amongft them for his va- 
lour was Dithyrambus. Among the Spartans 
the moft confpicuous next to Leonidas was Di- 
eneces, who being told, that the multitude of 
Perfian arrows would obfcure the fun, replied, 
the battle would then be in the Ihade. Two bro- 
thers named A Ipheus and Maron are alfo record- 
ed for their valour, and were Lacedasmonians. 
Megiftiasaprieft, by birth an Acamanian, re- 
fus'd to defert Leonidas, though intreated by 
him toconfult his fafety, and retirej but fent 
away his only fon, and remain'd himfelf be- 
hind to die with the Lacedaemonians. Among 

the 
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the three hundred Spartans were two eall'd 
Eurytus and Ariftodemus, who being almoft 
'blind were difiniis'd by Leonidas. Of thefe 
Ariftodemus retum'd home; but Eurytus wait- 
ed, till the Perfians delcended from the hills, 
and then commanding his (lave to lead him a- 
mong the combatants was flain with the reft 
of his countrymen. 

Herodotus relates, that Leonidas drew 
up his men in the broadeft part of Thermopy- 
hs i where, being lurrounded by the Perfians, 
they fell with great numbers of their ene- 
inics : but Plutarch, Diodorus Siculus, and o- 
thers affirm, that the Grecians attack'd die ve- 
ry camp of Xerxes in the night. The a£lion 
is thus deicrib'd by Diodorus. " The Grecians 
" having now rejoSsd all thoughts of fifety, 
" preferring glory to life, unanimoufly eall'd 
" on their general to lead them againft the Per- 
*' fians, before they could be appris'd, that 
*' their friends had pafs'd round the mountains, 
a " Leonidas 
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" Leonidas embrac'd the occafion^ which the 
" ready zeal erf" his ibldiers afforded, and cotn- 
" manded them forthwith to dine, as men, who 
" were to fup in Elyfium. Himfelf in confe- 
" quence of this command took a repaft, 
" as the means to flimiih ftrength for a long 
" continuance, and to give perfeverance in 
" danger. After a (hort refreftiment the Gre- 
" cians were now prepar'd, and receiv'd orders 
" to aflail the eneinies camp, to put all, diey 
*-' met, to the fword, and force a pafi^e to 
*' the royal pavifion; when, form'd into one 
^' compaft body with Leonidas himfelf at their 
" bead, they march'd againft the Perfians, and 
^* .enter'd their camp at the dead of night. Th^ 
" Barbarians wholly unpcepar'd, and ■ blindly 
" coi^cbiring, that their. friends were: defeat* 
" ed, and themfelves attacl^-'d by .the united 
." power of Greece, hurry together frorii Jjieif 
" tents with the utmoft diforder and confterna- 
" tion. Many were flain by Leonidas and his 
*' prty, but much greatef multitudes by theit 
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" own troops, to whom in the midft of this 
" blind confijfion they were not diftiriguifhable 
" from enemies :' for as night took away the 
" power of difceming truely, and the tumult 
" was fpread univerfally over the camp, a pro- 
** digious flaughter muft naturally enfue. The 
*< want erf' command, d^ a watch-word, and of 
" confidence in themfelves reduc'd the Perfians 
*' to foch a ftate of confafioii, that they de- 
•* ftroy'd each other without diftin(^i<Mi. Had 
*• Xefxes oontinu'd in die royal pavili<Mj, the 
■" Grecians without difficulty might have 
" feroUghit the war to a fpeedy conclufion by 
■** his death; but he at the beginning of the 
** tumult betook hiftifelf to fli^t with theut- 
" flioft precipitation ; when die Grecians rufli- 
*♦ ing into the tent, put to the fword moft of 
" thole, who were left behind: thm, while 
** night lafted, they rang'd through die whole 
*' camp in diligent fearch of the tyrant. When 
** morning appea^'d, the Perfians percwving 
** thetnielfeteofthingSjJieldtheinconfiderablfe 
3 2 " number 
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" number of their enemies in contempt; yet 
" were fo terrified at their valour, that they 
" avoided a near engagement; but inclofing the 
" Grecians on every fide fliower'd their darts and 
" arrows upon them at a diftance, and in the end 
" deftroy'd their whole body. Such was the pe- 
" riod of their lives, who under the conduft 
" of Leonidas defended the pafe of Thermopy- 
" lae. Who can refiam firom admiring the 
*' virtue of thefe men, who with one confent 
" maintaining the poft allotted by their country 
" chearfiilly renounced their lives for the com- 
". mon fefety of Greece, and efteem'd a glori- 
.** ous death more eligible than to live with dit 
." honour? Nor is the conftemation of the 
" Perfians incredible. Who among thofe Bar- 
" barians could have conje£hir'd fuch an event .' 
"^ who could have expedled, thaf five hundred 
*' men would have tkr'd to attack a million .' 
" Wherefore (hall not all pofterity from that 
" day refleft on the virtue <rf" thefe men as the 
" objeft of imitatiiMi, who, though the lofs of 

" their 
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" their lives was the neceflary confequence of 
** dieir undertaking, were yet unconquer'd in 
" their (pirit ; and among all the great nameSi 
** deliver'd down to remembrance are the only 
" heroes, who obtain'd more glory in their fall 
" than others from the brighteft victories ? 
" With juftice may they be deem'd the pre- 
*' fervers of the Grecian Uberty, even prefer- 
^* ably tothofe, who were conquerors in the 
** battles fought afterwards with Xerxes j. for 
" the memory of their valour, who fell at 
" Thermopylae, for ever dejefted the Barbarians, 
** while the Greeks were fir'd with emulatic« 
*' to equal fiich a pitch of m^;nanimity. Upon. 
" the whole there never were any before thefe, 
" who att^'d to immortality through the 
" meer excels of virtue ; whence the piaife of 
" their fortitude has not been recorded by hi- 
" ftorians only, but has been celebrated by 
" numbers of poets, among others by Simoni- 
" des the lyric." 

Pausanias 
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P AU s A N I A s in his Laconics confiders the 
defence of Thermopylae, as an aftion fuperior 
to any atchiev'd by their cotemporaries, and to 
all the exploits of preceding ages. " Never 
" (fays he) had Xerxes beheld Greece, or laid 
" in jdhes the city of Athens, had not his forces 
^' under Hydarnes been conduced through a 
" path over Oeia, and by that means incom- 
" paifing the Greeks overcome and ftain Leo- 
" nidas." Nor is it improbable, that Leonidas 
Ifaooid have maintaih'd his pdl in ib narrow a 
pafe, rill the whole army of Xerxes had.pe- 
rifli'd by famine. At die fame time the Per- 
fian navy had been miferably (hatter 'd by a 
ftorm, and worfted in an engagement witii the 
Athenians at Artemifiam. 

To conclude, die fell of Leonidas and his 
brave companions, fo meritorious to dieir coun- 
try, and fo glorious to themfelves, ha6 obtain'd 
foch an h^ degree of veneration and applaufe 

from 
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from paft s^jcs, that few among the antient 
compilers of hiftory have been iilent on thk 
amazing inftance of magnaninnty and zeal for 
liberty ; and many are the epigrams and in- ' 
fcriptions now extant, fome on the whole body, 
others on particulars, who died at Thermopy- 
lae, mil preferving their memory in every na- 
tion converfant with learning, and at this dit 
tance of time ftill rendring their virtue the ob- 
ject of admiration and praife. 

I SHALL now detain the reader no longer, 
than to take this public occafion of expreffing 
my fmcere regard for the Lord Viscount 
CoBHAM, and the fenfe of my obligations for 
the early honour of his friendlhip. To him I 
infcribe the following poem ; and herein might I 
be juftified, independent of all perfonal motives, 
from his Lordfliip's public conduct fo highly 
diftinguifti'd by his difinterefted zeal, andunftia- 
ken fidelity to his country, not lefs in civil life 

than 
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than in the field: and to whom a poem found- 
ed on a daxaOet eminent for military glory, 
and love of Hberty is due from the nature of 
the Aibje£L 



R. Glover. 
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TThe argument. 

Xerxes king of Perfia having drawn together the whole force of bis 
empire, and pajfd over the HelkJ^ont into Urace with a defign to 
conquer Greece; the deputies from the Jeveral fiates <fthat country ^ 
who bad fame time before ajfembled tbemfehes at the IJihmus of Corinth 
to deliberate on pr&per meafuresfor refifting the invader , were nofxmer 
apprii'dqfbis march into Hr ace y than they determin'd without further 
delay to dijpute bispaj'age at thefraits oflhermopyla, the mofi acce^jie 
part of Greece on tbe fde oflbrace and Tbeffaly. Alpheus^ one of 
the deputies from Sparta, repairs to that city ^ and communicates this 
refolution to his countrymen ; who chanced that day to be ajfembled in 
expeSiation of receiving an anfiver from Apollo, to whom tbey bad 
Jent a meffenger to conjitlt about tbe event of tbe war. Leotycbides, 
one rf their two kings, counfeU the people to advance no further ^ than 
the I/lbmus of Corinth^ icbich fparates tbe Peloponnefus, where 
Lacedamon wasfituated, from the reft ^Greece'-, but Leonidas, tbe 
ptber king, difuades them from it, Agis, tbe meffenger, who had 
B been 
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been deputed to Delphi^ ondhotber to the queenofLeonidas, returns- 
leitb the oracle j -wbicb denounces ruin to the Lacedamonians^ unlefi . 
om of their kings la}s down his life for the puUick. . Leom'dal offers . 
blmfelffor the viSiim. Three hundred Spartans are chojen to accompany 
bim'lo Thtrmopykr, and Alfbeus returns to the IJlbmus. Leonidas, 
tfter an interview with his queen, departs from Lacedamon. At 
the end of fix days, he encamps near the IJlbmus, '.chen he is join' d by 
Alpbeus ; who defcribes the auxiliaries, that wait at the IJlbmus, . 
tbofe, who are already pojj'efid of fhermopylx, as aljo the pafs itfelf; , 
and concludes with a relation of the captivity of bis brother Polydorus . 
in Perfa. 



REHEARSE, O Miife, the dieds and glorious death , 
Of that fem'd Spartan, who withftood the pow'r 
Of Xerxes near ThermopyliBj. and fell 
To fiive his country. When froin Aiia's coaft 
With half the nations of the peopled globe 5 

The Perfian king the Helle^nthad pafs'd; 
And now in Thrace his houndlefs camp was Spread j. 
Soon t» the Ifthmuj, where th'aflembled chiefi 
Of Greece in anxious council long had Cat, 
How- beA their m«Bac'dlii>£[ties t« guardj., 10 

The. 
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The dreadful tidings reach'd. The near approach 

Of Afia's lord determines their refolves. 

Thefe they convey to all the Grecian ftates. 

"Back to Eurotas' Ihores, where Sparta rofe, 

Laconian Alpheus Ipeeds: in council there ij 

He finds the Spartan people with their kings ; 

Their kings, who boaft an origin divine. 

From Hercules defcended. They the (bn» 

Of Lacedsemon had conven'd to leam 

The lacred mandates of th' immortal Gods, 20 

That mom expeSed from the Delphian dome ; 

But in their prefence Alpheus firft appear'd. 

And thus addrefi'd them. For immediate war 

Prepare, O Spartans." Xerxes' num'rous pow'is 

Already fill the trembling bounds of Thrace. 25 

The lAhmian council hath decreed to guard 

The fttait and rocky entrance into Greece, 

B 2 Ther- 
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Thermopylffi ; where ev'ji a (lender force 
..May ftem the torrent of unnumber'd foes. 

H E laid, when Leotychidesj who fliap'd 30 

The rule with great Leonidas, befpake 
The Spartans thus. My countrymen give ear. 
Why from her bofom fhould Laconia fend 
Her valiant fons to wage a diftant wat 
For others' fefety; why exhauft her flrength 3J 

And thin her numbers in defence of thofe^ 
Who far remote from Lacedffimon dwell 
Beyond the Ifthmus ? there the Gods have plac'd 
Our native ramparts, there our empire's bound ; 
And there alone our country claims our fwords. 40 

H E ceas'd. The people with affenting flioutSr 
Replied, when thus Leonidas began. 

a 
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O MOST ungeii'rous counfcl I mod unjuff, 
And bafe deferdon of the Grecian weal! 
What 1 fliall th' Athenians, whofe affiduous fleets 45 

Undaunted watch th.' innumerable foes, 
Where'er they menace our afiKghted fliores. 
And truft th' impending dangers of the field 
To Sparta's well-known valour; fliall they hear. 
That we, dilbwning thus the gen'ral caufe,. 50 

Maintain the Ifthmus' only, and- estpofe: 
The reft of Greece, ev'n Athens, while flie guards- 
Our naked coafts, to all the wafte of war,. 
Her walls to ruin, and her fields to flames. 
Her fons, her matrons, and her hoary, fires ip{ 

To violation, fervitude, and fliame ? 
O fliould they hear fuch counfels guide our flate,. 
Would they not court the fiift. propitious gsle 

To 
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To waft them far from fuch perfidious friends, 
And raife new feats in other climes remote, ;6o 

Safe frominfulting fijes, and lalfe allies? 
Then fhould we foon behold the proud array 
Of Xerxes' navy with their ihoftile beaks 
Afiront our fliores, and deluge all our fields 
With inexhaufted numbers. Half the Greeks, 65 

By us betray 'd to bondage, would fupport 
The Perfian king, and lift th' avenging Ipear 
For our deftrufiion. But my friends rejeS 
Such mean and dang'rous counfels, which will blaft 
Your long eftablifli'd glories, and affift 70 

The proud invader. O eternal king 
Of Gods and mortals elevate our minds I 
Each low and partial paffion thence difpel! 
Till this great truth in ev'ry heart be known, 
That none, but thofe, who aid the pubhck caufe, 75 

Can 
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Gan iliield their countries, or themfelves from chains. 

H E &id, by ftiame fuppfefs'd each clam'roos voice 
Was loft in lilence ; till a gen'ral fliout 
Proclaim'd th' approach of Agis from the fene. 
Where, taught by Phtebus on the Delphic hill, 8'6> 

The Pythian maid his oracles reveal'd. 
He came; but difcontent and grief o'ercaft 
His anxious brow. Reludant he advanc'd, 
And now prepar'd to Ipeak. Th' impatient throng': 
Wasgather'd round-him; motionlefi they flood 851 

With expedtation; not a whiiper told 
The filent fear, but all on Agis gaze; 
And ftill as death attend the folemn tale. 
As o'er the weftem waves, when ev'ry ftorra 
ly^hufli'd. within its cavern, and a breeze 90 

Soft-breathing lightly with its win^ along 

a- The 
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The flacken'd cordage glides, the Jailor's ear 

Perceives no found throughout the vaft expanfe ; 

None, but the murmurs of the Hiding prowe, 

Which flowly parts the rmooth and yielding main: 95 

So through the wide and liftning croud no found, 

J*) voice, but thine, O Agis, broke the air. 

Declaring thus the otacle divine. 

I w E N T to Delphi; I enquir'd what fate 
Was doom'd to Sparta from th'impending war ; j 00 

When thus th' all-feeing deity replied. 
" Inhabitants of Sparta, Perfia's arms 
" Shall lay your proud and ancient feat in duft ; 
" Unlefs a king from Hercules deriv'd 
" Caufe Laceda;mon for his death to mourn" 1 05 



As, when the hand of Perfeus had difclos'd 
The fnakes of dire Medufa; all, who view'd 
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The Gorgon features, were congeal'd to ftone, 

With ghaflly eye-balls on the hero bent, 

And honour Uving in their marble form: no 

Thus with amazement rooted, where they flood. 

And froze with ipeecfalefs terrour, on their kings 

The Spartans gaz'd : but loon their anxious looks 

All on the great Leonidas tmite. 

Long known his countiy's refiige. He alone 115 

Remains unlhaken. Riling, he dilplays 

His godlike prefence. Dignity and grace 

Adorn his frame, and manly beauty join'd 

With ftrength Herculean. On his alped fliines 

SuMimeft virtue, and defite of fam^ 120 

Where juftice gives the laiird; in his eye 

The inextinguilhable Q>ark, which fires 

The fouls of patriots : while his brow lupports 

C Undaunted 
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Undaunted valovr> ?«J cootempt of defitfe. 

Serene he rofe, an^ djius addrefi'd ^e tliroog. 1 45 

Why tbis aflpi^fHineDt on evVy &^ 
Ye men of Sparta 2 Does the najxte of d«atft 
Create this fear hbA wpjjder ? Q njy ftieods! 
Why do we labour througjj. the a^.(Ju,«H>s paths,. 
Which lead to virtue ? Fruitlefi were the toil^ 130 

Above the reach of human feet were [dac'd 
The diflant fusunk, if tk feat of death 
Could intercept our pafl*^. But in vain 
His blackeft &owns and tarrours he aJUiimes 
To Ihake the firmnds of (he mind, whiqh knows, 135 
That wanting virtue life is pain and woe, 
That wanting liberty ev'n virtue mourns^ 
And looks around f<»- happinefi in vain; 
Then fyeak, O Sparta, and<lemand my life; 
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My heart etuldAg anfwen to thy call, 140 

And finiles on glorious fate. To live with £ime 

The Goii aUlow to many ; but to die 

With equal luftre, is i blef&ng, Heavn 

&le^ from all the choiceft boons of late, 

And with a faring hand on few beftows. 145 

He fiid New wonder fiz'd the gating throng. 
In filence Joy and Adiniratio^ fat, 
Sulpending praife. At length with hi^ acclaim 
The aich of heav'n refouftded, when amid 
'tK ailembly ftood Dieneces, and ^lake. 150 

80 from ThernJopylas may S{»artas {houtt 
Aflfright the ear rf Afia! Hafte, my friends. 
To guard the gates of Greece, which open ftand 
To Tyranny and Rapine. They with dread 

C a WiU 
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Will fhrink before' your ftandards, and again 15 j 

In fervile Perfia feek their native feats. 

Your wives, your fons, your patents, general Greece 

Forbid delay ; and ecfxal to the caufe 

A chief behold: can Spartans ask for more? 

He ceas'd; when Alpheus thus. It well becomes 160 
The Spartans held the chiefs of Greece, and feffl'd 
For dauntlefs courage, and unyielding hearts, 
Which neither want, nor pain, nor death, can bend. 
To lead the reft to battle. Then with fpeed 
From all your number form a chofen band, 1 65 

While I returning, will my feat refume 
Among the Ifthmian council, and declare 
Your inftant march. Our brave allies, I deem. 
Now on the Ifthmus wait the Spartan king j 
AH but the Locrian and Bceotian force, 17° 

With 
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With Phocis' youth, appointed to ftcure 
Tliermopyla. This faid, not long he paus'd, 
But with unwearied fteps his coutfe renews. 

Now from tfa' alTemUy with majdtic fteps 
Forth moves their godlike kin^ with con&ious worth 175, 
His gen'rous bolbm glowing ; like his fire, 
Th' invincible Alddes, when he trod . 
With ardent fpeed to face in horrid war 
The triple {<xm of Geryon, or againft 
The bulk of huge Antasus match his ftrengtL . 1 89 

Sat, Mule, who next prefent their dauntlels breaA» 
To meet all danger in their country's caufe? 
Dieneces advances fiige, and bravej . 
And skill'd along the martial field to range 
The order'd ranks of battle J, Maron next,. tSg 

T* 
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To Alpheus deai^ his bWtiiCT, 4ad his friettd. 

Then rofe btegiftibi with liib blosming heir, 

Joy of his age; add MeSittlipptts tali'dj 

Megiftias, wife and venerable feer, 

Whofe pen««ting niind, 4i &l)«^d*»-<Iij tgo 

Cdiiia frbw tfte tfttMlls <if the' iifflm fiaia 

Be&re the altxr, and the myitic flight 

Of birds fbielee the dark events of tini& 

Though iprung a ftranger on tfefe diftaht fliort 

Of Acamania, for his worth feceifr'd, 195 

And hoipilaUf cherifli'd; he the wreath 

Pontific bore amid the Spartan camp; 

Serene in danger, nor his fecitd arm 

From warlike toib fectudirig, nor unskill'd 

To wield the fword, or poize l!i«fwe^ty fpear. too 

Him A^ follow'd, brother to tife queen 

Of great Leonidas; his fiiend, in wSir 
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His tried compuuoin. Onceful were h» I 

And genfie his dewMBWir. Still hit feul 

Freferv'd its rigid virtue, though refin'd 30$ 

With arts unknawh to Lacedamon't noe. 

High was his office. He, whea Sfuttn't \Mi 

Their aid aaiaxmM Scorn tbc Oocb tequir'd, 

Was fent the facred nwflhngyr to Itatu 

Their myflic will in qiacles dedar'd 219 

From lockyDelphi, and Dodona's {hale. 

Or fea-indrcled Ddos, or the cell 

Of dark Trophenius lound B<iotia- known. 

Tlvee hundred more corapleat I&' intrepid Eand, 

But to his home Leonidas r^'d. Sij 

There calm in lecKC tfaoi^tt he thus eqte'tl 
His mighty Ibul, while natuis to hislneaft 
A, flKtrt-Iiv'd terrour call'd. What fiidden ffkf, 

What 
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What cold reluiaance thus unmans my heart, 

And whifpers, that I fear? ^Can death difmay 226 

Leonidas, fo often feep and {coru'd, 

When clad mod dreadful in tie battle's front ? ■ 

Or to relinquifh life in all its pride, . 

With all my honours blcioming round my head. 

Repines my foul ? or rather to forfeke, 225 

Eternally forfake my weeping \Wfe, 

My in&nt ofispring, and my fiithfiil friends ? — 

Leonidas awake I Shall tfaefewithfland 

The public fatty? i-«l thy <»untry calls. ' 

O facted voice, I hear tieel At that found 230 

Returning virtue brightens in my heart; 

Fear vanilhes before her ; Death receive 

My unreluSant hand, and lead me on. 

Thou too, Ofame, attendant on niy 611, 

■, : ■ ; With 



db, Google 



Book I. LEONIDAS. 17 

With wings unwearied flialt proteift my tomb, 235 

Nor Time himfelf fliall violate my praife. 

The hero thus confirm'd his virtuous foul, 
When Agis enter'd. If till now my tongue 
(He thus began) O brother, has delay 'd 
To pay its grateful oiTring of the praife, 240 

Thy merit claims, and only fill'd the cries 
Of general applaufe, forgive thy (nend ; 
Since her diftrefles, hers, whom moft you love, 
Detain'd me from thee. O unequall'd man I 
Though Lacedaemon call thy firft regard, 2+5 

Forget not her, who now for thee laments 
In forrows, which fraternal love in vain 
Hath ftrove to footh. Leonidas embrac'd 
His gen'rous friend, and thus lepHed. Moft dear 
And beftof men! conceive not, but my heart 250 

D Muft 
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Muft ftill remember heri from whom my life 

Its largeft Ihare of liap[Hne& derives. 

Can I, who yield my breath, left others mourn, 

Left thoufands fliould be wretched ; when fhe pines, 

More lov'd than any, though lels dear than all, 255 

Can I negleift her griefel In future days 

If thou with gratefiil memory record 

My name and &te, O Sparta, pais not this 

Unheeded by. The life, I gave for thee. 

Knew not a painful hour to tire my foul, 260 

Nor were they common joys, I left behind. 

S o ^ake the patriot, and his heart o'erfiow'd 
With fondeft paiSon ; then in eager hafte 
The faithful partner of his bed he fought. 
Amid her weeping children fat the queen, 265 

lounoveable add mute; her fwimming eyes 

FU'd 
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Fix'd on the earth. Her arms were folded o'er 

Her lab'ring bolbm blotted with her tears. 

As, when a dusky mift involves the sky. 

The moon through all the dreary vapours Ipreads 270 

The radiant vefture of its iilver Ught 

O'er the dull &ce of nature; lb her charms 

Divinely graceful (hbneupon her grief, 

Bright'ning the cloud of woe. The chief approacli'd. 

Soon as in gentleft phrafe his well-known vrace 275 

Her drooping mind awaken'd, for a time 

Its cares were hulh'd : Ihe lifts her languid head^ 

And thus gives utt'rance to her tender thoughts. 

O THOU, whofc prefence is my only jqr. 
If thus, Leonidas, thy looks and voice 280 

Can diffipate at once the Iharpeft pangs. 
How greatly am I wretched; who no more 

D 2 Muft 
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Muft hear that voice, which lulls my anguiih thus, 
Nor lee that &ce, which makes afiliflion {mile! 

This faid, returning grief her breaft invades. 285 
Her orphan children, her devoted lord 
Pale, bleeding, breathlefi on the field of death. 
Her ever-during fblitude of woe. 
All rife in mingled horrour to her fight. 
When thus in bittVeft agony flie ^oke. 2901 

O WHITHER art thou going from my armsf, 
Shall I no more behold theel Oh! no more 
In conqueft clad, and wrapt in glorious duft 
Wilt thou return to greet thy native foH, 
And make thy dwelKngjoyfijl! Yet, too brave, 295 
Why wouldft thou haften to the dreary gates 
Of death, uncall'd ? Another might have fall n. 

Like 
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Like thee a vi(aiin of Alcides' race, 

Lefs dear to all, and Sparta been fecure. 

Now ev'ry eye with mine is drown'd in tears, 300- 

All with thefe babes lament their fether loft. 

But oh I how heavy is our lot of pain! 

Our fighs muft laft, when ev'ry other breaft^ 

Exults with tranlport, and the public joy 

Will but increafe our anguilli. Yet unmov'd, joj 

Thou didft not heed our forrows, didft not fcek 

A moment's paute, to teach us how to bear 

Tiay endlefi abfence, or like thee to die. 

Un UT T E R A BL E fotrow here confin'd 
Her voice. Thefe words Leonidas return'd. 310 

I SEE, I feel thy anguilH, nor my Ibul 

Has ever known the prevalence of love. 

E'er prov'd a father's fondnefe, as this houri 

Nor 
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Nor, when moft ardent to affert my fame, 
Was once my heart infenfible to thee. 315 

How had it ftatn'd the honours of my name 
To hefitate a moment, and fufpend 
My country's fete, till {hameiiil Hie prefer'd 
By my inglorious colleague left no choice, 
But what in me were infemy to fliun, 3 20 

Not virtue to accept? Then, deem no more, 
That of thy love regardlefe, or thy tears, 
I hafte uncall'd to death. The voice of Fate, 
The Gods, my feme, my country bid me bleed; 
— OhI thou dear mourner I wherefore ftreams afreih 325 
That flood of woe? Why heaves with fighs renew'd 
That tender breaft? Leonidas mufl fell. 
Alas! far heavier mifery impends 
O'er thee and thefe, if foften'd by thy tears 
Ifliamefiilly refufr to yield that breath, 330 

2 Which 
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Which juftice, glory, liberty, and heav'n 

Claim far my country, fe my fcns, and thet 

Think on my long onalter'd love. Refled 

On my paternal {coidaels. Has my heart 

E'er known a paufc of We, or pbus care ? 335 

Now fliall that care, that tenderncfi be pror'd 

Moft warm and faithliil. When thy husband dies. 

For Lacedxmon's fafety, thou wilt ihare. 

Thou and thy children, the diffiifive good. 

Should I, thus fingled from the reft of men, 340 

Alone intnifted by th 'immortal Gods 

With pow'r TO fare a people, flioukl my foul 

Defert that facred caufe, thee too I yield 

To forrow, and to fltame ; fijr thou muft weep 

With Lacedaemon, muft with her fufiain 345 

Thy painful portion of oppreftion's weight. 

Thy fons behold now worthy of their names. 

And 
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And Spartan birth. Their growing bloom muft pine 

In Ihame and bondage, and their youthful hearts 

Beat at the (bund of liberty no more. 350 

On their own virtue, and their father's &me, 

WJien he the Spartan freedom hath confirra'd. 

Before the World illuftrious {hall they rife, 

Their country's bulwark, and their mother's joy. 

Heke paus'd the patriot. With religious awe 355 
■Grief heard the voice of Virtue. No complaint 
The foleran filence broke; Tears ceas'd to flow: 
Ceas'd for a moment ; foon again to ftream. 
For now in arms before the palace rang'd 
His brave companions of, the war demand 360 

Their leader's prefence; then her griefs renew'd, 
Too great for utt'rance, intercept her fighs. 
And freeze each accent on her falt'ring tongue. 
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In fpeechlefs anguifli on the hero's bread 
She finks. On ev'ry fide his children prefs, 365 

Hang on his knees, and kifs his honour'd hand. 
His foul no longer ftruggles to confine 
Its ftrong compundion. Down the hero's cheek, 
Dojvn flows the manly forrow. Great in woe 
Amid his children, who indole him round, 370 

He Hands indulging tendemels and lore 
In graceful tears; when thus with lifted eyes 
Addrels'd to heav'n: Thou ever-living pow'r 
Look down propidous, fire of Gods and men I 
And to this &ithfiil woman, whole defert 375 

May claim thy favour, giant the hours of peace. 
And thou, my great foie&ther, fon of Jove, 
O Hercules, negled: not thefe thy racel 
But fince that Ipirit, I fit>m thee derive, - 
Now bean me from them to refiftlels &te, 380 

E Do 
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Do thou fupport their virtue ! be they taught. 
Like thee, with glorious labour life to grac^ 
And from their father let them learn to die! 

So {aying, forth hi iiTues, and afltunes 
Before the band hi* ftation of conmand. 385 

They now proceed. So rhav'A the hcA of heav'n 
Down from OlyiripUs in majeftic march. 
On Jove attendint to the flaoiihg plains 
Of Phlegra, there to &te the giant Ibas 
Of Earth ind Tiian: he bdfbrc them tow'r'd. 39$ 

Thus through the streets of IjKsSam^ fa&'d 
Leonida& Before hii foocfteps bow 
The multitude eiiulting. Oil be tica<b 
Rever'd and honoUr'd. Their iniaptur'd fight 
Purfues his graceful ftaturc, and thtir toqgues 395 

£ktcJ and hail faim Su their guardian God. 

I Firm 
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Firm in his nervous hand he grafps Im ipear, 

tkywn from his flioulders to hit ankles bangs 

The maffy fliield, and o'er ius burnifla'd helm 

The purple plumage nods. HarnMxucns youths, 400 

Around wboie Ikows entwining laurels play'd) 

In lofty'-fbundiog ftrains his ptaile record ; 

"While Ciowy-finger'd virgins all the ways 

Widx od'tous garlands Arew'd. His bafom now 

Was all pofiels'd with glory, which dilpell'd 40$ 

Whate'er ofgri^ lemain'd, or -fond regret 

For thofe, he left behind. The rev'rend train 

Of Lacedxmon's lenate now approach'd 

To give their folemn, laft iarewel, and grace 

Their hero's parting fteps. Around him flow'd 410 

In civil pomp dieir venerable nAes 

Mix'd with the bkze of arms. The radiant troc^ 

Of wairiouK pr^'d behind Jihn. Maron h^re, 

fi a With 
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With Menalippus warm in flow'rjr prime. 

And Agis there with manly grace advanc'd, 41 5 

Dieneces, and Acamania's feer, 

Megiftias fige. The Spartan dames afcend 

The loftieft domes, and thronging o'er the roofs 

Gaze on their tons and husbands, as they march. 

So parted Argo from th' lolchian ftrand, 420 

And plougb'd the (baming fiirge. Theilalia's nymphs 

Their hills for&king, and their hallow'd groves, 

Rang'd on the cliUs, which overfliade the deep, 

Still on the diftant veflel fix'd their fight ; 

Where Greece her chofen heroes had embark'd 42J 

To feelc the dangers of the Cholchian fliore. 

Swift on his courfe Leonidas proceeds. 
£oon is EuroCas pafs'd, and Lerna's banks. 
Where his unconquer'd ancellor fiibdu'd ■ 

The 
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The many-headed Hydra, and with fame 430 

Immortaliz'd the lake. Th'unwearied bands 

Next through the pines of Msnalus he led, 

And down Parthenius uig'd the rapid toil. 

Six days inceiTant thus the Spartans march. 

When now they hear the hoaiie-refounding tide 435 

Beat on the Illhmus. Here their tents they Ipread. 

Below the wide horizon then the fiin 

Had limk his beamy head. The queen of night 

Gleam'd from the center of th'ethereal vault, 

And o'er the dusky robe of darknefi ihed 440 

Her iilver light. Leonidas detains 

Dieneces and Agis. Open ftands 

The tall pavilion, and admits the moori. 

As here they At convetfing, from the hill. 

Which rofe before them, one of noble port 445 

Appears with fpeed delcending. Lightly down 

The 
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The flope he treads, and calk aloiid. They heard, 
And knew the toicc of Alpheus. From their feats 
They rofc, and thus Leonidat began. 

THOU, whom heav'n widi fwiftneli hath eadu'd 
To match the ardour of thy dariog £»il, 451 
What calb thee from the Ifthmus? Do the Greeks 
Negleft to arm, nor iace the public fix:^ 

1 COME to meet thee (Alpheus thus letum'd) 

A meffenger, who gladfome tidings bears. 455 

Through Greece the voice of liberty is heard. 

And all unfold their banners in her caufe ; 

The Thebans only with reluflant hands. 

Arcadia's fons with morning flialt thou join. 

Who on the Ifthmus wait thy great command. 460 

With Diophantus Mantin& fends 

Five hundred fpears; nor lefi from Tegea's walls 

With 
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With Hegefender more. A thouiand more. 

Who in Orchomenus refide, who range 

Along Parrhafius, and Cyllene's brow, 465 

Or near the (bot of Erymanthus dwell, 

Or on Alphius' banks, with various chie6. 

Attend thy call; but mofl is Gonius &m'd 

Of flature huge: unihaken as a rock. 

His giant bulk the line of war fuftains. 470 

Four hundred warriours brave Akmseon draws 

From flately Corinth's tow'rs. Two hundred march 

From Phlius, whom Eupakmus commands. 

An equal number of Mycenae's race 

Ariftobulus heads. Thnni^ fear alone 47$ 

Of thee, and threatning Greece the Thebans arm. 

To thefe ingk>rious Greeks my fiJf rq>air'd 

lieir dying fcnfe of booout to recaf. . i. 

A few corrupted by the Feiiian gold, 

Unjuft 
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Unjuft dominion have ufurp'd in Thebes. 480 

Thefe in each bofora quell the gen'rous flame 

Of liberty. The eloquent they bribe ; 

With (pecious tales the multitude they cheat ; 

And proftitute the name of public good 

To veil oppreflion. Others aie immers'd 485 

In all the floth of riches, and unmov'd 

In ihamefiil eafe behold their country fall. 

I firft implor'd their fenate's inftant aid. 

But they with artful wiles demanding time 

For confultation, I addrefe'd them thus. 490 

The (hortefl: moment may fuiSce to know. 

If to die free be better than to ferve ; 

But if, deluding Greece by vain delays. 

You mean to fliew your ftiendfliip to the foe, 

You cannot then deliberate too long, 495 

How to withftand her fwift-avenging wrath, 

Approaching 
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Approaching with Leonidas. This heard. 

Four hundred warriours Aey appoint to march. 

The wily Anaxander is their chief, 

With I/Contiadcs. I faw their march joo 

Begun, then haften'd' to furvey the ftraits, 

Which thou fhalt render facred to renown. 

Wliere, ever mingKng with the crumbUng foil, 

Which moulders round the Malian bay, the fea 

In flimy furges rolls; upon the rock, 505 

Which forms the utmoft limit of the bay, 

Thermopyls is ftretch'd. Where broadeft fpread, 

It meafiires threefcore paces, bounded here 

By the deep ooze, which underneath prefents 

lis dreary furface; there the lofty cliffi 510 

Of woody Oeta overlook the pafi. 

And for beyond o'er lialf the forge below 

Their horrid umbrage caft. Acrofi the ftraits 

F An 
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An ancient bulwark of the Phocians flands, 

A wall with turrets crown'd. In.ftaticin here 5.15 

I found the Locrians, and irom^ Thelpia's gates 

ScKn hundred mote.Demophilus hath led.. 

His brother's foa attends him to the- camp,. 

Young Dithyrambus greatly &mtd in war, 

But more for temperance of mind renownld; j.20 

I«v'd by his countrjfj and. with honours grac'd. 

His. early bloom with brighteft glory fliines, 

Mor wantons in the blaze. Here Agis Ijpake.. 

Well haft thou painted that illuftrious youths 
He was my hoft at Thefpia. Though adorn'd 5 25 

With higheft deeds, by feme and fortune crown'd. 
His gentle virtues take from envy's mouth 
Its blafting venom,, and her baneful face 

a; Strivesj 
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Strides on his worth to finile. In filence all 

Again remain, and Alpheus thus purities. J30 

A CHOSEN troop hathtmld Platiea lent, 
Small in its nuniben, but unmatch'd in arms. 
Atxnre the reft Diomedon their chief 
Excels in prowefs. Signal were his deeds 
Upon that day of glory, when the fields 535 

Of Marathon were hid with Perfian ilain. 
Thefe guard Thermcyylse. Among the hills 
A winding path tn ftranger's feet tmknown 
Afibrds another entrance into Greece: 
Thil by a thoufaud Phocians is fccur'd. 540 

Hbre Alpheus paus'd. Leonidas embrac'd 
The noble Spartan, and rejom'd. Thou know'ft 
What fete to me tb' immortal Gods Otdain, 

F 2 Frame 
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Frame now thj choice. Accxjmpany our maf-di| 

Or go to Lacedaaion, and tehte,, 545 

How thy difcerning mind, and aftive limbs 

Have ferv'd thy country. From th' iaipatient majtli. 

Of Alpheus ftreight thefe fcrrent aoceate broke. 

I HAVE not meafiirdfuch a traa of land,. 
Not loolcd miwearied on the fetting ftm, . mo j 

And through the flade of midnight urgy mygeps. 
To roufe the Gieefcs.to.batde, that i^Mf: ' 
Might be exempted feom tlfeiglorioHs toil.' 
Return? OhJ noi Afteond itilne.my &et 
Shall vifit thee,. Thetmqpyfe, -and there . 5J3. 

With great Leonidas Ihall Alpheus find ' 
An honourable grave. And oh I amid 
His country's dan^.if a Spartan bread 
May feel a private fotrow, -not^alone 

3 For 
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For injur'd Greecs I haften to revenge, jgg . 

Biit for a brothers wrongs. A y6unger hope 

Than I, or Maron blefi'd our fether's years, 

GhUd of his age, and Polydorus nam'd. . 

KUs mind,- while t^der in its op'ning prime, , 

Was bent to rigid vimie; Gen'rousfcom: 365 

Of pain and danger^ taught his early ftrength 

To ftruggle patient with fevereft toils. 

Oft, when inclement winter chill'd the air, 

And frozen Ihow'rs had fwoln Eurotas' Ibeam, 

Amid th' impetuous channel would he plunge, 570 

And bieaft the torrent On a fatal day. 

As in the fea his adive limbs he bath'd,' 

A fervile cot&ir of the Perfian king 

My brother, s^ed and de&pcelefs, boie ' 

Ev'n in my fight to Afia, thane.to.wafle,. '575' 

With all the promifeofits.gniwing worth, . 

His 
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His youth in bondage. Nctct can my tongue 

My pains recount, much lefe my father's woes. 

The days he wept, the fieeple£ nights he beat 

His agedbofom. And ihall Alpfaeus' fpear jSa 

Be abfcnt from Thermopyls, nor claim, 

O Polydorus, vengeance for thy bonds 

In that firA flaughter of the boii'ious fijCi? ". ' 

Heke interpos'd Dieneces. The hands 
Of Alpheus and Leonidas he grafp'd, S^S 

And joyful thus. Your glory wants no more, ; 
Than that Lycurgus fhould himfelfarife 
Tio piaJfe the virtu*, which his iaivsinipire. . 

Thus pafi'd thefe heroes, till the dead of niglit, 
The hours in ftiqndly.converfe, and enjoy'd • 590 
Each dther's virtue;, happieft of menl 

•' At 
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At length with gentle heavinefi. the hand 
QfJleep invades their eyelids. On the ground^ 
Opprels'a with ffumber, they extend their limbsj 
When, Hiding down the hcmifphere, the moon 595; 

Now plung'd JB .midnight gloom hqr iilvonhead. 



End of the Firft Both 



t EON I. DAS.-. 
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B O O K II. 

The argument 

'LeottidaSf en bis Mpprmch to the IJibmm^ is met by the leaders of the 
tnops fent from oiber Graian Jiates, and by the deputies^ tebo com- 
pos d the yibmian council. He harangues tbem^ tben proceeds in 
cor^unSiion with the other forces toioards Thetmepyla-, is join'd iy 
Ditbyrambus^ and arrives at the Jraits about noon on the fourth 
day tfter bis departure from the Jfibmus. He is receiifd at 
*ji)ermopyJa by the Hejpian commander Demopbtlus, and by jhtax- 
ander the Tbeban treacberoujly recommending Epialtes a Malian, 
ivbojeeks by a pompous defcription of the Perf an power to intimidate 
the Grecian leaders, as tbey are viewing the enemies camp from the 
top of mount Oeta. He is an/wer'd by Dieneces and Diomedon. 
Xerxes fends Tigranes and Pbraortes to tbe Grecian camp, who are 
difmifs'd by Leonidas^ and conduced back by Ditbyrambus and 
XHcmedan j which lafl, incem'd with tbe infolence of Tigranes, treats 
him with contempt and menaces. This occafions a challenge to fngle 
combat between Diomedon and Tigranes, Ditbyrambus and Pbraortes. 
Epialtes, after a conference with Anaxander, declares bis intention 
ff returning to Xerxes. 

AURORA 
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URORA i^H-ead her purple beams around, 
When laov'd the Spartans. Their approach is 
The Ifthmian council, and the various chiefi. 
Who led th' auxiliar bands, proceed to meet 
Leonidas ; Eupahunus the firong, r 

Alcmson, Clohius, Diophantus brave. 
And Hegelander. At their head advanc'd 
Ariflobulus, whom Mycense's youth 
Attend to war; Mjceoa once elate 
With pow r and dazzling wealth, and vaunting ffill lo 
The name of Agamemnon, who along 
The feas <)f Afia open'd to the vand 
Unnumber'd fiiils, and darken'd half the fliore 
OF trembling Phrygia with the hoAile fliade. 
Ariflobulus join d the Spartan king, 15 

And thus began. Leonidas Cuivey 

G Mycens's 
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Mycens's race. Should ev'ry other Greek 

Be aw'd by Xerxes, and his Allan toll, 

Believe not, we can fear, dei-ir'd from thole, 

Who once cotidufied o'er the foaming futge 20 

The ftrength olGitiee, who defert left the fields 

•Of ravag'd Afia, and her prOudeft walls 

From their foundations humbled ijo the duft. 

Leonidas replied not, but addrefi'd 
The chiefs around. Illuftrious wairiours hail, 25 

Who Ihlij uhdauratjsd fighalize your faith; 
And gen'rous ardour in the common caufe. . ; 

But you, whole couhiys prdp th^ Grecian ftate, 
O venerable fynodj whofe decree; . , 

Have call'd us forth, to Vanquiflj, or to die, jo 

Thrice hail. Whate'CT by valour we obtain 
Your wifdom muft prefcrve. With piercing eyes ■ 

Each 
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Each Grecian ftate contemplate, and dUcern 

Their various tempers. Some with partial care 

To guard their own neglefl die publick weal. 35 

Cold and unmov'd are others. Terrour here, 

And there corruption reigns. O fire the Ixave 

With gen'rous zeal to quit their natiM walls, 

And join their valour in the gen'ral caufe; 

Confirm the wav'ring ; animate the cold, 40 

And watch the &ithlefi: fijme there are, betray 

Themfelves and Greece ; their perfidy prevent, 

Or call them hack to hooijur. Let u« all 

Be link'd in &cred union, and the Greeks 

Shall ftand the wrald's whole multitude in arms. 45 

If for the fpoil, which Paris bone to Troy, 

A thoufand barb the Helldjwnt o'er^read ; 

Shall not ag^n confederated Greece 

Be rous'd to battle, and to freedom pve, 

G a What 
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What once /he gave to feme. Behold we hafte 50. 

To ftop th' invading tyrant. Till we bleed. 

He fhall not pour his millions on your plains. 

But as the Gods conceal, how long our ftrength 

May fiand unconquer'J, or how loon muft fell, 

Wafte not a moment, till conlenting Greece ^^ 

Range all her ftee-bom numbers in the field. 

Leonid AS concludes, when awfiil &ep'i 
Before the fege al}embly one, whole head 
Was hoar with aged fiicJW, and thus replied. 

Thy great example ev'ry heart unites. 60^ 

From thee her happieft omens Greece derives 
Of concord, freedom, viflory, and" feme; 
Go then, O firft of mortals, and imprefs 
Amaze and terrour in the Perfians breaff; 

The 
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The free-born Greeks inflnidug life to deem 65 

Lefi dear than virtue, and their country's caufe. 

This heard, Leonidas, thy fecret foul- 
Exulting tafted of the fvreet reward- 
Due to thy name from' endlels time. Hit eyes' 69 
Once more he tum'd, and view'd in' t^pt'rous thought ' 
His native land', 'which he alonecanfave; 
Then fiimmon'd all his m^efly, and o'er 
The Ifthmus trod: Behind the Grecians move 
In deep arrangement. So th' imperial bark 
With flately bulk along the beating tide 80 
In military pomp conduSs the pow'r 
Of feme proud navy bounding from the port 
To bear the vengeance of a mighty ftate 
Againft a tyrant's walls. The Grecians march 
Till noon, when halting, aa they take repaft, ^5 

Upon- 
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Upon the plain before them they defciy 

A troop of Thefpians. One abbre the reft 

In eminence precedes. His glitt'ring fliield, 

Whofe fpacious orb colleAs th' effialgent beams, 

Which from his throne meridian Phiebus caft, 95 

Flames like another fua. A liiowy plume 

Falls o'er his dazzling cask. In wajiton curls, 

Which floated in the breathing air, around 

The lofty creft it wav'd. Approaching near 

Beneath the honours of his radiant helm 95 

The warriour now a countenance difplay'd, 

Where youth in rofy prime with fweetnefi mix'd 

Its manly beauty. With fiich modeft grace 

Relpefiful near Leonidas he came^ 

As all ideas of his own deiert 100 

Were loft in veneration. Phcebus thus 

Appears before his everlitfting fire, 

I When 
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when from his altar in th* imbow'ring gtove 

Of palmy Delos, or the hallow'd bound 

Of Tenedos, or Claros, where he hears i oi; 

His hymns and praifes fi-om the Ions of men, 

He reafcends the high Olympian feats; 

Such reverential awe his brow inrefts, 

Difiuiing o'er the glowing flow'r of youth 

New lovelinels and grace. The king receives no 

Th' illuftrious Thefpian, and began. My tongue 

Would call thee Dithyrambus, for thou bear'ft 

All in thy aJpeH to become that name 

For valour known and virtue. O reveal 

Thy birth and charge j whoe'er thou art, my foul 1 1 j 

Defires to know thee, and would call thee friend. 

To whom the youth retum'd. O firft of Greeks, 
My name is Dithyrambus, which the lips 

Of 
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:Of fome benevolent and gen'rous fiiend 

To thee have founded with a parljal voice, iso 

And thou haft heard with bvourabie ears. 

I come deputed by the Theipian chief, 

The Theban, and the Locrian, and the brave 

Diomedon, to haftea thy approach. 

Three days will bring the Perfianpow'rs in view. 1 25 

H E ceas'd. At once the flandaids are uprear'd. 
The hoft tiU ev'ning widi impetuous pace 
Their march continue. Through the earlieft dews 
Of morning tbey proceed, and reach the pafi. 
E'er the ibur& fun attain'd the fult'ry noon. 130 

To their impatient fight no-feoner rofe 
The.rocks rf Oeta, hut with rapid feet, 
And martial founds ef joy they nifli'd along; 
As if the prefent deity of Fame, 

Her 
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Her temples with unfiiding kurek bound, 135 

And in her hand her adamantine trump, 

Had from the hills her radiant form diiclos'd. 

And bade their valou^ haften to the field; 

That {he their n&a beholding might relbuhd 

Their name and glory o'er the earth and feas. i+O 

Before the van Leonidas advanc'd, 

His eye confels'd the ardour of his mind. 

Which thus found utt'rance fix>m his eager lips. 

All hail I Thermopylae, and you, the pow'rs, 
Which here prefide. All hail! ye filvan Gods, 145 
Ye' fountain nymphs, who pour your lucid rills 
In broken murmurs down the rugged fteep. 
Receive us, O benignant, and fiipport 
The caufe of Greece. G)nceal the fecret paths, 
Which o'er the crags and through the forefts wind, 150 
H Untrod 
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Untrod by human feet, and.trac'd alone 

By your immortal footfteps. O defend 

Your own receffes, nor let impious war 

Profane the folemn filence of your groves. 

Thus on your hills your praifa fliall you hear 1 55 

From thofe, whofe deeds (hall tell th' approving world. 

That not to undefervets did you grant 

Your high protefiioh. You my valiant fiiends 

Now roufe the gen'rous' fpiriti which inflames 

Yourbreafts; now prove the vigour of your arms : 160 

That your recorded a<aions may furvive 

Within the breafts of all the brave and free. 

And found delightiiil in the ear of Time, 

As long as Nepturie beats the Malian bay. 

Or thofe tall cliffi ere6t theirfhaggy tops 165 

So near to heav'n, your monuments of lame, 

I As 
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A s in fome torrid region, where the head 
Of Ceres bends beneath its golden load. 
If on the parching ground a fetal fpark 
Fall from a burning brand; the fudden blaze 170 

Increas'd and aided by tumultuous winds 
In rapid torrents of involving flames 
Sweeps o'er the crackling plain, and mounting high 
la ruddy fpires illumines half the skies : 
Not with lets fwiftnefs through the glowing ranks 175 
The words of great Leonidas difiiis'd 
A more than mortal fervour. Ev'ry heart 
Diftends with great ideas, fuch as raife 
The patriot's virtue, and the ibldier s fire, 
When danger in its moft tremendous form 1 80 

Seems to their eyes moft lovely. In their thoughts 
Imagination pi&ires all the fcenes 

H 2 Of 
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of war, the purple field, the heaps of death. 
And glitt 'ring trophies pil'd with Periian arms. 

But now the Grecian leaders, who before i6j 

Were ftation'd near Thennop)^lse, accoft 
The Spartan king. The Thejpian chief allied 
To Dithyrambus firft the filence broke. 
An ancient warrjour. From behind his caJijue, 
Whofc crefted weight his aged temples prefi'd, 190 

His (lender hairs, which time had filver'd o'er, 
Flow'd venerable down. He thus began. 

J o V now Ihall crown the period of my days. 

And whether with my fether's duft I fleep. 

Or flain by Perfia's fword I prefi the earth 1 95 

Our common parent, be it as the Gods 

Shall bell determine. For the prefent hour 

I blefs their bounty, which has giv'h my age 

2 To 
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To fee the great Leonidas, and bid 

The hero welcome on this glorious fliore ; 200 

Where he by heav'n fele<fted from mankind 

Shall fix the bails of the Grecian weaL 



Here too the wily Anaxander Ipake. 

Hail I glorious chief. Of all the Theban race 

We Ihall at leaft with gladfome bofoms meet 205 

The great defender rf the Grecian caufe. 

01 may djlivion o'er the fliame of Thebes 

Its darkeft wing extend, or they alone 

Be curs'd by Fame, whofe impious counfels turn 

Their countrymen from virtue. Thebes alasl 210 

Still had been buried in di/honeft floth, 

Had not to wake lier languor Aipheus come 

The meffenger of freedom. O accept 

Our grateful hearts; thou, Aipheus, art the canfe. 

That 
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That Anaxander from his native gates 215 

Here hath not borne a fclitary fpear, 

Nor thefe inglorious in their walls remain'd. 

But longer do we loiter? flafte my friends 

To yonder cliff, which points its fliade afar, 

And view the Perfian camp. The morning fun 220 

Beheld their numbers hide th' adjacent plains. 

Lol here a Malian, Epialtes nam'd, 

Who with the foe from Thracia's bounds hath march'd. 

H E faid. His Teeming virtue all deceiv'd. 
The camp not long liad Epialtes join'd, 225 

By race a Malian. Eloquent his tongue, 
But felfe his heart, and abjeift. He was skill'd 
To grace perfidious counfels, and to cloath 
In fwelling phrafe the bafenefi of his foul. 
Foul nurfe of tieafons. To the tents of Greece, 230 

Himfelf 
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Himfelf a Greek, a &itMefs Ipy he came. 

Soon to the friends of Xerxes he repair'd, 

The Theban chiefs, and nightly conliilt held. 

How heft with confternation to dejed: 

The Spartan valour, or how beft betray. 235 

With him the leaders climb the arduous hill. 

From whence the dreadful ptoipeS they command. 

Where endlels plains by white pavilions hid 

Spread, like the vaft Atlantic, when no flioie. 

No rock or promontory flops the fight 240 

Unbounded, as it wanders; but the moon 

Refplendent eye of night in fulleft orb 

Throughout th' interminated furfece throws 

Its rays abroad, and decks in fnowy light 

The dancing billows; &ch was Xerxes' camp: 245 

A pow'r uiuivall'd by the greateft king, 

Or conqueror, that e'er with ruthlefs hands. 

Diffolving 
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Diflblving all the ficted ties, which bind 

The happinefs of nations, have ahirm'd 

The fleeping fury Difcord from her den. 250 

Not from the hundred brazen gates of Thebes, 

The tow'rs of Memphis, and the pregnant fields 

By Nile's prolifiek torrents dfelug'd o'er. 

E'er flow'd faeh armies with th'jEgyptian lord 

Renown'd Sefoftris ; who with trophies fill'd 255 

The vanquifli'd earth, and o'er the rapid foam 

Of diftant Tanais, and the huge expanfe 

Of trembling Ganges i|iread his dreaded name : 

Nor yet in Afia's fer extended bounds 

E'er met fuch numbers, not when Belus drew 260 

Th' Affyrian bands to conqueft, or the pride 

Of high-exalted Babylon furvey'd 

The plains along Euphrates cover'd wide 

With armed myriads fwarming from her walls ; 

When 
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when at the rage of dire Semiramis 26 c 

Peace fled afliighted from .the ravag'd EaA. 

Yet all this hideous ftce of war djCnays 

Ho Grecian heart. Unterrified they flood. 

Th' immeafurable camp with fearlels eyes 

Theytraverfc, while in meditadoii' near 270 

The treaoh'rous Afelian waits, collecting all 

His pomp of words to paint die hoftile pow'r; 

Nor yet with &Uhood arms his fi-audftil tongue 

To feign a tale of terrour : Truth herfelf 

Beyond the reach of fiaion to inhance 275 

Now aids his trealbn, and with cold dilmay 

M%ht pierce the boldeft breaft, unlefi fecur'd 

By dauntleis virtue, which difdains to live 

From liberty divorc'd. Requefted now 

By ev'iy voice the traitor Ipake, and all a 80 

Attentive ears incline. Oh I Greeks and friends! 

I Can 
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Can I behold my native Malian fields 

Prefenting hoftile millions to your fight, 

And not with grief fiipprefs the horrid tale, 

Which you exa£l fix>m thefe ill-omen'd lips. 285 

On Thracia's lands I firft beheld the foe, 

When, joining Europe with the Afian' fliore^ 

A mighty bridge th' outragious waves reftrain'd, 

And ftem'dth' impetuous current; while in arms 

The univerfal progeny of men 290 

Seem'd all before- me trampling o^er the fea 

By thoufands and ten thoufands : Perfians, Medes 

Aflyrians, Saces, Indians^ fwarthy files 

From Ethiopia, Egypt's tawny fons, 

Arabians, Baflaans, Parthians, all the ftrength 2915 

Of Libya and of Afia. Neptune groan^ 

Beneath the burthen, and indignant heav'd 

His neck againft th' incumbent weight. In vain 

The 
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The violence of Boreas and the Weft, 
With rage combin'd, againft th' unlhaken pile 300 

Da£h'd half the Hellefpont The eaftem world 
Sev'n days and nights uninterrupted pa£. 
And pour on Thracia's confines. They accept 
The Ferfian lord, and range their hardy race 
Beneath his ftandards. Macedonia's youth 305 

With all Theffalia next, and ev'ry Greek, 
Who dwelk beyond Thermopylae, atteiid. 
Thus not alone embodied Aiia lifts 
Her threatning lanCe, but Macedon and Thrace, 
Whoft martial loins with daring warriours teem, 310 
And faithlels Greeks in multitudes untold 
The Perfian Monarch aid. Celeftial pow'rsJ 
And thou, who reigneft over men and Gods, 
Who in a moment by thy will fiipreme 
Canft quell the mighty in their proudeft hopes, 315 
I 2 And 
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And raife the weak to fafety, thou impart 

Thy inftant fuccour; interpoTe thy arm; 

With lightning blaft their legions: Oh I confound 

With triple-bolted thimder Periia's camp, 

Whence like an inundation with the mom 320 

Shall millions rufli, and overwhelm the Greeks. 

Refiftance elie were vain againft an hoft, 

Which covers all ThefloUa; for beyond 

The Malian plains thus widely ftretch'd below. 

Beyond the utmoft me^re of the %ht 3 '5 

Bent from the height of this a^iring eUff, 

Lie yet more hideous numbers^ which might drain 

The ftreams of cqpknis rivers with their thirft. 

And with theff arrows hide tie mid^fay fiin. 

Then /hall we join our battle in die £hade, 330 

Dieneces replied. Not calmly thus 

Diomedon. 
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Diomedon. On Xerxes' camp he bends 

His low'ring brow, which frowns had furrow'd o'er. 

And thus exclaim'd. Bellona turn and view 

With joyful eyes that field, the &tal flage, 335 

Which regal madnefs hath for you prepar'd 

To exerdJe yoiu- horrours. Thou, O Death, 

Shalt riot here unceaiing, when the rocks 

Of yonder pais with bleeding ranks are fbcw'd ; 

And all, who £bun th' aven^g fted <^ Greece, 340 

By peAilence and meager famine ieiz'd. 

Shall with variety of ruin feaft 

Thy unabated hunger. Thus he fpake. 

While on the hoft immenfb his gloomy eyes 

He fix'd difdainfiil, and its flrengdi defied. 345 

Meantime within th' entrenchment oTthe Greeks 
From Afia's monarch delegated came 

'Kgranes 
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Tigranes and Phraortes. From the hills 

Leonidas conduSs th' impatieat chieft. 

Around the hero in his tent they throng, 350 

When thus Tigranes their attention calls. 

Amsassadoks from Perfia's king we ftand 
Before you Grecians. To difplay the pow'r 
Of our great matter, were a needlefe task. 
The name of Xerxes, Afia's mighty lord, 355 

Invincible, and feated on a throve 
SurpaHing human luftre, muft have reach'd 
Th'extremeft border of the earth, and taught 
The hearts of men to own refiftlefe force 
With awe, and low fiibnjiffion. Yet I fwear ■ 360 
By yon refulgent orb, which flames above, 
The glorious fymbol of th' eternal pow'r, 
This military throng, this fhew of wax 

jl. Perfuade 
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Perfuade me, you have never heard that name, 

At whofe dread found the billows wide remote 365 

Of Indus tremble, and the Caipian wav^ 

Th'iEgyptian tide, and HeUelpontic furge 

With homage roll. O impotent and raihl 

Whom yet Ae large beneficence of heav'n, 

And our great monarch merciiiil and kind 370' 

Deign to pieferve. Refign your arms ; difperfe 

Each to your cities ; there with humbleft hands 

Before your lord beftrew the way with flow'rs. 

As through th' extenfive grove, whole lealy boughs 
Intwining crown fome eminence with Ihade, 375 

The tempefts rufii fonorous, and Between 
The cradling branches roar; By fierce difdain. 
And ind^ation thus the Grecians mov'd 
With clam'rouS murmurs clofe the Perfian's ipeech. 

But 
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But Sparta's king arifing, all is hufli'd 380 

Ib Hidden Clence; when be thus replied. 

O Persian, when to Xerxes thou letura'A, 
Say thou haft told the wonders of his pow'r ; 
Then fay, thou faw'ft a {lender band of Greece, 
Which dares his faoafted millions to the field. 3 85 

The ^artan faid. Th'Ambafladors retire. 
Them o'er the limits of the Grecian lines 
Diomedpn and Thelpia's youth condu<£):. 
With flow folemnity they all proceed 
In fuUen filence. But their looks denote 390 

What Ipeech would ihaine and weaken. Wrath contrafb 
The forehead flf .Diomedon. His teeth 
Gnaflj with impatience for delay 'd revenge. 
Difdain, which Ipnmg from confcious merit, flufli'd 

The 



db, Google 



Book 11. LfeONlDAS. 65 

The cheek of Dithyrambus. On the face 395 

Of either Peifian inTalence and ^ide 

Incem'd hy difapfXMntraent ^oomf lowV'd. 

But when they reach'd the limits of die ftraits, 

Where Xerxes camp began to c^a wide 

Its <}eep, immenfe airangement; tjien die heart 400 

Of vain Tigranes, dwelling at the fight. 

Thus overflows in loud and haughty phrafe. 

O Arimanius, origin of ill, 
Have we demanded of thy nithlefi powr. 
Thus with the curfe of madneis to afflid 40 c 

Thefe wretched men? But iince thy dreadful will ' 
To irrefiftible perdition dooms 
The fons of Greece, in vain Ihould we oppole. 
Be thy dire will accomplifli'd, let them fell, 
And fatten with their blood their native foiL 410 

K Enraq'o 
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En » A g'd the ft«m Diomedon replies- _, 

Thou fervile, bafe dependent on a king. 
Inglorious mereenary, flave to thofe. 
Whom mod we fcom, thou boafter, doft thou know^ 
That I beheld die Marathonian field i 415 

When, like the Libyan finds before the wind» 
Your hoft was fea,tter'd by th'unconquer'd Greeks ; 
Where thou perhaps didft turn before this arm 
To ignominious flight thy fhiv'ring limbs?. 
O may I find thee in to morrow's fight! 420 

Then on this rocky pavement flialt thou lie 
Beneath this arm to feail the vulture's beak.. 

He ended here^ and thus the Perfian chief. 
O thou, whofe hand omnipotent protefts 
The throne of Xerxes, bend thy facredearl 435 

I For- 
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For lol my firft viSorious fruits of war 
To thee I here devote, the gory ipoils, 
Which from this Grecian with the rifing dawn 
In fight of either hoft my arm fhall rend. 

Phraortes interrupting then began. 430 

I-too would find among the Grecian chiefi 
One, who in battle dare abide my Ipear. 

To him thus anfwer'd Thefpia's gallant youth. 
Thou look'ft on me, O Perfian. Worthier far 
Thou mightft indeed have fingled from our hoft, 43 j 
But none more willing to effay thy force. 
Yes, I will prove before the eye of Mars, 
How far the valoOr of the meaneft Greek 
Beyond thy vaults deferves the palm of feme. ' 

K 2 This 
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This faid, the Periians to their king repair, 440 
Back to their camp the Gradans. There theyfound 
Each foldier poizing his extended ^ear, 
And his large buckler bracing on his arm, 
For inftant war prepar'4 Through all the file* 
Each leader moves exuMng, and with praiie 445 

And exhortations aids their native warmth. 
Alone the Theban Anaxander pin'd. 
Who thus apart addre&'d his Malian fiiend. 

What has thy lofty eloqaence- arail'di 
Alas I in vain attempting to confound. 4joi 

The Spartan valcsiir With redoubled fires 
See how their bofoms glow. They wifh to die, 
And wait impatienb &e th' unequal- fight> 

2 Too 
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Tos) fixm will come tl' iniiqienAfc foes, 

And in piomi&uotu roin all be whelm'ij ^jc 

Nor fhall our merjt to the Pa&us lord 

Be told, or known: for whofe advent'rons feet 

To ferve the Thebans, through the guarded pafi. 

The Greciaji watch eluding, will approach 

The tents of Afia, that the king may know, 46o> 

And {pare his friends amid the gisn'ial wrecks 

When his high-fwoln refentment, like a flood 

Increas'd with ftormy fliow'rs, fliall cover Greece 

With defoktion? Epialtes here. 

Whence, Anaxander, thfe unjuft delpair? 465 

Is there a path on Oeta's hills unknown 
To Epialtes? O'er the tracklefi rock. 
And mazy grove ftiaU pafi my fccret fteps. 

This 
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This night I part. Thy merit flmll be told 470 

To Perfiai king. Thou only watch the hour, 
Nor dien be tardy, when he wants thy aid. 



I,nd of the Second Book, 
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B O O K IIL 

The argument. 

digrams and Pbraortes repair to Xerxes, whom tbey find fiated on a 
throne furroum&d by bisfatraps in a nn^nificent pavHiffn; wbik the 
Magi ftand before bim, and^fif^ an bymn containing the religion o^ 
Zoroafires. Xerxes, notwithfiamUr^ tbe arguments of bis Brothers 
Hyperantbes and J^rocomesy gfves w credit to tbe ambaffadors^ 
who report, that the Grecians are determtn'd to maintain tbe pafs 
againfi bim; but commands Demaratus an exiVd kir^ ^Sparta t^ 
attend bim^ and afcends bis chariot to take a view of the Grecians 
bimjelf. He pafes through tbe mi^ of bis army, cording ifmarsjt 
nations differing in arms, cufioms, and manners. He advances to 
tbe entrance of tbe fir aits, and furpris'd at tbe behaviour of the Spar' 
tans demands the reafon of it from Demaratus i which occa^ms a 
converfation between them on the mercenary forces ofPerfia-, and the 
militia of Greece. Demaratus weepir^ at tbe ^bt of bis country- 
men, is comforted hy Hyperantbes. Xerxes fiHl increditlous commands 
digrams and Pbraortes to Bring tbe Grecians Bound before him the 
next day,, and retires to his paviUon. 

NQW 
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NOW had Tigranes, and Phraortes gain'd 
TTie fplendid tent of Xerxes. Him they found 
Begirt with princes, and illuftrious chiefi, 
The potentates of Alia. Near his fide 
His valiant brothers flood, Abrocomes, 5 

And Hyperanthes, then Phamuchus brave, 
Pandates, Intaphernes, mighty lords. 
And numlias more in purple Iplendour clad. 
With homage all attending round the throne, 
Whofe gorgeous feat erefted high upbore 10 

Their regal mafter. He above their heads 
LodcM down imperious. So the ftately tow'r 
Of Beltjs, mingling its majeftick front 
With heav'n's bright azure, from on high furvey'd 
The huge extent of Babylon, with all 1 5 

Its fumptuous domes and palaces beneath. 

That 
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That day the monarch deem'd to enter Greece, 

And hide her fields with war; but firft ordains, 

That gratefiil hymns ihould celebrate the name 

OfOromafdes: lb the Perfians call'd 20 

The world's great author. By the king's decree 

The Magi flood before th' unfolded tent. 

Fire blaz'd befide them. Tow'rds the lacred flame 

They tum'd, and lent their tuneful praile to heav'n. 

From Zoroaflres was the long deriv'd, 25 

Who on the hills of Ferfia fiom his cave 
With flow'rs indrcled, and with munn'ring founts. 
That chear'd the folemn manfion, had reveal'd, 
jHow Oromafdes, radiant fource of good, 
Original, immortal ftam'd the globe 30 

With all its varied beauty: how with ftars 
By him the heav'ns were Ipangled: how the fiin, 

L Refulgent 
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Refulgent Mithra, pureft fpring of light, 

And genial wafmth, whence fruitful Nature fofiiles, 

Burff from the eaft at his cceatiag voice ; 3^ 

When ftreight beyond the golden verge of day 

Night fhcw'd the horroura of her diftant reign,, ; 

Whence black, and hateful Arimtaius Iprung, 

The author fOul of evil : he with (hades 

From his dire oiaiifion veil'd the earth and skies, 4a 

Or to deftruflibn chang'd the folar beam, 

When patching fields deny the foodfiil grainj 

And from their channels fly th' exhaling flreams,. 

Whence pdlilenoe, and famine : hoW the pew's . 

Of Oromafiles in the human breaft 45 

Benevolence, and equity infiis'd,. 

Truth, temperance, and wifdora fpriing from heav'n^. 

When Aiimanius blackend all the foul 

Widi faUhood, and injufiice, wich defires 

Iniatiahle^ 
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Infatiable, with violence, ^d f^ge, 50 

Malignity, and folly. If thf hand 

Of OromalHes on precarious lifp 

Shed wealth, and pleafure, IboB th' infpraal Qpd 

With wild exce6, or av'ricp hhfy the jpy. 

Thou, Oromaldes, vitSnry dofi give. j5 

By thee with &me the regal head is crown'd. 

Great XerxeJ ovoe thy fBccour. Wbep with ftgrmis 

The hate of ditiefUl Arimanius fwell'd 

The Hellelpont, thou o'er the angry furge 

The deAin'd moAer jsf the woild didA Ifsajd, . $0 

This day his promis'd glories to enjoy. 

When Greece affiighted to his arm fhall bend; 

Ev'n as at laft Ihafl Arimaaius £iiU 

Before thy might, aad evil he no amxe. 

The Magi ceat'd their hamOTny; when now- 6s 
L t Before 
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Before the king with adoratioa bow'd 

Tigranes and Phraortcs. Prone titey hy. 

And o'er their foreheads fpread their abjed hands, 

As from a prefent deity too bright 

For mortal vifion to conceal their eyes. 70 

At length in humble phrafe Tigranes thus. 

O Xerxes, hve for ever! Gracious lord? 
Who doft permit thy fervants to approach 
Thy awfiil fight, and ptoftrate thus to own 
Thy majefty and greatnefc May the pow'r 7 j 

Of Oromafdes flretch thy Icepter'd arm 
O'er all the nations from the Indian Oiores, 
Ev'n to the waters of the weftem main. 
From northern Tanais to the Caavx of Nile! 
And frill from thee may Arimahius turn 80 

Againft thy fces his malice to mankind! 

By 
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Bjr him, ev'n now with frenzy fmote, the Qraeb 
Reje<a thy profier'd demency. The mom 
Shall lee them bleed the vidims of thy wrath. 

Here, to his brothers turning, Xerxes Qiake. 8j 

Say, Hyperanthes? Does thy foul believe 
■Thefe tydings ? Sure thefe flares have never dar'd 
To &ce the Grecians, biit delude our ear 
With bafe impoftures, which their (ears fuggeft. 

To him this anfwer Hyperanthes form'd. 90 

from his lervants may the king avert 
His indignation I Greece was &m'd of old 
For martial virtue, and intrepid fons : 

1 have elTay'd their valour, and with me 
Abrocomes can wimefi. When our fire 9 j 
Hie great Darius to th' Athenian Ihore 

With 
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With Artaphernes, and with Datis fent 

Our tender youth; at Marathon we found, 

How vain the hopes, that numbers Ihould difmay 

A foe relblv'd on viftory, or death. lOO 

Yet not as one contemptible, or bafc 

Let me appear before thee : though the Greeks 

With fuch unconquer'd Ipirits be indu'd. 

Soon as the king (hall fummon mc to war, 

He (hall behold me in the dang'rous van 105 

Exalt my fpear, and pierce the hoftile ranks, 

Or fink before them. Xerxes then return'd; 

Why over Afia, and the Libyan foil. 
With all their nations does my potent arm 
Extend its fcepter.' Wherefore do I fweep up 

Acrofs the globe with millions in my traih? 
Why Ihade the Ocean with unnumber'ii fails? 

i Whence 
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Whence all this pow'r, unlefs th' eternal wilt 

Had doom'd to give one mailer to the world,. 

And that the earth's extremity atone II J 

Should bound my empu-e ? He for this reduc'tf 

Revolted ^gypt, and inlarg'd my fway 

With fandy Libya, and the (iiltry clime . 

Of .Ethiopia. He for this fubdu'd 

The Hellefpontic rage, and taught itie ft* 1 2a 

Obedience to my pow'r. Then ceafe to think^ 

That heav'n deferting now the caufe of kings 

Thofe defpicable Grecians will inlpire- . 

With courage more than human, and expunge 

The common fears of nature from their breads. r 25; 

He ceas'd, when thus Abrocomes began. 

The king commands, us to reveal our hearts; 
Then- may the fun to lightnings change his beams 
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And blaft my head with ruin; may the king 

Look on his fervant with a loathing eye, 130 

If what I here aiGrm be falfe, or vain. 

That yonder Grecians will oppofe our courie. 

The king arofe. No more: prepare my Car; 
The Spartan adle Demaratus call : 
We will our ielves advance and view the foe. 1 35 

The monarch will'd; and fuddenly he hears 
His trampling horfes. High on filver wheels 
The iv'ry car with azure lapphirs ihone, 
Cierulean beryls, and the jalper green, 
The emerald, the ruby's glowing bluih, 140 

The ilaming topaz with its golden beam. 
The pearl, th' impurpled amathyft, and all 
The various gems, which India's mines aflbrd 
To deck the pomp of kings. In bumi^'d gold 
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A Jculptur'd eagle from behind difplays 14; 

Its ftately neck, and o'er the monarch's head 

Extends its dazzling wings. Eight gen'rous fteeds, 

Which on the &n'd Nyfean plain were nurs'd 

In wintry Media, drew the radiant car. 

Not thofe of old to Hercules refiis'd ' i jo 

By 61fe Laomedon, nor Aey, which bore 

The fon of Ttetis through the Icatter'd rear 

Of Troy's devoted race, might thefe fiirpafi . 

In ftrength, or beauty. With obedient pride 

They heard their lord : exulting in the air 155 

They to6'd their foreheads, while rfie filver manes 

Smote on their glitt'ring necks. The king alcends : 

Belide his footftool Demaratns lat. 

The charioteer now (hakes the golden reins, " 

Bold Patiramphes. At the fignal bound i6d- 

Th' attentive fteeds J the chariot flew ; bdnnd 

M Ten 
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Ten thoufand horfe in thunder fwept the field. 

The eaftern bands (fo Xerxes had ordain'd) 

Between the fea-beat margin, and the camp 

All wait imbattled, all prepar'd to pat 165 

Thermopylae. To thele with rapid wheels 

Th' imperial car proceeds. Th' approaching king 

Soon through the wide battalions is proclaim'd. 

He now draws nigh. Th' innumerable hoft 

Roll back by nations, and admit their lord 170 

With all his Straps. From his cryftal dome 

Rais'd on the bottom of the watiy world 

Thus when the potent ruler of the floods 

With each cserulean deity afcends, 

Thron'd on his pearly chariot; all the deep 175 

Divides its bofom to th' emerging God. 

So Xerxes rode between the Afian world 

On either fide receding; when, as down 

Th" immea- 
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Th' immeafiirable ranks his fight was loft, 
A momentary gloom o'ercaft his mind, i 8a 

While this refledHon fill'd his eyes with teiiis: • ' 

That foon, as Time an hundred years had told. 
Not one of all thofe thoulknds Ihoald furtive, , , 
Whence to oblcuie thy pride arofe, that cloud ? 
Was it, that once humanity could touch i8j 

A tyrant's breaft? or rather did thy foul ' ' 
Repine, O Xerjtes, ' at the bitter thought, : 
That all thy pow'r was mortal ?. But the veil 
Of ladnels foon foifook his brightning eyes. 
As with adoriiig homage millions bow'd, 190 

And to his heart rdentlefi pride recall'd. 
Elate the mingled profpefl he furveys 
Of glitt'ring files unnumber'd, chariots Icyth'd 
On thund'ring axles roU'd with haughty fteeds ' 
In fumptuous trappings clad (Barbaric pomp) 195 

M a Which 
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WMch tore with ipuming hoofs the faiidy beach j 

WhUe ev'iy banner to the fuHfcifpa&ds 

Its gorgeous folds, thsit beam'^ with gaii, with fliield^ ■ 

Tiaras, helms «liviron'd, ftftd With- (pdKifs < 

In number e^uil 16 fee bfad«d grfiSJ' -^ '■ ' ■ •■■''■■'266 

Whofe living gtieSri' iti Veriial feuty doSths ' ' 

Theffalia's vale. 'Whlfpow'rS'tlffeuftdirigye^fe 

Can to the mind jite&H: &' SHiiMllig S^nef - ■ .'■ ■'■ 

Not thee, whom fttriiKtarfs feSling toistddigha, ■ 

Poetic Fancjfj tOHiJrkid Icall; : ,• • • ;; tOj 

But thou, hiftoriq Trtitb, -tuppiStt nSy'ifoiig, ■ "1 ' •: V 

Which fhall the varttfiis ftiukiwdbdiiplay;; : ' - .>:• ■: 

Their arms, their tnanners, imdtheic bative fiat •.: 

The Periiaii5.fir(iiofcaly Wiirfefett.:fiiDik6 
With colours vilyjHg <Jii the gofg«e&s lled'^ 
A genrous tiSSaft. FMij^ ttieir ififelit'^HJ : 
..-;.;■' r: :' Their 
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Their tongues were praftic'd in the love of truth, 

Their limbs inur'd to ev'ry manly toil, 

To brace the bow, to rule th' impetuous fteed. 

And dart the javelin ; worthy to enjoy 215 

The liberty, their injur'd fathers loft, 

Whofe arms for Cyrus overturn'd the ftrength 

"Of Babylon and Sardis, and advanc'd 

The »iftots head above his country's laws. 

Such were the Perfians; but untaught to form 220 

The ranks of battle, with unequal force 

Againft the phalanx of the Greeks they fiood. 

Arid to the mafly fliield, and weighty Ipear 

A target light, and flender lance oppos'd. 

On ev'ry head 'tiaras rofe, like tow'rs, 225 

Impenetrable. AH with burhilh'd gold 

Blaz'd their gay fandajs, and the floatiiig reins 

'Of each proud courfer. Daggers finm their thighs. 
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A well-ftor'd quiver from their ftioulders hung, 
And ftrongeft bows of mighty fize they bore. 230 

Next, with rcfembling arms the Medes are feen, 
The Ciflians, and Hyrcanians. Media once 
From her bleak mountains aw'd the fubjefl: Eaft. 
Her kings in cold Ecbatana were thron'd. 
The Ciflians march'd from Su&'s regal walls, 335 

From fultiy fields o'erlpread with branching palms. 
And white with lillies, water'd by the tides 
Of fara'd Choaipes, whofc tianlparent waves 
The golden goblet wafts to Perfia's kings. 
No other ftream the royal lip bedews. 240 

Hyrcania's race forlbok their fruitful clime 
Dark with the verdure of ejqranding oaks. 
To Ceres dear and Bacchus. There the com 
Bent by its golden burthen flieds unreap'd 
its plenteous feed impregnating the foil 24.5 

With 
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With future harvefts; whUe the bees refide 

Among th' intwinmg branches of the groves. 

Where with their labours they enrich the leaves. 

Which flow with fweetnefi. Next, Aflyria's fons 

Their brazen helms difplay, th'unsldlfiil work 250 

Of rude Barbarians. Thic^ wove flax defends 

Their cheft and loins. A buckler guards their arm. 

Girt with a falchion each a mace liiftains 

O'erlaid with iron. On Euphrates' banks 

In Babylon's ftupendous walls they dwell, 2$ 5 

And o'er the plains, where once with mightier tow'rs 

Old Ninus rear'd its head, th' imperial feat 

Of eldeft tyiiats. Thefe Clialdsa joins. 

The land of fliepherds. On the paftures wide 

There Belus firft difcern'd the various courie a6o 

Of heav'n's bright planets, and the cluft'ring ftars 

With names diftinguifli'd, whence himfelf was deem'd 

, The 
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The chief of Gods. His heav'n-afcending fane 

In Babylon the proud AlTyrians rais'd. 

Drawn from the fertile foil, which Ochus laves, 265 

The Badrians ftood, like Pedia's bands atdr'd. 

Though lefs their javelins, and their bows of cane ; 

The Paricanians next all rough with hides 

Of Ihaggy goats, with bows and daggers arm'd. 

Alike in horrid garb the Cafpian train 270 

From barren mountains, and the dreary coaft, 

Which bounds the ftormy lake, that bears djeir name. 

With cany bows, and fcymetars were led. 

The Indians then a threefold band a^peafd. 

Part guide the horfe, and part the rapid <ar; 275 

The reft on foot within the bei^ding cane 

For (laughter held their iron-podnted roeds. • 

Thefe o'er the Indus from the diftant fl<jods 

Of Gangss pafi'd, -and left a region ]ov'4 

2 By 
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By ktrifli Nature. There dm fSnt^iovf yew «89 

Twice crown'd with k»ve{k foules. TJj§ hm^'i AruU 
The cinnamon, and ^ikejurd ble& th«ir 6Ms. 
Atray'd in native wealth the wajrioiuf (bom- 
Thai ears WSK graced with peodwt^ god tbeif hjuvh 
Indicted wore a bracelet ftarr'd with gems. ggj 

Thefe were the nations, who to Xerxes feat 
Their milled aids of infentry mi hwfc. 

Now, Mufe, recount what nuqjb«s, ypt ijatoW 
On fcpt obfcur'd the Cwface of the ftprej 
Or who iij (Jwriots, or Qn cam^ beat i^o 

The looto'd 6nd, The Pattbjaws firft «d»»iM:^ 
Then weak ii> numbsrs p'sr <hf MaJan ftraod 
Fv from Aeir laoely v^es, sod wpody hills, 
Not yet renpjTO'd fcr WMJIiks fl^d^ they trod. 
With them the A^dJaus, DadJSO «T4I^'d, ?9S 

N Gandarians, 
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Gandarians, and Chorafmians, all attir'd. 

Like Badria's fons. To thefe the Saces join, 

From cold Imaiis drawn, from Oxus' waves, 

And Cyra built on laxartes' brink, 

The bound of Perfia's Empire. Wild, untam'd, 300 

And prone to rage, their defarts they forfook 

A bow, a falchion, and a pond'rous ax 

The favage legions arm'd. A pointed cask 

O'er each grim vifage rear'd its iron cone. 

In arms, like Perfians, the Saranges flood. 305 

High as the knee their buskins ftretch'd, and clung 

Around their haiH. With glowing colours dy'd 

Gay flione their varied garments. Next are feen 

ThePaflyan, Mycian, and the Utian train 

In skins of goats, all horrid. Bows they wield 3 ro 

Of fpringy reed, with poynards at their fides. 

With Ijrotted hides of leopards all array 'd, 

Or 
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Or with the Ipoil from tawny lions torn, 

In graceful range the Ethiopians ftand 

Of equal ftature, and a bearuteous fame ; 315 

Though fcorching Phcebus had imbrownVl their ftce, 

And curl'd their crilped locks. In ancient fong 

Renown'd forrjufldce, riches they difdain'd, 

As foes to vu-tue. From their feat remote 

On Nilus' verge above th' Egyptian bound, 320 

Forc'd by their kings' malignity and pride 

Thefe friends of hofpitahty and peace, 

Themfelves uninjur'd, wag'd rduflant war 

Againft a lapd, whofe climate, and whofe name 

To them. were ftrange. With hardeft ftone they point 

The rapid arrow. Bows of hideous length, 326 

Form'd with th'elaftic branches of the palm, 

They bore, and lances arm'd with horns of goats. 

And maces ftrong with iron. Now, O Mufe, 

N 2 Recite 
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Recite the nations, who in hdmets ftamM 33a 

Of various parts, and dofc-connefted joints. 

With darts, and poTnanb, flnelds, and lances weak, 

A. feeble train, attend their tyrant's will. 

All viainu deftin'd to imbrue with gore 

The Grecian fpears; die Rphlagonians firft 335 

From where Carambis with projefted brows 

O'erlooks the dusky Enxinc wrapt in mills. 

And where throogh flow'ix, dut paint its various banks, 
Parthenius flows ; Ae ^briandynians next. 
The Matienian, and the Ligyan bands, 340 

With them the Syrian multitudes, who dwell 
Near Dbphne's grove, who cultivate the glebe 
Wide-water'd by Orontes, who along 
Th' extended ridge of Libanus are mus'd 
Among the eedars, or with foodful dates 345 

Pluckt from the palms, whofc fruitage grac'd the plains 

Around 
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Around Damafciu: ^, whe b«tf <&e liattie 

Of Cappadocians, fWfeB the SjrrUtt hofti 

With thofe who githd- ftom the fiagrant flirtib 

The aromatic balfetti, ahd extraft 35° 

Its milky juioe aldng die lovely fide 

Of winding Jordan, till imraens'd it fleep 

Beneath the pitchy fuffiice, which obfctires 

Th' Afphaltic lake. The Phrygians then advahce. 

To them their ancient colony is join'd, 3Si 

Th' Armenian baiids. Thefe fee the bnrfBng fyiin^ 

Of ftrong Euphrates cleaye the yielding eSHh, 

And wide in lakes expan<Eng hide die plain; 

Thence with collefled wsaters fierce and deep 

Its paffige tending through diniinifli'd rocks 360 

Tp Babylon it ibams. Kot to the ware 

Of foft Araxes to the Cafpian glides. 

But dealing imperc^titiy it hveS 

The 
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The fruitfijl herbage of Arnjenia's meads. ' > 

Next, ftrange to view, in iimilaf attire, ■ ' 365, 
Though far unlike in manners to the Greeks, 
Appear the Lydians. Wantonnefs and {port 
Were all their care. Befide Cayfter's ftream. 
Or fmooth Mieander winding filent by. 
Or near Paflolus' wave among the vines 37' 

Of Tmolus rifing, or the wealthy tide 
0/golden-fanded Hermus they allure 
The fight enchanted with the graceful dance. 
Or witli melodious fweetnefi charm the air. 
And melt to fofteft languithment the foul. . . 375 
What to the battle's danger could incite 
Thefe tender fons of luxury? Thelafh 
Of their ftern monarch urg'd their fhiv'ring limbs 
Through all the tempefts, which enrag'd the main. 
And fliook beneath their trembling fteps the pile, 380 

That 
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That join'd the Afian and the weftem worlds. 

To thefe Maeonia hot with fulph'rbus mines 

Unites her troops. No tree adorns their fields 

Unblefi'd with verdure, and with afhes ftrewn. 

Black arc the rocks, and ev'ry hill deform'd 385 

With conflagration. Helmets prefs'd their brows. 

Two darts they brandUh'd. Round their woolly veft 

A fword was girt, and hairy hides compos'd 

Their buckleis round and light. The Myfians left 

Olympus wood-envelop'd, and the foil 390 

Wafti'd by Caicus, and the baneful tide 

OfLycus, nurfe of fcrpents. Targets, helms. 

And wooden javelins haiden'd in the flames 

They bore. By thefe, imbattled next are feen 

An ancient nation, who in early bmes^ 395 

By Trojan arms aflail'd, their native land 

Efteem'd Ids dear than freedom, and exchang'd 

Their 
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Their feat on acryiPOiB, w^ece ia Thmc^ it pmus 

Its freezing cuixfsat, {at die diit^st Onom 

Of fifliy Sang^. Tiiefe Bitlijntans nam'd 4.00 

Their habitfkticw tp. tii« («cc^ fi«t 

^Dindymus fxftmd. Yft dj«re ti«y grogn'd 

Beneath apprei^oDj «nd their frcedcmmouin'il 

Onflwe^tramir, uoateoaStifsaoDh&. 

The ruddy sldts oiiaxoi Cnn'd tlieir cask ; 405 

Their &wUt ««»t &Quon'(l liicedic homed raoen : 

4i, dart, and flendo! popiiid aim'd dieii hands; 

A reft embrac'd their ho<li«> whSe alyotul 

Ting'd wit^ nwiiwhjjr'J huesa mantle flowM.. 

But other Thtaciaat, who cfaek fctmn nanne 4.1a 

Retain'd in iUu, Aood widi duning he^iQi. 

T4f horns of bulls, ai iiiu|8<H>g hn& 

Adom'd the lofg; aeA. fhataaan <iaA 

Their legs infolds, «iA hn^cft purple ftmn'd; 

I And 
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And through the foreft wont to chafe the boar, 415 
A hunter's Ipear thejr grafp. What nations ftill 
On either lide of XerxesV.while he pafs'd, 
Piefent their huge array, and fwell his foul 
With more than morul pride ? The num'rous train 
Of Mofehians and Macrcinians n6w fucceed, 440 

And MofyncBcians, who, with berries fed. 
In wooden tow'is along the Pontic Ihore 
lUpofe their painted limbs ; the mirthiul.raqe 
Of Tibarenians next, whofe wanton minds 
Delight in (portj and laughter: ■ all in casks 425 

Of wood, with ihields, and lancies finall, whofe points 
Beyond propordon lengthen. ' Then approach. 
In garments o'er their fpacious bofom cla^'d, 
And part with javelins, part with Lycan bows, 
A people deftiii'd in eternal verie, ' 430 

Ev'n thine, fiihlime Mseonides, to lire. . r . ,' ' 

O " Thefe 
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Thtfe are thtf Wilyatisi Sblyittt fheif naitte 

In thy ceteffiiat teains, Piiidid's hijfe 

Their dwelling. Oh6t-3i-f6tadiMitir^B, 

They fec'd the' ptat fieUeiiaphoa in^ war, 440 

No#' ddoM'd a iiU>I«: fremealjoas fee to meet, 

T henifelves wH^iir/d *iA I»«dage, arid ta lea*e; 

Their putrid biSdieS fi* tlhe dogs of Greece. 

Next are the MBisi) ktgMM fiumfh'd all 

With fhieldii df skidlj wkb dartsj. a Ad hehnets wove 445 

Of Arongeft f«t1We. Alte's hoft pMtend 

The Baariaii i*ic«i- aMd telnse the Perfian bow, 

DiaWn ftotn! a rsgiort hotAd ah widi i!hom. 

One hideAVM waAe of Glads, whRJi mock the toil 

Of patient (tuhaw J favtf erne ferdur'cffpo^ 450 

Which, Kite ian ifle, anmrgss from the wildy 

ft verdure clad, and iliie»fpere'd with viaefe, 

Whofe gen'rous ckiftai yield » juice, that Icomt- 

The 
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The injuries of Time. Yet Nature's Jiapd 
Had fowo their roqks with coral, and enriqh'd . +^^ 
Their defert hjlls with veins of fipphirs blue, 
And thole, whofe azure lp«rks of ^ol4 adoQi. . 
Theft from the turbaot flame. On ey'ry neck 
The coral blulhes through the num'ious throng. 
The Allarodians, and Salperian bands 4,0p 

Were arm'd with poniards, like the Chplchiaji hoft; 
Their heads were guarded with a helm of wood. 
JSiort were their fpears, of hides UBdrefs'd:their (hields. 
The Chokhians march'd from Plufis, and the Ihore^ 
Whae once Medea feir enchantrefi flood, 465 

And wondrjng view'd the firft ^Tent'rpiis haiii 
That ftem'd the Pontic fiiam. Fiom Ar^'s fide 
The demigods deicended, and repair'd 
To her £dl fire's inhci^itable walls. 
His bloori)ii^ gw** Jafon there difplax'4 • +70 

O 2 With 



db, Google 



'loo LEON I DAS. Book III. 

With ev'ry art of eloquence divine 

He claim'd the golden fleece. The virgin heard. 

She gaz'd with fatal ravifliment, and lov'd. 

Then to the hero flie refighs her heart ; 

Her magic tames the bfazeh-footed bulls ; 475 

She luUs the fleeplefi dragon, and to Greece 

With faithle/s Jafon wafts the radiant prize. ■ 

The Cholchians then purfu'd their fteps with war. 

And now with antient enmity inflam'd, 

Or elfe coinpell'd by' Xerxes to recal 480 

The long-forgotten wrong, thef tnenace Greece ' 

With defolation. Next in Periian guift 

A croud advanc'd, who left the varidiis ides ' ' '"'■''■ 

In Perfia's gulph, and round Arabia fenowh. ■ ' 

Some in their native topaz were adom'd, ' 485 

From Ophiodes, andTopazos fprung; i. 1 ; . . - 

And fome with Ihells of tortoifes, which brood 

Around 
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Around Cafids' verge. To them were join'd 
Thofe, who refide, where Eiychras intomb'd 
Lies all befet with palms, a pow'rful king, 490 

Who nam'd of old the Erythnean main. 
The Lybians next are plac'd. In chariots fcyth'd 
They lat terrific, cloath'd in skiiis, with darts 
Of wood well-temper'd in the hardning JIames. 
Not Libya's deferts ftoia tyrannic Iway 45 j 

Could hide her Ions ; much lefs could fimlom dwell 
Amid the plenty of Arabia's fields^ 
Where fpicy caflia, and the fragrant reed, 
■ And myrrh, and hallow'd ftankincerife perfume 
The zephir's wihg. A bow'bflaigeft.fize 500 

Th' Arabians wield> and o'tr their lucid' veft 
Loofe floats a inande on their ihoulder claip'd.- 
Of thefe two 'myriads c«i the'lofty back 
Of camels rode, that match'd the fwifteft-hdffe. , 

I Such 
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Such were the nunAers, w^iich from Afiaied 505 
Bow'd down with low proftration to the wheels 
Of Xerxes' chariot. Yet what legiom jnore 
Expand their mighty range? What banners ftill 
The Mahan Ands o'erihadow? Forward Jrolk 
The tegd car through nations, whidi in arms, 510 

^d order'd ranks unlike die «aAern throgg 
Upheld die fpear and 4>uckIcT. Yet untaught 
To bend the fervile knee ««a they ftpod; 
Unlefs that meuming o'er the Aamefril we%ht 
Of their «ew bondage &me their brows depr^fi'd, 54 5 
And ftain'd dieir amu with forrow. lEmapf:'^ race 
Were thefe, whom Xtntts by refiftlefi face 
Had gather'd to his ftandards. Murm'rii^ hoe 
The fons of Thrace, and Macedonia ilogd, 
Here on i& Aeed 'the brave Th^Baa froMs'd. j;o 
3 There 
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There pin'd relu<3attf ffiiddttkfcs, who bote 
The name et Gi^efcs, ind peopled all the eca* 
Between B^antium, and the Malian baj. 

Through all the numbers, which adoi^'d hia pride^ 
Or fear'd his femr't, the mcMarc^ ndvr «as pa&A'r 5 25 
Nor yet among thofe myriatb could be found 
One, who with Xerxes' felfia tow'ang fize, 
Ot beauteous features might (xiiiipAtt. O WPetcU 
Poflefs'dof alt, but virtuej doom'd to Ihew, 
How mean without her is unbounded pow'r, j jo 

The charm of beauty, and the Maze of fta«e, 
How infecuie of happinefi, how vain. 
Thou, who couldlf mourn the common' lot, which heav'n 
From none withhdds; whieir oft to thoufands p»ove* 
Their only refuge from a tyrant's rage ; i3S 

And which by pining fickficfi, age, or psrin 

Becomes 
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Becomes at laft a Ibothing hope to all ; 

Thou, who couldft weep, that Nature's gentle hand 

Should lay her wearied ofispring in the tomb. 

Yet couldft remorfelefi from their peaceful Xeats 5+3 

Lead half the nations in a clime unknown 

To fall the vidims of thy ruthlels pride ; 

What didft thou merit from the injur'd world f 

What fulTrin^ to compenfete for the tears 

Of Afia's mothers, for unpeopled realms, S^S 

And all this wafte of nature ? On his hoft 

The king exuldng bends his haughty fight, 

When thus to Demaratus he began. 

Now Demaratus to thy foul recal 
My father great Darius, who receiv'd . 550 

Thy wandring fteps expell'd their native home. 
Ill would it then become thee to beguile • 

Thy 
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Thy benefeftors, and the truth difguife, 

Look back on all thofe thoufands, and declare, 

If yonder Grecians will oppofe their march. 55 j 

The exile anfwer'd. Deem not mighty lord, 
I will deceive thy goodncfi by a tale 
Foig'd for their glory, whofe deluded minds 
Perverfely hearken'd to the fland'rer's tongue ; 
Who forc'd me with unmerited di%race 560 

To tread the paths of banifliment and woe. 
Nor be the king ofiended, while I {peak 
The words of truth. The Spartans never fly. 

Here with contemptuous fmiles the king retum'd. 

Wilt thou, who once wert Lacedaemon's chief, 565 

Encounter twenty Perfians? Yet thofe Greeks 

With greater difproportion inuft confront 

Our hoft to-morrow. Demaratus thus. 

P Br 
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B Y iinglc cQsbbat were the tryal vain, 
And vainer ftiU by my unworthy fword, J70 

To prove the merit of united force. 
Which oft by military skill furmounts 
The ftrength of numbers. Nor in fields of war 
The Greeks excel by difcipline alone, 
But from theii- tnamieis. Gfafilthyear, O king, 575 
'rtie dilFrence learn of Grecian bands, and thine. 
Theflow'r, the bulwark of thy pow'rful hoft 
Are mercenaries. ' Thefe are canton'd round 
Thy provinces. No fertile field demands 
Their painfiil hand to turn the fellow glebe. r 8a 

Them to the luxm-day toil no harveft calls. 
The ftubbom oak along the mountains brow 
Sinks not beneath their ftroke, With caiefiil ^es 
They mark not how the flocks, or heifers feed. 

To 
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To them of wealth, and all poffeffions void 585 

The name of country with an empty found 

Flies o'er the ear, nor warms their joylels hearts, 

Who Ibare no country. Needy, yet with {ecru 

Rejeding labour, wretched by their wants. 

Yet profligate through indolence, with limbs 596 

Soft and enervate, and with minds corrupt; 

From mifery, debauchery, and floth 

Are thefe to battle drawn againft a foe 

Inur'd to hardlhip, and the child of toil. 

Wont through the freezing fliow'r, and wintry ftorm 595 

O'er his own glebe the tardy ox to goad ; 

Or in the fim's impetuous heat to glow 

Beneath the burthen of the yellow {heaves: 

Whence on himfelf, on her, whofe {aithftil arms 

Infold him joyful, and a nimi'rous race, 600 

P 2 Which 
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Which glads his dwelling, plenty he beftowt 

With independence; and when call'd to war 

For thefc his deareft comfort, and his care. 

And for the harveft piomis'd to his loU, 

He lifts the fliield, nor fliuns unequal force. 605 

Such are the pow'rs of ev'ry ftate in Greece 

One only breeds a race more warlike ftill, 

Ev'n thofe, who now defend that rocky pafs. 

The fons of Lacedamon. They untaught 

To break the glebe, or bind the golden flieaves, 610 

To far feverer labours are inur'd. 

Alone for war, their fole delight, and care. 

From infency to manhood, . are they form'd 

To want, and danger, to th' unwholefome ground. 

To winter watches, and inclement skies, 615 

To plunge through torrents, brave the tusky boar, • 

To arms, and wounds; an exercife of pain 

So 
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So fierce and conftant, that to them a camp 

With all its hardlhips k the feat of reft, 

And war itfelf remiffion from their toik 620 

Thy words ate folly, fcomfiil here replied 
The Perfian monarch. Does not freedom dwell 
Among the Grecians ? Therefore will they fliun 
Superiour foes, for whofoe'er is free 
Will fly from danger ; while the Perfians know, 625 
If fiom th' allotted ftation they retreat. 
The fcourge awaits them, and my heavy wtath. 

Conceive not, Xerxes, Sparta's chief retum'd, 
The Grecians want an objeft, where to fix 
Their eyes with lev-rence, and obedient dread. 630 

To them more awefiil than the name of king 
To Afia's trembling millions is the law, 

Whofc 
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Whofe facred voice injoins them to confront 

Unnumber'd foes, toVanquifli, or to die. 

- , .'■'.■'. ■ "■ ' ' ' ' 

In filence now the banifli'd king remain'd. 635 

While near the ftraits tte chariot rdll'd; itchanc'd, 
The Spartans then wete ftktion'd out on guard. 
Thefe in gymnaftic exercife employ 'd, 
Nor heed the monarch, nor his gaudy train ; 
But tofs'd fllfc (pear, and whirl'd the rapid dan, 640 
Or met with adverfe fliields in iingle war. 
Or trooping fwiitly rufli'd on e»'ry fide" 
With ranks unbroken, and with equal feet : 
While -othets -calm teneadi their poiifli'd hehns 
Drew down their liair, whict hung in feble cnrfe, 645 
Aiiti fpreaii'flidf litcks *itfc terttmr. Xeracs here 
The exile qudtions. What do thefe intend. 
Who thus with care'fifl iainds ^^trft their hair ? 

■' ■ • r 

To 
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To whom the ^artan. O imperial lord, 
Such is their cofttm, to adorn their heads, 650 

When with detennin'd vakmr they prefent 
Tlieir daundelt breafts before the jaws of dead. 
Bring down thy myriads all in ^tifring fteel. 
Arm, if thou caofl, the gen'al race of man ; 
All, who poffleft dke regions unexplor'd . . 6 j j 

Beyond the Ganges, all,' whofc wandnng fieps. 
Behind the Cafpian range the Scythian wild, 
Witli thofe, who drink the fectBf fount of Nile, 
Yet to the brealb of Sparta's fbns Jhall &ar 
Be ftill a ftranger. Thus with fetrom- fpake 66* 

The exil'd king, when goQm^ from his eyes . ' . 
Refiftlefi grief o'eiAjw'd his cheet. Alide . ' 

fiis head he turn 'd, and widpt in <»pioai ftreaots. 
TheladretneinbranoeofhJ3ibrnicr:ftate> .'i ! 

H!s 
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His dignity, his greatnels, and the fight 665 

Of thofe brave ranks, which thus unfliaken ftobd, 

And Ipread amazement through the world in arms. 

Excite thofe forrows. Oft with eager eyes 

He views the godhke warriouts, who beneath 

His ftandard once viQorious' fought, who call'd 670 

Him once their king and leader. Then again 

{lis head he bows virith anguiih, and bedeWs 

His breaft y/ith. tears ; in agony bemoans 

His faded honours, his illuftrious name 

Forgotten now, his majefty defil'd 675 

With exile and dependence. So obfcur'd 

By creeping ivy, and by fordid mofi 

Some lordly palace, or ftupendous fane. 

Magnificent in ruin ftands; where time 

Wide- wafting fi-om the nodding roof hath mow'd 680 

The column down, and cleft the pond'rous dome. 

I Not 
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Not unoWoY'd by Hypefanthes BMUhiy 
Th' unhappy Spartan. Kindly to Hs own 
Th' exile's hand he joins, and thus humane. 
O Demaratus, this thy grief confirms, 68 j 

How well the Greeks deferve thy gen'rous praiie, > 
Who ftill repining doft their lofi deplore. 
Though cherifh'd here with univerfal lovei 
But O let indignation in thy t»re«ft 
Revive thy wrongs! then blels th' aufpicious &te, 690 
Which led thee 6r from calumny and fi-aud 
To fliare the favour of the higheft king. 

As Demaratus with a grateful mind 
Addrefe'd himfelf to anfwer, Perfia's king 
Thus interrupted. Soon, as morning fhines, 695 

O D» 
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Do thou Tigranes and Phraortes head 

The Medes and Saces. Bring thofe Grecians boumt 

This faid. The monarch to his tent retum'd. 



End of the third Book.: 
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BOOK IV. 

The argument 

hetmidai rifii^ hy hreak of day eomiiutuU a htfy vfArcaSam, mtS^ 
the tbeJpianSf and Plataam to he drawn outjbr battk in that part 
^^tbermo^Uit -wbicb lay tinder the Phoeian waU^Jrvm wHetue he 
Barar^ues tbem. The enemy approacbet. Di«nedm kiik Tt^anti. 
in fif^^ combat. Both armies join batik: Diti^ambus kiUt 
Pbraortes, the PerfanSy entirely defeated^ are pur^d with ffeat 
fiat^er by Diomedon and Dithyrambus to the extremity oftbe paft. 
The Grecian commanders after the purJUit retire for refrefimmf 
to a cave in the fde of mount Oeta. Leonidas recals tbem to the 
camPt and fends devm frefi forces. ZHomeibm, and.Ditbyramlm^ 
vntb the Plataans are permitted to continue in the field. By tbeadvica 
ifDiamedoa tbe Grecians advance totbetroad^ pat^ofThm^ 
pyla, wbere tbey form a line of tbirty in depth, con^i^ oftbe 
Plataans^ MantinMm, HJfgaans^ TheAam, CorinHHami PhS^Sam^ 
and Afycenaans, The attack is renewed with great violence by Hy- 
peranthes^ Jhrocomes^ andtbe prmipal Perfian kadtrt at tbe^head^ 
^ fome cbofen troths, 

Q^a LA C O-; 
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LACONIA's leader with the morning rofe, 
When thus to Alpheus, From Arcadia's bands 
Sele<a a thouftnd ipears. To thefe unite 
The Thefpians and Platseans. Kange their lines 
Before the wall, which fortifies the pals : j 

There clofe-imbodied will their might repulfe 
The num'rous foe. Obedient to his will 
Th' appointed legions iffuing from their tents , 

AVith deep'ning ranks Leonidas inclofe. 
So round their monarch in his ftormy cave to 

The winds afTemble, from his lable throne 
When ^olus lends forth his dread command 
To fweU the main, or heav'n with clouds deform, 
Or bend the foreft from the mountain's brow. 
The chief of Sparta from the rampart's height 15 

Thus to the fight the lift'ning hoft inflames. 

This 
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This da^, O Greciajns, countrymen, andfiieods, 
Yoor wives, ycaxr o flijuin g^ jroor paternal feabs. 
Your fatheis, country, Ucrty, and laws 
Have ient you lutlier,. fiem your in&iit age ao 

Veis'd in the varioin. difc^Bdmc of llfaiv 
Laborious, aSi»e, virtuous^ brave, and &ee. 
To match your vafeyr wink ignoble foes. 
In war unskilful, nature's' bal^ droli,, 
The foes of aH utility and wc^h, 25 

And thence » racoanh's raetcenary flaivw; 
With fpirits broke by femttidfe and want,, 
'Wkh limbs reliix'd by llbtH, and: wuuon- cale. 
With minds debaueh'd by vices, ^lin^ir'di 
By all th'indeanng' eares in fiiee^boraluaits, 30 

Who cold and! droeping fight witfaoat a cauie. 
To wh<Hn defeat it neitAcF gri^ nor fliame. 

Who 
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Who feck no fruit from vi&ory, but {poil. 

Theft are the flow'r of Afia's hoft. The reft. 

Who fill their boailed numbers, aie a croud 35 

Forc'd from their dwellings to the bloody field. 

From whom till now with jealous care their lord 

Has ftill withheld the inftniments of war. 

Thefe are the peopk taught with patient grief 

To bear the rapine, cruelty, and Ipurns 40 

Of Xerxes' mercenary bands, and pine 

In Servitude to flaves. With terrour founds 

The trumpet's clangor in their trembling ears. 

Unwonted loads, the buckler and the lance 

Their hands fuftain incumber'd, and preftnt 45 

The mockery of war. But ev'ry eye 

Flames with impatient ardour, and your breads 
Too long their fwelling Ipirit have confin'd. 
Go then, ye fbm of Liberty, and fweep 

3 Thefc 
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Thefe bondmen from the field, Refiftlefs rend 50 

The glitt'ring ftandard from their fervile hands. 

Hurl to the ground their ignominious heads 

The warriour's helm profaning. Think the Shades 

Of your forefathers rear their fecred brows 

Here to enjoy the gloiy of their fons. 55 

He fpake. Loud Paeans burft trom all die hoft.. 
With fierce reply unnumber'd fliouts afcend 
Eiom hoftile nations thronging down the pafs. . 
Such is the roar of ^tna, when her mouth 
Difplodes.combuftion fiom her fulph'rous depths, 60 

And blafts the finiles of Nature. Dauntlels flood 
In deep array before the Fhocian wall 
The Greeks clofe^wedg'd with impUcated fliields, , 
And fpears protended, like the graceful range 
Of arduous elms, whofe interwoven boughs 6 j 

Before 
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Before fome rural palace wide expand 

Their venerable umbrage to retard 

The North's impetuous wing. As o'er the main 

In lucid rows the riling waves refleft 

The fun's effulgence, {o the Grecian helms 70 

Retum'd his light, which o'er their convex pour'd, 

And fcatter'd Iplendour on the dancing plumes. 

Down rufli'd the foe. Exulting in the van 

Their haughty leader fliakes his threatning lance, 

And frowns defiance. Barfling from his rank 75 

Diomedon with inftant faiy fac'd 

Th' impending foes. Meantime he loudly calls 

Their chief Tigianes, whom he thus defies. 

Now thou art met. Barbarian. Wouldft thou prove 
Thy adione equal to thy vaunts, command 80 

Thy troops to halt, while thou and I engage. 

TiGRANES 
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TiGRANES turning to thePerfians fpake. 
My Inends, and foldiers, check your ardent hafte. 
While my ftrong hnce yon Grecian's pride confounds. 

H E ceas'd. In dreadful oppofition now 8 j 

Each combatant advanc'd. With finewy hand 
They gripe their (pears high-biandifli'd. Thrice theydiove 
With well-direfted force the pointed fteel 
At cither's throat, and thrice their fliields repel 
The deftin'd wound. At length the Eaftern chief 90 
With all his pow'rs coUeSed for the ftroke 
His javelin rivets in the Grecian targe. 
Afide Diomedon inclines, and fliuns 
Approaching fete. Then all his martial skill . 
Undaunted lummons. His for&ken lance 95 

Befide him caft, his felchion he unflieaths. 
The blade defcending on Tigranes' arm, 

R That 
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That inftant ftruggling to redeem his fpear, 

The fhiv'ring hand diflevers. Pale affright 

Unmans the Perfian, while his adive foe loa 

Full on his neck difcharg'd the rapid fword, 

And open'a wide the puiple gates of life. 

Low finks Tigranea in eternal Ihade. 

The conqueror beftrides the proftrate dead. 

Then in the clotted lio^eti c£ the hail 105 

His hand intwining from the bleedii^ trunk 

The head disjoin'd, and whirl'd with fudden rage 

Amid the hoflile numbers. AH with dread 

Recoil, where'er the ghaftly vifiige flew 

In fenguine circles, and purfu'd its track no 

Of horrour through the air. Not kfs iunaz'd 

A barb'rous nation, whom the chearful dawn 

Of Icienee ne'er illurain't^ view on lugh 

A meteor waving with pectentc»is Uaze; 

Where 
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where oft, as (iiperftition vainly dreamt, i tj 

Some damon fits amid die baneful fires, 

Dilperfing plagues and delblation round. 

A while the ftem Diomedon remains 

Triumphant o'er die dire difmay, which fratt 

The hearts of Perfia, then with haughty pott^ 120 

And fallen joy among his gladibme friends . 

Relumes his Nation. Sdll the Aiian bands 

With confternation motionleis bj^old 

Their foes with terrour, and fiifpend the fight; 

When thus Phiaortes animates their breafts. 12 j 

H E A V ' N s I can one leader's death appal thi< hofl. 
Which counts a train of monarchs for its chie6! 
Behold PhraortesI from Imaiis' ridge 
I draw my fubjeft files. With hardy toil 
I through the pathkfi foreft have explor'd 130 

R 2 The 
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The tiger's cavem. This unconquer'd arm 

Hath from the lion rent the fliaggy fpoil. 

So through this field of flaughter will I chafe 

Yon vaunting Greek with ruin on his head 

For great Tigranes flain. His words revive 13S 

The flame of valour through the drooping van. 

Then on the rear he htaudiflie his lance. 

Before him ftiiink th' afiirighted croud, 4nd roll 

Their numbers headlorig on the Grecian fteel 

With loot arrangement, and un9ertam feet. 140 

Thus with his trident Ocean's angry God 

From its vaft bottom turns the hideous mafi 

Of wraters upward, and o'erwhelms the bpach. 

Terrific ftood the fierce Pktaean chief 

Amid the Grecian van. His ample targe, 14-S 

Like a ftrong bulwark, prominent he rais'd 

Eefcre the line. There thunder'd all the ftorm 

Of 
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of darts and arrows. His undaunted train 

With emulating ardour charge the foe. 

Where'er they turn the formidable fpears, ijo 

Which drench'd the glebe of Marathon with gore, 

The Perfians heap the plain. Diomedon 

Leads on the llaughter. From his nodding creft 

The fible plumes ihook terrour. Afia's bands 

All (Hudder backward at the dreadiiil beams 155 

Of that uncon<}uerable fword, which fidls 

With Ughtning's fwiftneis o'er their trembling heads. 

And reeking ftill with llain Tigranes' blood 

Their (hatter'd ranks o'erturns. The fijrious chief 

Incompa^'d round with carnage, and befmear'd 160 

With fanguine drops, inflames his warlike friends. 

O DiTHYRAiMBUsI let thy deeds diis day 
Surmount their wonted luftre! Thou in arms, 

Demophilus, 
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Demophilus, worn grey, thy youth recall 

Behold thefe Haves without refiftance bleed. 165 

-Advance, my ancient friend. Propitious Fame 

Smiles on thy years, and gives thy aged hand 

To pluck frelh laurels for thy honour'd brow. 

As, when indu'd with Promethean heat, 
The molten clay refpir'd; with fudden warmth 170 
So glows the venerable Thefpian's age. 
With new-born vigour ev'iy finew fweUs. 
His falchion thund 'ring on Cherafmes' helm 
The forehead clove. Ecbatana to war 
Sent forth Cherafmes. From her potent gates 1 75 

He proud in hope her fwarming numbers led. 
With Ariazus and Penceftes join'd, 
His martial brothers. They attend his doom 
By Dithyrambus foil'd. Their hoary fire 

Shall 
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shall o'er his fiJitaiy pakce roam, 1 80 

Lamenting loud his cbildlefi years, and curfe 

Ambition's fury, and the luft of war. 

Then pining bow with anguijh to the grave; 

Next by the fierce Platsan's matchlcfi fword 

Expires Damates, once the hoft and fiiend 185 

Of fall'n Tigranes; him that day he join'd. 

And left his native bands. Of Syrian birth 

In Daphne he refided near the grove, 

Whofe hofpitable laurels in their fliade 

Conceal'd the virgin fugitive, that fcom'd 150 

Th' embrace of Phoebus; hither flie repaired 

Far from her parent ftream, in feblcs feigu'd 

Herfelf a laurel to have rear'd her head 

With verdant bloom in this retreat, the grove 

Of Daphne call'd, the feat of rural blils, ig^ 

Fan'd by the wing of zephirs, and with rills 

Of 



db, Google 



1 28 L E O N I D A S. Book IV. 

of bubbling founts irriguous, Syria's boaft, 

And happy rival of Theflalia's vale; 

Now hid for ever from Damates' eyes. 

Nor with una<5ive Ipeara th' Arcadians flood. aoo 

Gigantic Clonius unrefifted prefs'd 

The yielding PerCans, who before him funk, 

Crulh'd like vile ftubble underneath tlie fteps 

Of feme glad hind, who vifits o'er the plain 

His new-fliorn harveft. With a fearlefs eye 205 

Phraortes fiw the gen'ral rout. He fprung 

O'er hills of carnage to confront the Greeks, 

Reproaching thus his own inglorious friends. 

Fly then ye cowards, and defert your chief ; 
Yet fingle here my &lchion /hall oppofe 210 

The might of thoufands. Raging thus, he drove 
The deathful fteel through Ariftander's breaft. 

Him 
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Him Dithyrambus lov'd, a facred bard 

Rever'd for juftice, for his verfe renown'd, 

Which fung the deeds of heroes, thofe, who fell, 2x5 

Or thofe, who conquer'd in their country's caufe, 

Th' inraptur'd foul inlpiring with the thirft 

Of glory won by virtue. His high ftrain 

The Mufes favour'd from their ndghb'ring groves. 

And blels'd with heav'nly melody his lyre. 220 

No more from Theipia fliall his feet afcend 

The {hady fteep of Helicon. No more 

The ftreams divine of Aganippe's fount 

His tuneful Up fliall moiften, nor his hands 

Prefent their offrings in the Mufes bow'r, 225 

The proftrate fliield and unforfaken lance 

Now feebly graiping, never more to fwell 

His lofty numbers on the founding ftring. 

Lol Dithyrambus weeps. Amid the rage 

S Of 



db, Google 



1^0 LE ONI DAS. Book IV. 

of war and conqueft a fwift-guflung tear »3(t 

Finds one &d moment's interval to fall 

On his pale fiiend. But ibon the vi(!lor proves 

His fierce revenge.. Through fliield and corfelet plung'd, 

His furious javelis tore the Perfian's cheft. 235 

Phraortes finks, nor yet expiring, fees 

With indignation Perfia's myriads fly. 

Swift through their broken^ legions, fide by fide-, 

Urg'd by the voice of Vii3»ry and Fame, 

Diomcdon and Dithyrambus lang'd. i^o 

So, where Alpheus heard the rattling car. 

And founding hoofs along his echoing banks, 

Twogen'rous courfers Unk'd in n»rtual rein» 

With equal fpeed and ardour beat the duft 

To reach the glories of th' Olympic goal.. 24^5 

Tiu»- 
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This from his lofty chariot Xerxes faw. 
He &w his numbers pouring from the ftraits 
In crouded flight, then fpreading o'er the field, 
All broke and fcatter'd ; as a river burfts 
Impetuous from its fountain, then expands 250 

Its limpid fur&ce o'er the paftures broad. 
Thrice ftarted from his feat th' aftonifti'd king. 
Shame, fear, and indignation rend his breaft ; 
As ruin irreCftible were near 
To overwhelm his miUions. Hafle (he caOs 255 

To Hyperanthes) hafte and meet the Greeks; 
Their daring rage and inlblence repel. 
And from dilhonour vindicate our name. 

The godlike Hyperanthes through the tents 
Obedient moves. Deliberate and brave 260 

S 2 Each 
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Each aflive prince he fuounons, and with care 
ColleiSs the hardieft troops. Around him, foon- 
Inmunerable javelins flame. His voice 
Demands attention, when he thus beg^n.. 

New fiiends. divide, and form two equal bands. 265, 
One with the great Abrocomes, with me,. 
With Intaphernes, and Hydames bold. 
With Mindus and Pandates fliall advance. 
And (hatch this (hort-liv'd. vi<ftory from Greece.. 
You AbradatCK with Phamuchus join'd,, 270- 

Orontes, and Mazsus, keep the reft 
Imbattel'd ready to impart their aid, 
Shou'd envious Fate exhauft our num'rous ranks;; 
For, O great Mithra, may thy radiant eye. 
Ne'er fee us, yielding to ignoble flight, 2.75; 

The Feifian feme difhonour, and the piaifc 

Q£ 
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of our renown'd progenitors, who led 

By Cjrrus gave a monarch to the world. 

Think, O ye princes, flow'r of Afia's realms,. 

What endle£ iniamy will blaft your names, 28a 

Should Greece, that narrow portion of the globe. 

Your arms defy ; when Babylon hath low Yd 

Its tow'nng head, when Lydia's pride is quell'd,. 

And from Ecbatana its empire torn. 

Think too, ye warlike bands, our army's boail^ 3S5 

What deeds are ask'd from your- fuperiour fwords ; 

You, who our mwiarch's largeft bounty Ihare, 

You, to whofe faith and valour he commits 

Himfelf, his queens, his realms, and now his famei 

While Hyperanthes marfkall'd' thus his hoft, . 290 
Far as th' extremefl limit of the pofi, 
Biomedon and Dithyrambus hung 

Bgom 
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Upon the rear of Perfia. Now they turn 

Viftorious, ftriding o'er th' impurpjed heaps 

Of arms, and mangled dead, themfelves with gore 295 

DiftainM ; like two grim tigers, who have forc*d 

A nightly manfion on the defart rais'd 

By fome lone-wandring traveller, and dy'd 

With human flaughter through the foreft deep 

Back to their covert's dreary gloom retire. 300 

So pafi'd thefe heroes o'er the crimfon rock. 

Approaching now, where ga^ng on his fl>ield 

Phraortes lay recumbent. Thefpia's youth 

Advancing, thus his gen'rous foul exprefs'd. 

Liv'sT thou, brave Perfian? By propitious Jove, 
From whom the pleafing fenfe of mercy flows 306 

Through mortal bofoms, kfi my foul rejoic'd, 

. . When 
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when Fortune gave the vifloty before 

Than now to raifc thee from this field of death. 

The dying prince his languid fight unclos'd, 310 
And thus with trembling lips. Vain many forbear 
To proffer me, what foon thyfelf mufl crave. 
The day is now extinguiih'd iii theie orbs, 
Nor fliall my heart beat longer than to (bora 
Thy mercy, Grecian; thenrefign to fete.. 31 g 

H E ceas'd. The great,, and haughty Ipirit fled. 
Demophilus. drew nigh. The hoary chief 
Long o'er Phraortes' corfe his head indin'dy 
Poiz'd on his lance, and thus addrels'd the flain.- 

Alas! how glorious were that bleeding breai^ 3 20 
Had Juftice giv'n the buctler to thy arm. 

And 
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And to preferve a people tade thee diel 

Who now fliall mourn thee! Thy ungratefiil king 

Will foon forget thy worth. For thee no tears 

Among thy native countrymen ihall tell 325 

The pnbHc forrow ; wliat to them avaifd 

Thy might and dauntlels fpirit? Not to guard 

Their wives and ofispring from the (JDoil of war, 

Not from their walls repel the hoftile blaze, 

Nor defolation from their fruitful fields, 330 

But to extend oppreffion didft thou fall; 

Perhaps with inborn virtues in thy heart. 

Which, but thy angry deftiny forbade, 

By freedom cherifli'd might have blefi'd mankind. 

All-bounteous Nature! thy impartial laws 335 

To no felefted race of men confine 

The fenfc of glory, fortitude, and all 

The nobler paiEons, which infpire the mind. 

And 
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And resder life illuflrious. Thefe thou plant'ft 

In ev'rjr foU. But freedom, like the fun, 340 

Muft warm the gen'rous feeds. By her alone 

They bloom and iflourifh ; while opprefHon blafl* 

The tender virtues: hence a Ipurious growth, 

Ealle honour, lavage valour taint the Ibul, 

And wild ambition: hence rapacious pow'r «. c 

The ravag'd earth impeoples, and the brave, 

A fcaft for dogs, beftrew th' iniai^in'd plain. 

H B &id. Around the venerable man 
The Grecians throng'd attentive. Conqueft hulh'd 
Its joyful tranfports. O'er the horrid field, 350 

Late the rude fcene of tumult, all was calm. 
So, when the fong of Thradan Orpheus drew 
To Hebrus' margin fiom their dreaiy feats 
The lavage race, which Haemus wrapt in clouds, 

T Pangzus 
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Pangaeus cold, and Rhodopeian fnows 3J5 

Id Uood and difcoid mirs.'d; the feothing ftraJn 
Flow'd with enchanlment thiougk their rari{h*j cars : 
Their fiercenefe minted, and amaz'd ihey leam'd 
The facred laws of juftice, which the bard 
Mix'd with the rmifick of he heav'nly firing. j6o 

Not from the fieJd of daughter for reraete 
In Oeta's rugged fide had Nature clove 
A rocky cavern. This with mofe flie fpread, 
And o*er the entrance downward froni the roots 
She hung the ftia^y trunks of branching firrs ' 365 

To heav'n's hot ray impervious. From the fides 
The vivid latrrel /[iread before the fun 
Its broad and gKtt'ring foliage; and, above, 
The hill was darken'd with a folemn ihade 
Caft from the fable cyprefi. This retreat 370 

Cool, 



db, Google 



Book IV. LEON IDAS 139 

Cool, as the grot of Thetis, hid beneath 

The vaulted ocean, with the murin'ring &uad 

Of waters trickUng firjin the riven Aone 

The Grecian leaden to its gloom invites. 

Their helms the^ lodien, iiom their glowing cheekb 375; 

Againft the rock their bucklers they repofe. 

Pfopt on their fptxat they ftood, when Agis diui^ 

Sent by Leonidas, acct>fts the chiefs. 

O EvEK-woRtHY of undying names! 
Lednidas recals you from your toll, 3 80 

Which has already fill'd our mouths with praife, - 
Our eyes with wonder, thai from yonder tow'r 
On your unequaU'd deeds inceflant gaz'd. 

To whom the bold Diomedon return'd. 
Go Agis, iky to Lacedsmon's king, 385 

T a ^ 
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As yet undr'd my band can poize the Cpeaa, 

Nor hangs the buckler Heavy on my arm. 

And Oiall I then ictue? And once again 

Shall not the fun, before he fink, bdiold 

The ([avis of Xences tremble at my lance. J99 

To him the Thefpian youth. My fiiend and guide 
To noble aftions, fince thy gen'rous mind 
Intent on fame dildains to reft, O grant, 
I too thy glorious labours may partake. 
And leam once more to imitate thy deed& jgj 

Thou, gentleft Agisi Sparta's chief intreat 
Not to command us &om the field of war. 

Then interpos'd Demophilus; O friend. 

And thou, lov'd offipring of the deareft man. 

Who doft reftore my brother to my eyes, 400 

My foul your magaammity applauds. 

But, 
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But, O refle3, that unabating toil 

Subdues the mightieft. Vabur then will figh, 

When the weak hand obeys the heart no more. 

Yet I declining with the weight ofyeais 40J 

Will not afEgn a mealute to your ftrength; 

If ftill you find your vigour undecay'd. 

Stay and augment your glory. So, when time 

Your heads Ihall whiten, and your feeble arms 

Round the high temple's peaceful vaiilt have hui^ 410 

Their coniecrated fhields, your native land 

Shall then with honours doubled on your age 

Requite the gen'rous labours of your prime. 

So Ipake the Senior, and fbrfixJc the cave. 

Now from the bubbling fpring Diomedon 415 

Receives the waters in his concave helm; 
And thus addre&'d the genius of the Aooi. 

Whoe'er 
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Who e'kii thou art, whofe deity prefides 
O'er this £iir fountain, bounceoxiis are thy ftteams; 
Though ill fliall I pq)ty thee: for egain 420 

Will I this day pollute djy filveT wave, 
Which mix'd with gore ftiall tinge the Malian furge. 

So fayilig from his briftitniflg cask he qtialFd 
The clear, refiefliing ii»«ftui«. Thus repairs 
The fpotted panther «oHydafp«'fidt, 4*5 

Or eaftem indus, feaAed with the blood 
Of fbme torn deer^ which nigh his cruel gra^ 
Had roam'd unheediqg through the fecret gran : 
Rapacious o'er the humid brink he ftoops, 
Acid in the pure and fluid cfyftal cools 430 

His reeking jaws. The Thefpian warriour here. 
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See, valiant friend, Leonidas hath fill'd 
The pais with frefh battidions. O furrey 
Yon line of plumed helms, and ^itt'ring ftiidids, 
Which emulate the mid-day fun. What joy I 435 

What ardent hope en%htens ey'r/ fecel 
O let us wait no longer, left thqf ay. 
Our wearied limbs retard us. Let us arm, 
And take our ftation in the glorious van. 

Thus Dithyrambus. The Platean chief 440 

Approves the counfel, and reftimes his arms. 
Them as a iplendid recompenie he bore 
From grateliil Athens, when his conqu'ring fword 
Her domes with great Miltiades redeem'd 
From Aiiatic flames. Th' infculptur'd helm 445 

Now pre^'d his manly temples. Prom on high 
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A fourfold plumage nodded, and, beneath, 

A golden dragon widi effulgent fcales 

The gorgeous creft illumin'd. On his arm 

His ftiield he brac'd. Gorgooian ferpents twin'd 450 

Around the Ipacious verge. Within, the form 

Of Pallas, martial goddefs, was imprels'd. 

Low, as her feet, the graceful tunic flowU 

Betwixt two gryffins on her helmet iat 

A fphinx with wings expanded, while the face 455 

Of dire Meduia on her bofom ftown'd. 

One hand fiipports ho- javelin, which confounds 

The pride of kings; the odier leads along 

A blooming virgin, Vidory, whofe brows 

A crown indrcles j laurels flie prefents; 460 

But from her ihoulders all her plumes were fliorn, 

With fevour'd Athens ever now to reft. 

This, Afia's terrour, on his mighty arm 

Diomedott 
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Diomedon uprear'd, then Ihatch'd his lance. 

And thus to Dithyrambus. Lo! my friend, 465 

Alone of all the Grecians, who fuflain'd 

The morning's battle, ftill unwearied Hand 

PlatiEa's fons, and well may keep the field. 

They, who endur'd the Marathonian toiL 

Then charge with us. Amid the foremoft rank 470 

Thy valour (hall be plac'd, and (hare, this day. 

Command and honour with Plabea's chie£ 

Thb hero ceas'd, and tow'rd the Grecian van 
Strides with impetuous fteps. Nor flow behind 
The boaft of Thrfpia, Dithyrambus movM; 475 

Like blooming Hermes in celeftial arms. 
When lightly graceful with his feather'd feet 
Along Scamander's flow'ry verge he pafs'd^ 
To aid th' incens'd divinities of Greece 

U Againft 
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Againft the Phr)(gian tow'rs. With eager Ipeed 480 
The heroes fbon th' imbattled Greeks attain'd, 
To whom the brave Diomedpn began. 

Not to contend, but vanquifli are you come. 
And in the blood of fugitives to ftain 
Your lances unoppos'S. My friends, behold, +85 

Where fortheft from the Malian gulf remov'd 
The crags of Oeta lefi confine the ftraits. 
There let us bend extending wide our front. 
There with more ample fcope may havoc range. 

All with aflent gave ear. The various bands 496 

Move on fucceffive." The Platseans fifft 

Againft the rock are ftation'd. To their head 

Is DithyrambuS brought. ExultJBg joy 

Diftends their hearts, ahd flaflies in thdr eyes. 

Thanks to the great Diomedon, they cry, 49S 

Who 
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who to our troop this godlike hero joins. 

Hail I Dithyrambus. Hail! illuftrious chief. 

Well doft thou merit to have reap'd renown 

At Marathon. Amid the glorious front 

With confdous gladnefs blulliing on his cheek 500 

The youth his poft alTumes. Around him croud 

The hoary warriours their unnumber'd fears 

Before his light prelenting, and recount 

Their various dangers. He their wounds furveys 

With veneration, nor difdains to hear 505 

The oft-repeated tale. From Sparta's king 

Returning, Agis here the chie6 addrefs'd, 

Leonidas permits you ftill to brave 

The hoftile numbers, with Platsea's band. 

If yet by toil unconquer'd. But I fee, 510 

That all unwearied ask the promis'd fight 

Hail! glorious veterans. This fignal day 

U 2 May 
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May your viSorious fwords augment the wteatlis 

Around your venerable brows, and make 

Thermopyls, like Marathon, renown'd.. 51 y 

This faid, he haftens back.. Meantime advancd; 
The Mantincan Diophantus brave; 
And Hegefander„Tegea's dauntle^ chief,", 
With all their troops imbatded ; by their fide- 
The Thebans form; to them their native files 52a 

Alcmaeon and Eupalamus unite; 
Laft on the margin- of the Malian bay 
Mycense's youth Ariftobulus drew;. 
In one impenetrable phalanx flretch'd 
Acrofs the pafi. With clofe-connefled force 52:5 

An hundred warrioups form'd th' expanded ranks, 
And thirty bucklers ev'iy file condens'd.. 
In ftrong referve Dieneces behind 

DUjxK'd 
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DiSpw'd the Spartans, and the Locrian line. 

There too with Maron Alphcus dauntlefs flood, 530 

And godlike Agis. There Mepftias plac'd 

His blooming heir, and thus his valour fites. 

O MenalippusI born of foreign race; 
Yet by thele heroes not unworthy deem'd 
With them to fight for Spartal lol the hour 535: 

Is come, my fon, to ihew thy gen'rous heart; 
That not with thee the buckler and the ^ear 
Are ill intrufled to maintain a caule 
So great and ficred. O remember welli 
Leonidas on yonder bulwark ftands, 54,0 

Who all the war contemplates, and dilcems 
The bold and fearful. O propitious heav'nl 
Grant me to hear Leonidas this day 
Applaud my fon, and let Megiftias die I 

While 
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Whiie thus he fpake, the animated foul 545 

Of MenaUppus ftru^ling in his breaft 
Demands the fight. This few the tender fire, 
And thus with tears rqoin'd. Remember too! 
Thy fether fees thy danger. Oh I my child! 
To me thy honour as to thee is dear; 55P 

Yet court not death! By all thy filial love, 
By all my cares and fondnefi I implore! 
Amid the combat, or the warm purfuit, 
Still by the wife Dieneccs abide ; 
His prudent valour knows th' unerring paths 55 j 

Of glory; he will guide thy youthfijl fteps. 
This faid, to Sparta's leader he retires. 

Now are the enemies defcried. The van 
Abrocomes and Hyperanthes led, 

3 With 



, Google 



Book IV, LEON I DAS. 151 

■Vyith (hetn Pandates, Intaphemes proud, c$q 

Hydarnes, Mindus. Violent their march 

With founding IbotAeps fwq>t the flony way. 

So, where th' unequal globe in mountains fwells, 

A river pours its thund'ririg fiirge between 

The fteep-ere<aed cliils; tumultuous roll 565 

The torrents burfting o'er the pointed crags: 

The mountains roar, the marble channel foams. 

With obvious arms th' intrepid Greeks withftand 

The dire encounter. Soon th' impetuous fliock 

Of thou&nds and of myriads fhakes the ground. 570 

Stupendous Icene of terrour! Under hills, 

Whofe nodding fummits vaulted o'er their heads, 

In unextinguilhable fury join'd 

The dreadful conflid. With inverted trunks 

Obliquely bending from the ih^ged ridge 575 

The lylvan horrours overfliade the fight. 

The 
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The flirill-mouthy trumpet, and the deep-tun'd horn, 
Mix'd with the crafli of intermingling (pears, 
The clanging ftiields, and war's difcordant ihouts 
Awake the echoes through the neighb'ring groves; 580 
And rocks and fhores return the hideous found. 



End of the Fourth Book, 



LEONIDA& 
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BOOK V. 

The argument. 

Hyperantbet dtfcmtiming the Jigbt, wbik be vaiis for reinforce- 
ments, ^eribazus^ a Perfian remarkable for bis mfrit and Uarnir^, 
and bigbJy beknid by Hyperantbes^ but unhappy in bit pajfionfor 
jiriana^ a daugbter ^Darius, advances Jrom tbe reft of tbt army 
totbe refiw <fafriendindifirefi^ wbo lay wounded on tbe field tf 
battle. Teriiazus^ isattacA'dbyDiopbantuSytbeMarain^an, lebombe 
cvercomeSf tbenet^agit^ioitbDitbyrambtts^ is bimfilffiain. Hype- 
rantbes baftens to hisfitcedur. A general battle ei^s. Hyperantbet 
and Abrocomesy partfy f^ their (mn valafr, and partly by the perfidy 
of tbe Tbebans, wbo defert tbe liney being on tbe point offoreir^ tbf 
Grecians J are repuUdby the Lacedeemonians. Hyperantbes compqfis 
eJeleS body out tftbe Perfianfiandi^ f^ces^ and making tiff im- 
provement in their di/cipline renews the attack j upon which Leonidas 
charges tbe dtjpo/ition of bis army: Hyperantbet and the ableft 
Perfian generals are driven out <f tbe fields and feveral tboufands tf 
$be Barbarians^ circumvented in the pafs, are entirely defiro/d. 

X AMID 
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MID the van of Perfia wasa jrouth 

^ ^am'di^'TAibaztis, n<it;ifir gc^dei ftort^ 

Not for wide paftures traverse o'er with herds, 

With bleating tbQli&nds,..Qr with boundiiu' fteeds, 

' ' ',■ \ i 
Nor yet for pow'r, nor Iplendia honoiirs iam'd. j. 

Rich was his mind in ev'ry art diriney 

And through the paths of fcience had he walk'd 

The votary of wifflonji In the years, 

tVhen tender down invefts the ruddy cheeky 

He with the Magi tum'd the hallow'd page la 

Of Zoroaftres; then his tdw'ring foul 

High on the plumes of contemplatioft foar'd, 

And from the lofty Babylonian fane 

With learn'd Chaldaeans trac'd tlie myftic Iphere; 

There number'd o'er the vivid fires, that gleam 1 5 

Upon the dusky bofom of the night. 

Nor 
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Nor on the finds of Ganges were unheard 

the Indian fages, from fcqueffter'd bow'rs 

While, as attention wonder'd, they difcloa'd 

The pow'is of nature ; whether 5n the woods, !k» 

The fruitfcl glebe, or flow'r, or healing plant, 

The limpid waters, or the ambient air, 

Or in the purer element of foe. 

The fertile plains, where great Sefoftris reign'd, ' ■ 

Myfterious ^gypt next the youth furvey'd, 55 

From Elephantis, where impetuous Nib 

Precipitates his waters, to the fea, : 

Which far below receives the fev'nfbld ftream. 

Thence o'er th' lomc coaft he'rfray'd, not pafs'd 

Miletus by, which once initaptuir'd heard 30 

The tongue of Thales, ma Priene'a walit. 

Where WifdOTi dwelt with Bias, northefcat 

■Of Pittacus along the l/aUaa fliore, 

X 2 Here 
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Here too melodious numbeis charm'd his ear, 
Which flow'd fcom Oipheos, and Mu&us oH, 3 j 

And thee, O father of inunortal verle, 
Maeonides, whoic ftrains through ev'ry age- 
Time with his own eternal lip ihall £ng. 
Back to his native Sola then he tum'd 
His wandring fteps. His merit loon was dear 40 

To Hyperanthes generous and good. 
And Aiiana fiom Darius Iprung 
With Hj'petanthes, of th* imperial race, 
Which rui'd th' extent of Afia, in difdain 
OfallhergceatneJs oft an humble eai 4^ 

To him would bend, and liften to his voice. 
Her charms, her mind, her virtue he e^lor'd 
Admiring. Soon was admiradon chang'd 
To love^ ncT lov'd he (boner, than deipair'd. 
But unieveal'd and £lent was his pain; 50 

Nor 
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Nor yet in Iblitaty iliades lie roam'd. 

Nor flinn'd rdlbrt : but o'er his forrows caft 

A fickly dawn ofgladnefs, and in Cniles 

Conceal'd his anguiih; while the fecret flame 

Rag'd in his boibm, and its peace confum'd : 55 

His heart ftill brooding o'er the& mournful thoughts. 

Can I, O wiidom, le^ relieffrom thee, 
Who doft approve my pafCon? From the pow'r 
Of beauty only thou woutdfi guaid my heart. 
But here thyfclf art chann'd, where Ibltneis, grace,\^ 
And ev'ry virtue dignify defire; 
Yet thus to love defpairing is to prove 
The fliarpeft Ibnxnv, which relentle^ Fate 
Can from her ilore of woes iniiid on life.; 
But doft not thou this moment warn my lout 65 

To fly the fiital charmer? Do I paule? 

JSack. 
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Back to the wife Chaldsans will I go, 

Or wander on the Ganges; where to heav'n 

With thee my elevated foul (hall towV, 

With thee the fccrets of the earth unveil. 70 

There no tumultuous paflion fliall moleft 

My tranquil hours, and ev'ry thought be calm. 

O wretched TeribazusI all confpires 

Againfl thy peace. Our mighty lord prepares 

To overwhelm the Grecians. Ev'ry youth 75 

Attends the war, and I, who late have poiz'd 

With no inglwious arm the fbldier's lance. 

And near the fide of Hyperanthes fiiught, 

Muft join the throng. How therefore can I fly 

From Arianal who with Afia's queens 80 

The Iplendid cainp of Xerxes wiH adorn. 

Then be it lb. " Again I will adore 

Her gentle virtue. Her delightful tongue, * 

■ 3 Her 



db, Google 



B6dk V. L E O NI das:. rs9 

Her gracefiil fweetnefi ftiall again difiiife 

Refiftlefs magic through my ravifli'd heart; 85; 

And thus when lore with double rage infliim'd 

Swells to diftradion in my t<vtar'd breaft, 

Then' — ^But in vain through darknefi do I ftarch, 

My hts: defpair and fortunr be my gnides. 

The hour arrivy, when Xerxes firft advanc'd go! 
His aims firom Su&'s gates. The Perfian dames 
(So were accuflbm'd all the eaftern fcir) 
In fumptuous cars accompanied his march ; 
And Ariana grac'd the beauteous trains 
From morn till ev'ningTeribazus guards 95. 

Her paffing wheels ; his arm her weight fuftain* 
With trembling pleafure often, as fhe mounts 
Th' imperial chariot; his affiduous hand 
From. each pure fountain wafts the living flood:: 

Nor 
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Nor feldom by the &ir-one's £>ft command loo 

Would he tepole him at her feet reclin'd, 

"While o'er Jiis lips her lovely forehead bow'd 

Won with his graitefiil eloquence, that Iboth'd 

With Iweet variety the tedious march. 

Beguiling time. He too would then forget 105 

His cares awhile, in raptures vain intiaac'd, 

Deluilon all, and fleeting rays of joy 

Soon ovetcaft with vaore intenfe delpair; 

Like wmtry clouds, which op'ning fo a time 

Tinge their black skirts with fcatter'd beams of day ; no 

Then fwiftly doling, on the brows of Morn 

Condenfe their horroui^ and in thickeft gloom 

The ruddy beauty veil. Such woes (^prels'd 

The Perfian's heart, not foften'd ; for this day 

His daring valour ftom the bleeding van 115 

Oppos'd the frown of adamantine Mars. 

With 
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With no tiara were his temples bound. 

The ilender lance of Afia he difdain'd. 

And her light target Eminent he mov'd 

In Grecian arms the wonder of his foes. i jo 

Among th' lonians had his ftrenuous limbs 

'In war been pra£tic'd. A re^lendent cask 

Fkm'd on his head. Before his (ace and cheft 

Down to the knees his ample Shield was Ipread. 

A pond'rous aih with skillful hands he gralp'd. 125 

Thus ann'd, tremendous in the &ont he flood. 

Beneath his might two bold Phlialians died, 

And three Tegeans, whofe indignant chief, 

Brave Hegefander, vengeance breath'd in vain 

With Dreaming wounds repuls'd. Thus fer unmatch'd 

His ftrength prevail'd, when Hyperanthes' voice 131 

Recall'd his feinting legions. Now each band 

Their languid courage reinforc'd with reft. 

Y Meantime 
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Meantime with Teribazu's thus eonfer'd 

The godlike prince. Thdw nluch-deftrving ycmthi 135 

O had thy deeds with emulation warm'd 

The frozen hearts of Perfia, Gi'eece had wept 

Her proftrate ranks; not triumph'd in our iharije. 

Relaxing now (he wearied iight I wait. 

Till from the camp with Abradates ftrong • 140 

The brave Phafnuchus and Mazaeus move, 

And with frefti pow'rs renew the dro(^ing war. 

For fince fljrpafs'd in valouri *e muft wafte 

By endlefs numbers, arid iodtiniial toil 

The matchlefi ardour of our gallant foes. 14.5 

Mt faid. Immers'd in fiidnefs fcarce replied, 
But to himfelf thus plain'd the am'rous youth. 

StiiL 
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Still do I languifli mourning o'et the feme. 
My ann acquires. O wretched heart! thou feat 
Of conftant forrow, what deceitful fmiles 150 

Yet canft thou borrow from illufive hope 
To flatter life. At Ariana's feet ' 
What if with fiippUcating knees I bow'd, 
Implor'd her pity, and reveal'd my love ? 
Wretch, canft thou climb to yon efiulgent orb, 155 

And Ihare the fplendours which irradiate heav'n? 
Doft thou aJpire to that exdted maid. 
Great Xerxes' filler, rivalling the hopes 
Of Afia's purpled potentates and kings ? 
■Unlefi within her bofom I infpir'd i6o 

A paflion fervent as my own, nay more. 
Such as might diffipate each virgin fear. 
And unreftrain'd difclofe its fond defire, 

Y a My 
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My hopes are fruitlefi. Plung'd in black de^air 

He thus revolv'd, wheu fuddenly the cries 1 65 

Of Aribsus fmote his penfive ear. 

By mutual danger, and by friend/hip join'd. 

They had been long companions in the toils 

Of war. Together with vidorious fteps 

The Ions of Nile they chas'd, when .Egypt's pride 1 70 

Before the arras of Hyperanthes fell. 

Stretch'd on the plain, and cover'd o'er with wounds. 

By all abandon'd, Teribazus views 

His gallant friend. His languid Ibul awakes. 
And forth he ilTues from the Perfian line. 1 75 

The bleeding warriour in his ftrong embrace 
Swift he conveys. By indignation fir'd 
Fierce fiom the Grecians Diophantus rufh'd 
With loud defiance. Teribazus leaves 
His refcu'd friend. His mafTy targe he rean, 1 80 

Advances 
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Advances high his formidable Ipear, 

And turns intrepid on th' approaching foe. 

Amazement foUow'd. On he ftrode, and ihook 

The plumed honours of his fliining creft^ 

Th' ill-feted Greek awaits th* unequal i^it; 185 

Pierc'd in the throat with founding arms he fells ; 

Through ev'iy band the Mantin^s mourn. 

Upon the flain the viaor fix'd his fight, 

And thus leflefted. By thy fplendid arms 

Thou art a Greek of no ignoble rank, 190 

And from thy fell perhaps am I adom'd 

With more confpicuous luftre. What if heav'n 

Should add new vidims, like thyfolf, to grace 

My undeferving hand, who knows, but flie 

Might fmile upon my trophies. OhI vain thoughtF 195 

Difperfe ye fantome hopes I Too long, my heart, 

Haft thou in vain contended with thy woes I 

I 
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I ftand this moment on the verge of life. 

By fame invited, by de{pair impell'd 

To pais th' irremeable bound. No more 200 

Shall Teribazus backward turn his fleps. 

But here decide his fate. Then beat no more. 

Thou troubled heart, and ev'ry grief be ftill 

Now at th' approach of everlafting peace. 

He ended, when a mighty foe drew nigh; 205 

Not lefi than Dithyrambus. E'er they join'd, 
The Perfian thus the The^ian youth addrefi'd. 

Sa Y, art not thou th' unconquerable Greek, 
Whofe dauntlefi valour inow'd our battle down, 
And fcatter'd nations? To attempt thy force 210 

This day I purpos'd, when our chiefi from fight 
Their hoft withdrew ? Tb»t now my fingle arm 

I Thou 
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Thou dcign'ft to meet, receive my thanks; and know, 

The thought of conqueft lefe employs my mind. 

Than that by thee I cannot fall with fljame. 215 

H E ceas'd. Thefe words the Thefpian chief retura'd. 
Of all the piaifes from thy gen'njus mouth 
The only fhare, which jultice bids me claim, 
Is, that I here adventure to confront 
Thy matchlefs ftrength. Believe not, that unmark'd 220 
Were thy great deeds. From yon unbounded camp 
None yet hath equall'd thy viftorious hand. 
But whence thy armour of the Grecian form ? 
Whence thy tall fpear ? thy helmet ? whence the weight 
Of that ftrong (Held unlike thy eaftern friends? /''225.' 
O if thou be'ft fome fugitive, who, loft 
To liberty and virtue, art become 
A tyrant's vile ftipendiary; with grief 

That 
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That valour, thus triumphant, I behold. 

Which afto- all its danger, and brave toil 230 

Deferves no honour from the Gods, or men. 

, Here Teribazus with a figh return'd. :- 
I am to Greece a fbanger, and a wretch 
To thee unknown, who feek, this hour, to die ; 
Though not ignobly, but in death to raifc 235 

My name from darknefi, while I end my woes. 

The Grecian then. I view thee, and I mourn. 
A dignity, which virtue only bears. 
And refolution on thy brow enthron'd 
(Though grief hath dim'd thy drooping eye) demand 
My veneration ; and whatever be 241 

The mahce of thy fortune, what the cares. 
Which thus infeft thy quiet, they create 

Within 
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Within ray breaft the pity of a friend : 

Why haft thou then compell'd me to oppoie 245 

My arm againft thee, while thy might fupports 

Th' unjuft ambition of malignant kings, 

The foes to virtue, liberty, and pe^ce ? 

Yet free from rage, or enmity I lift 

My adverfe javelin. Vi&ory I ask, 2jo 

Thy life- may fete for happier houis referve. 

This faid, their beaming lances they protend. 
Of hoftile hate, or fury both devoid ; 
As on the Ifthmian, or Olympic fand 
For fame alone contending. Either hoft . '5S 

Pois'd on their (pears in filent wonder gaz'd. 
The fight b^ins, when foon the Grecian lance, 
Which all the day in conftant battle worn 
Unnumber'd fliields and corfelets had transfix'd, 

Z Agamft 
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Againft the Perfian target, flxiv'ring breaks^ 260 

Its mailer's hand difatniing. Then began 
The fenfe of honour, and the dread o£ flianxe 
To fwell in Dithyrambas. Undifmay'd 
He grapples with the fOe, and inftant feiz'd. 
The threatning javelin, e'er th'uplifted arm, 261J 

iGeuld execute the meditated wcMndl 
The weapon 4si»ft t)«twixt their. ftmggHi^ lands. 
They loofe their grafp, and bare their fhining fwords;. 
With eqoil •fivifiauSfs t6 defend, ar cKarge; 
Each aiflive youth adicaooes,. «r recedes. 270 

On ev'ry fide theytteVfeife, now diieft,, 
■Obliquely now ithe wh«*ng Wades defcend.- ■ ' 
Still is the otofliiftiduWo^is, Wheh the-OreeR ' 
DiflembUngpoSfits his felchion to the earth,, 
His arm deprils'd, as-overcome -with toil; 275: 

While withia6*ibdkler.caiitioHs fee repels^ 

3- The 
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The blows repeated from th' exulting he. 

Greece trembles for her hero. Joy pervadet 

The Afian ranks, and Hypetanthes ftrides 

Before the line, pi^Mring to receive 380 

Hb friend triumfJiant Teribazus nov 

Prefs'd with redoubled efforts. Still the Greek 

Sufiains th' aHault defenfive^ and at laft, 

As with unguarded fary of bis flrokes 

Th' unwary Perfian ildeways iwung his targe, 285 

The fatal moment Dithyrambus watch'd. 

And darting forward with his feet outftretchd ' 

His &lchion buries in th' obnoxious frde. - 

Affedtion, grief, -and terrour wing the fpeed 

Of Hyperanthes. From his bleeding foe 29a 

The Gifeek retires, not diftant, and awaits 

The eaftern prince. But he with wat'ry cheeks. 

And dumb with forrow clalps Ms dying friend, 

Z 2 Frani 
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From whofe cold lip with interrupted phrale 

Thefe accents broke. O deareft, beft of men! 295 

My heart is fruitful with ten thoufand thoughts 

Of gratitude and love to thee; but fate 

Denies my voice the utt'rance. O my friend! 

HyperanthesI hear my tongue unfold 

What thou fliouldft ne'er have known before this hour; 
When, as I open all my fecret fouV joi 

1 may at once retire, and veil my eyes 

In endlefi night : nor thou prefumption deem 

What widi my dying breath I here divulge. 

I love thy filter. Widi defpair I lov'd, 305 

And thence perhaps untimely is my date"; 

Though, witnefc heav n, without regret I bleed 

With honour thus in Perfias fight and thine. 

Ht 
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He ceas'd: th' inexorable hand of Fate 
We^h'd down his eyelids, and the gloom of death 3 1<> 
His fleeting fight eternally o'erftades. 
Him on Choafpes o'er the blooming verge 
His frantic mother ftiall bewail, and ftrew 
Her filver trefies in the cryftal tide; 
Wliile all the (hore re-echoes to the name 3 ' S 

Of Teribazus loft. Th' affifted prince 
The pallid corfe contemplating with tears. 
Thus in the bittemefi of grief exclaims. 

Oh! Teribazus. Oh! my friend, whofe lofi 
I will deplore for ever. Oh! what pow'r 329 

To me and thee averfe thus clos-'d thy breaft 
To Hyperanthes with diftruft unkind. 
She Ihould, Ihe muft havadov'd thee. Now no more 

Thy 
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Thy friendly alpeS fliall delight, my eyes, 

While in remembrance thy unequall'd worth 325 

Wi!l Uve for ever to remind tny grief 

Of what I loft. O Sufa, if again 

Thee I revifit from this hoftile land, 

Far from the clataouts <if lumultuoiB war, 

Then ftiall my hours be vacant 'to complaint, 330 

Whole years fhalt -thou be witnefs, while I mourn. 

And Ariana Ihall afflft my woe;. 

Let fiereeft vengeance now poffeis my foul. 

He faid, and ardent ruflies on the Greek, 
Who, while his noble enemy expir'd, 335 

Arid Hyperanthes foatchy with tender amais 
The laft embraces from his galping friend, 
Stood^near reclin'd in fadnefi o'er his fliield. 
And in the pride of viflory repin'd. 

Nor 
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Nor mark'd his threatning foe: when fwift approach'd 
Diomedon, Before the TheJpian youth 341- 

Aloft he rds'd'his targe, and loudly thus. 

Ho ID thee, Bathanan, from a Kfe more worth,, 
Than thee, and Xerxes, with his hoft of flaves. 

His words he ficonds wWi his rapid lance. 34.5 

Soon a tremendous conflid had enfu'd, 
Biit Intaphemes, Mindus, and the half 
Of Perfia's leaders anxious for the life ^ 
Of Hyperanthes pour'd with all their bands 
Betwixt th' encountringi cluefi. With rmitual wrath 350; 
They ftrove in vain the combat to renew. 
So rage two bulls upon th'oppofing banks- 
0f fomedeep flood, which parts the fruitful mead; 

Defiance 
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Defiance thunders from their angry mouths 

In vain; in vain the furrow'd earth they rend: 355 

Wide rolls the ftream, and intercepts the war. 

The fierce Plataan fatiatcs his revenge 

On vulgar lives. Before his dreaded arm 

Whole ranks are fcatter'd. But the Perfian prince 

Borne down the ftrefs of battle gains the ftiore, 360 

Where then the brave Abrocomes advanc'd ; 

With him Orontes and Pharnuchus ftood, 

Mazxus, Abradates fam'd in arms, 

And all the boldeft of the eaftern chiefs 

Begirt with frefli battalions : here with ipeed 365 

Abrocomes his brother thus befpake. 

To Intaphernes is Pandates fent 
With charge to harrais in perpetual fight 
The Grecians next the mountains. Thou with me 

And 
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And thefe unite thy valour. Here the flow'r 370 

Of all our army is together drawn. 

Here all the weight of battle will impend. 

He laid. The godlike Hyperanthes feeks 

The dang'rous van. He heads the Iplendid throng 

Of latiaps, princes, and imperial pow'rs ; 37c 

Themfclves the lords of nations, who before 

The throne of Xerxes tributary bow'd. 

Now mix'd the war. Th' inverted javelins gleam 

From ev'ry part, and fell Bellona roars. 

Who firftdiflain'dwithPeriianbloodhisfwaFd?38o 
Eupalamus. Artembares he flew 
And Derdas fierce, whom Caucafus had rear'd 
On its tempeftuous brow, the favage fbns 
Of violence and rapine; but their doom 
Great Hyperanthes marks: his angry lance 385 

Aa Arrefts 
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Arrefts the vicftor in his haughty courfe. 

Beneath the ftrong Abrocomes o'erwhehn'd, 

MeliiTus fwells the number of. the dead. 

None could Mycen» boaft of prouder birth 

Than young Mejiffvisj blooming, as the fon 390 

Of Mala, all in radiant arms he.grac'd 

The front of battle; hf in Cirrha's vale. 

Where high ParnalTus from its dpuble top 

O'erfliades the Pythian ^ajnesj the envied prize 

Of fame obtain'd: low finks h^ laurell'd head jgc 

In death's cold night, and horrid gore deforms 

His graceful locks. Impatient f<v revenge 

Ariftobulus Andes before th^ van. 

A ftorm of fury darkens all his brow. 

f/ -•:• l.r.'. '.•.: ') ;■ - 

Around he rolls his gloomjj eye, and marks 400 

Achxmenes for death, of regal blood 
Deriv'd from Crcefus, once th' imperial lord 

Of 
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df natiohs; liini the nymphs of Ha]ys wept, 

When with deluCve oracles beguil'd 

By Delphi's God, he paffd their fatal waves 405 

A mighty eiiipire ti> diflolve: nor knew 

Th' ill-deftin'd king, diat eiiviaus fortune watch'd 

That dreadful moment from his hand to wreft 

The fcepter of his fathers. In the fhade 

Of humble life his race on Tmolus' brow 41a 

Lay hid, 'till rous'd to battle here his breath 

Achaanenes refigns. Then Lycis bled 

For horrid war ill-chofen^ He was skill'd 

To tune the lulling fliite, and melt the heart; 

Or with Jiis pipe's awak'ning flralns invite 41 j 

The lovely dames of Lydla' to the dance : 

They graceful o'er the vercftnt level mov'd 

In varied meafures, while the cobKiig breeze 

Beneath their fwelBng gMiiiaits wanton'd o'er 

Aa a Their 
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Their fnowy breafls, and fmoodi Cayfter's wave 420 

Soft-gliding murmur'd by. His op'nii^ cheft 

Pours forth his entrails, and fupine he falls. 

Not long the Grecian triumphs. From the flain 

In all the pride of conqueft as he rends 

His reeking javelin, Hyperanthes' fteel 425 

His knee invades, and burfts the finewy cords. 

The Mycenaeans with uplifted fluelds, 

Corinthians, and Phliafians gather round 

The wounded Grecian. With redoubled rage 

The confli<a glows. Abrocomes incites 430 

Each Perfian leader; all obey his voice; 

Here Abradates, there Mazscus prefi'd, 

Orontes, and Hy dames; none retire 

From toil, or peril : urg'd on ev'ry fide 

The Greeks at length th' aban^on'd chief lefign. 435 

Defpairing, raging, deftitute he fland» 

I Propt 
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Propt on his fyeax; his wound forbids retreat. 

None, but his brother Eumenes, abide 

The dire extremity. His ihield defends 

The ftintii^ chief, till Hyperanthes' fword 440 

Full on his arm its dreadful weight difchatg'd. 

Down with the buckler drops the fever'd hand. 

Nor quits its gtafp. Now fink the wretched pair 

Beneath the Perflan's unrefiAed fleel: 

From both their breafls the vital currents flow, 445 

And mix their ftreams. Elate the Perfians roll 

Their deepning lemons on the foes difmay'd. 

The Greeks their ftation painfully maintain. 

This foon the fcithlefi Anaxander faxr. 

When thus to L«ontiades he Ipake. 450 

This is the time to aid our Perfian fiiends. 

Behold the Greeks are ptefs'd. Let Thebes retire. 

And yield a bloodlefs conqueft to the king. 

The 
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The Thebans ftreight defert the broken line 
Not with unpunifh'd treachery; the {pears 4J j 

Of fierce Orontes, and Fharnucbus join'd 
With Mindm gca-'d thdr fliameful flight, and thin'd 
Their bleeding files. Meantime, as he who rul'd 
Than Jove mote antient on the throne of heav'nj 
When fit>m the womb of Chaos dark the world 46'a 
Emerg'd to birth, where'er he vitw'd die jar 
Of atoms yet di&ordant and unfonti'd, 
Confiifion thence with pow'rfal voice di/pell'd, 
Till hght and order univerfal reign'd ; 
So fi«m the wall Leooidas exploii'd ^g ? 

The various war. He &w the Thfebaii r6ut, 
That Corinth, Phlius, and Mycenae look'd 
AiKghted backward; infiantly he chaig'd 
The fons of Lacedsemon to repair 

The 
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The difunited [^lalanx. E'er th^ more +7x1 

Dieneces inJpire$. theis. Fanxe, my. friends, 

Calls forth your-ra]pur in a ^nal hour j. 

For jrou this^orious period, flie referv'd 

To vindicate the Spartan name. Hefpake. 

On either fide itipported by the mi^t. 475 

Of Agis and of Alpheus he condudr 

His gen'rous troop, who. riveting their fluelds- 

I|j denfe array indiflSpJubly firm . 

ConJrcHit the Perfians, and with death repulfe 

Their Ibattp-'d nMinb^«; when with efibrts vain - 4.80 

They oft renew'd-.thsfOtrtefl,- and reooil'd; 

As oft confounded. with dtmini£h'd ranlu. 

Thus Hyperai^Ji^'^oiUkfeird. Leatn, O chiefij 

Ftooi whence alj>neifii«:efs.cangacexmrannsj 

Thele are a bandfeltdedftora' the Greeks, 48'j 

Unlike the others,.-, whom welate^: cfaas'd} 

Ferhapj 
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Perhaps the Spartans, whom we oft have heard 

By Demaratus prais'd. To break their line 

Falie is the hope, while unarray'd, and lax. 

And wanting union fingly we aflail 490 

Their ftrength colleiaed. Do not we prefide 

O'er Ada's myriads, and our valour boaft, 

And martial arts above the vulgar herd ? 

Let us, ye chiefs, attempt in order'd ranks 

To join our force, and emulate the foe. 495 

Th e y wait not dubious. Soon a dreadful line 
From Oeta's mountain to the fhore extends, 
Compos'd of all the leaders, Mindus bold, 
Pharnuchus, and Mazzus, and the ftrength 
Of fierce Abrocomes, with each, who bore 500 

The higheft honours, and excell'd in war. 
To thefe lucceed a chofen number drawn 

From 
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From thofe, whom Afia boafts her braveft fons, 

Who fi-om their king perpetual ftipends fhare ; 

And ftation'd round his provinces by arms 505 

His tyranny fuftain. In ev'ry part 

Is Hyperanthes feen with aflive care 

To form the huge battahon. Soon they ftand 

In juft array, when cautious, left their march 

Might ftill relax their order, Perfia's prince 510 

Amid the center of the foremoft rank 

Orontes plac'd, committing to his hand 

Th' imperial ftandard ; whofe expanded folds 

Glow'd in the air, prefenting to the fun 

The richeft dye of Tyre ; the royal bird 515 

Amid the gorgeous tinflure fhone expreft 

In flaming gold. On this the eaftem chief 

Commands each Perlian ftation'd in the front 

To turn his eyes regardful, and to guide 

Bb Hit 
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His flow and equal feet by this alone 520 

Retirmg, or advancing. Next he charg'd, 
That ev'rjr warrioar through the num'rous files, 
Obferving none but thofe before him lang'd, 
Should watch their motions, and their fteps purfiie. 
Clofe by the ftandaid then th' intrepid chief 5 25 

His poft afiumes, and animates the band. 

Illustrtohs^ warricHirs, whofe unconquer'd arms 
Rebellious .ffigypt, and the Libyan felt. 
Think what the ^lendour of your former deeds 
From you demamb; remember, from the great 530 

Heroic actions are a debt to &me. 
No middle courfe renmns for them to tread. 
Whom fhe hatb once ennobled ; and this hour 
Or with frefli trophies will enlarge your praife, 
Qi will for ever with, diflionour bla(L 535 

Thk 
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The hero faid, and all to figbt proceed. 
As when tempeftuous Eunis fiems the weight 
Of weftern Neptune ftru^ling through the fttaits, 
Which bound Alddes' labours ; here the ftorm 
With rapid wing reverberates the tide, 54.0 

There the contendi:^ furge with furrow'd tops 
To mountains fwellt, and whelming o'er the beach 
On either coaft invefts with hoary loam 
The Mauritanian and Iberian ftruid: 
Not with lefi rage in hideous onfet meet 545 

The Grecians and Barbarians. Thefe preferve 
Their foremoft ranks unbroken, where was drawn 
The prime of Alias warriours; and the croud. 
Though mil prcnnilcuous pouring bixn behind, 
Yet added preffure to th' imbattled chiefe 556 

With endlels numbers. Like the mural ftrength 

Bb 2 Of 
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of fome proud city bulwark'd round, and arm'd 

With rifing tow'ra to guard her wealthy ftores j. 

Immoveablci impenetrable fiood 

The ferried phalanx of the Greeks. Behind*, 555; 

Their country Ipread, their fields with plenty crown'd,_ 

Their native walls and habitations lay 

With each dear pledge of jriendlhip and of love. 

High in the Ferfian, vanth' exalted lanee 

Of Hyperanthes flam'd. Befide him prefs'd 560: 

Abrocomes, Hydarnes, and the bulk. 

Of Abradates terrible in war.- 

And here the great Dieneces upheld 

His flueld's expanded furface, and alone 

Firm, as a Men^hian pyramid, fuftainy. 565', 

The ftrels of thou&nds. Alpheus here unmov'd. 

And Agis there connect their {pacious orbs, . 

With Menalippus wife Megiflhias" heir 

lb. 
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In one impervious lin& Long time the hofts 

Maintain in ftrong and unrekx'd array 5^0: 

Tlie conilidt undecided; hot could Greece 

Repel the adverfe numbers, nor the force 

Of Afia's myriads could remove the Greek&>. 

Bu T now &om Sparta's king^ who foon difcem'd 
The Perfian's new arrangement, Medon haflss, 575; 

Th' illuibious chief of Locris, from the race 
Of Ajax Iprung in Trojan fields renown'd : 
To wife Dieneces he thus. b^n. 

Leon ID AS commands the Grecian line 
To yield before, the Perfians, and with fpeed 580 " 

To meafure back Ibme. paces. Soon, he deems, 
The unexperienc'd foe in wild parfuit 
Will. break their order. Then the charge renew; ; 

I. Let! 
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Let Agis, join'd with Alpheus, from the Hne 

Ru{h with Laconia's troop imbattled deep, 5 85 

And force a paffage through the Barb'rous hoft ; 

Thou with a ftrong battalion from the fons 

Of Locris drawn muft follow fwift, and reach 

The Spartans led by Agis ; witli the reft 

Of Locris' youth (hall I advance to fill 590 

Your vacant ftation, and the line maintain; 

While in the narrow entrance, where the pa6 

Looks o'er the Milian plain on Periia's camp. 

Do thou arrange to intercept the foe. 

Should Afia pour frefli fuccours fi'om her tents : 595 

Then Xerxes foon the flaughter ftiall deplore 

Of ill thefe thoufands in the ftraits inclos'd 

For fure deftruflion; and the Gods of Greece 

Behold their temples with profufion gfac'd 

Of 
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Of fplendid offrings from Barbarian {peak 600 

Won by their free-bora fupplicants this day. 

This heard, Dieneces obedient gave 
Through ev'ry band the fignal of retreat, 
When all at once drew backward. Perfia fiop'd. 
As with amazement rooted to the earth 605 

At unexpefted conqueft; 'till the voice 
Of fierce Abrocomes their minds awakssr 
With thefe triumphant accents. By dw fun 
They fly before us. My vwtorious friends, 
Delay you then to entei Greece ? Away, fin o 

Rufh on undaunted. I aheady hear, 
Our horfe and chariots thund'ring o'er their plains,. 
And view their towns involv'd in Perfian fires. 
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'H E hid. With hurried violence they roll 
Tumultuous forward. All with headlong pace 615 

Wide from their ranks expatiate in purfuit, 
Disjoin their order, and the line di{rolve. 
This when the fage Dieneces delcries, 
The Grecians halt returning to the charge 
With fudden onfet. In a moment, pierc'd 6jo 

By Lacedsemon's chief, Orontes fells. 
And quits th' imperialbanBer; this the Greek 
In triumph waves, and gives the dreadful fign. 
At once with Agis tow'ring in the front, 
And rapid Alpheus all Laconia's band 635 

In deep arrangement burlHng from the line 
Bear down with inefiitible career 
The eaftem legions, fliatter'd and o'erturn'd 
"With all their ftandards trampled on the plain. 

A> 
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As the fwift veflel, when a rifing gale 630 

Diftends the canva£, its refifUefi courfe 

Impells through millions of oppofing waves; 

Through the Barbarian multitudes fo pierc'd 

The Spartan wedge. Invincible o'er hills 

Of arms, and mangled corles they imprels 635 

Their crimfon footfteps. Perfia's biaveft chieB, 

Ev'n H/peranthes from the line is driv'n ; 

And flying thoufands through the pais are fwept 

Before the Spartans. With a Locrian troop 

Of hideous depth Dieneces purfues 640 

His conqu'ring friends, and hews his purple way 

Through Afia's numbers, which again were clos'd 

In vain: himielf unconquerable leads 

Deftruftion on, and heaps the rock with death. 

But on the broken foe what ruin falls 645 

From Alpheus' fword? O'er all in fwift purfuit 

Cc Was 
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Was he renown'd. His rapid feet had inatch'd 
The fon of Peleus in the dufty courfe. 
Or had he run for Atlanta's love, 
He had rejefled Cythersa's aidj 6(9 

Nor of her fwiftneli to beguile the fair 
Before her fteps had thrown the golden balls. 
But now the wrongs, the long-remember'd wrongs 
Of Polydorus animate his ftrength 
With tenfold vigour ; guided by revenge 655, 

His falchion reddens with Barbarian blood j 
The gory drops belprinklcd all his fliield, 
Like crimlbn poppies o'er the yellow plain- 
As when with honour wing'd a whirlwind rends. 
A fhatter'd navy; from the ocean caft, 5 60 

Th' enormous ferments hide the 6ndy beach: 
Thus o'er the rock the Perfians lay beftrewn 
By Alpheus raging in the fwift purfuit. 

1 Not 
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Not with feveiet pangs the God of day 
The Theban queen afBifted, when incem'd 665 

With her proud vaunts he hurl'd her blooming race 
From youth and beauty to the pale abodes; 
Than now diftraSed Hyperanthes' Ibul, 
As round him, bleeding by the Spartan's lance. 
His nobleft friends lay galping. Oft he ftrove 670 

To turn his flying legions, oft the fight 
With Abradates and his brother's force 
Henews, againft infuperable foes 
In vain repugnant; till by all around 
Deferted, mixing with the gen'ral rout . 675 

He yields to fortune, and the field for&kes. 
So with lelapfing waves the ebbing tide 
Beats for a time againft the flielving ftrand. 
Still by degrees retiring, and at laft 
Within the bofom of the main fut^des. 68a 

Cc 2 Now 
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Now at ThermopyWs extremeft bound 
The Spartans check'd their progrels. Soon approach'J 
Dieneces, and thus began. Behold, 
What numbers have we pafi'd of Perfia's fons. 
Be fwift, my fiiends, and form. He laid, and fiU'd 
The narrow ftraits with order'd files, a depth 6S6 

Of fifty warriours; half on Afia's hoft, 
Half tow'rd the pafi were turn'd, a double front, 
Where ev'ry rank with twenty javelins fiam'd. 
The Locrian band to Agis is afiign'd, 690 

Who ftands prepar'd to flop the flying foes j 
Dieneces himfelf to Perfia's camp 
Prefents the terrours of the Spartan fteel. 

Now, Mule, the wondrous ftratagem dilplay. 
Which Sparta's hero, whofe prefiding care 695 

Mark'd 
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Mark'd all the great viciflitudes of fight, 

And nil'd the courfe of daughter, had conceiv'd 

To whelm the num'rous, long-refifting foe 

In hideous death, and fignalize the day 

With horrours new to war. As o'er the wall, 700 

His conftant ftation, darting through the ftraits 

His watchful eye, e'er yet the battle clos'd. 

He view'd the hoftile myriads fwarming down. 

And nations ftill fucceeding Srom the camp 

Immenfe, exhauftlels, by an horrid length 705 

Of cluft'ring helms, and fhields, and threatning ^lears 

Join'd to the Grecian van; the wary chief. 

Left by the long-protra<fted fight his Greeks 

Might yield o'erlabour'd, fcota the Locrians chole 

A thoufand warriours. Thefc by Maron led 710 

Alcend the mountain, which o'erhung the pafs. 

His charge he foon reveals. A thouland hands 

At 



I 

Digitized b, Google ■ j 



198 LEONIDA& Book V. 

At once with reftlefs pains afletnble ftones 

Of hugeft bulk, and wither'd trunks uptorn 

^h elder times by whirlwinds from the grove. 715 

Unwearied then they loofen from the rocks 

Broad, craggy fragments; from the mountain hew'd 

Its venerable frrs, and aged oaks 

Of wide circumference, and knotted ftrength. 

Which of then- branches by the lightning bared, 7^0 

Prefented ftill againft its blading flame 

Their hoary pride unlhaken. Thefe the Greeks 

Roll heavy on, with maffy leavers heave, 

Or drag with ftrong-kftit cables, till they reach. 

Where o'er the Periian multitudes inclin'd 72- 

The mountein'j edge; fo lofty, that the voice 

Of war below there loft its deafiiing roar, 

And foften'd into murmurs. Still his poft. 

Though Hyperanthes from the field was driv'n. 

With 
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With thronging numbers Intaphernes bold 730 

Beneath the (bade pf this inwmbenthill 

Againft the fierce DiOmedonniainCainy; ' 

Great Intapheiues, progeny of kings, 

Whom o'er Damafc\u> and the Syrian paln» 

Had Xerxes tested with delpotic Tway 735 

His fubftitute. This Maron from on high 

Surveys, and gives tbe iigo^i downward finks 

The nodding pile; ftuptndgus heap of deathi 

Trees roll'd qn tree* with mingkd rock de&end, 

Unintermitted ruin.. Loud refeimd 740' 

The hollow trunks againft the mbuntain's fide. 

Swift bounds- each craggy ma&. The fees beneath. 

Look up aghaft, with h<Miour flirink, and die ; 

Whole legions crulh'd beneath the dteadliil heaps 

Lie hid and loft, as never they bad known 745 

A name, or being ; while around them grew 
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A hill of ruin. Numbers ftill furvive. 

Who fliun deftruiftion with impetuous flight; 

But Agis flops thein: Iiitaphemes faHs 

Before his thund'ring arm. Again they turn 7J0 

To meet refiftlefi ruin. From behind 

With twice two hundred Locrians Agis pours. 

Meantime the Grecian liiie (fo Sparta's king 
Decreed) had left its Aation, and beyond 
The heaps of dreadful carnage was advanc'd; 755 

There, ftretch'd from Oeta to the Malian bay, 
The Locrians led by Medon had difpos'd. 
With Corinth, Phlius and Mycenae's train 
Their hoftile phalanx o'er the lels'ning pafs. 
Along the mountain's fide Plataea's troop, 760 

The Mandneans, and Tegaeans flood, 

An 
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An horrid length of war. Th' unwearied fwords 

Of Dithyrambus and DiomedcMi 

Still blaz'd the terrour of the Barb'rous hoft. 

Before them Add the Berfians to the Ihore, 765 

All in a moment by the various bands 

Of Greece furrounded. From the gulph profound 

Perdition here inevitable frowns, 

And there, inciicled by a grove of fpears. 

They ftand devoted hecatombs to Mars. 770 

Now not a moment's interval delays 

Their gen'ral doom, but down the MaUan fteep 

Prone are they hurried to th' expanded arms 

Of Horrour riling from the op'ning deep, 

And gralping all their numbers, as they fell. 775 

The dire confiifion, like a ftorm, invades 

The chafing billows; loud refounds the fliore s 

Dd And 
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And o'er whole troops by fell Bellona roll'd 

In one vaft ruin from the craggy ridge, 

O'er all their arms and enfigns deep ingulph'd, 780 

With hideous roar the furge for ever clos'd. 
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BOOK VI. 

The ailment 

comity otty the Grecians retire to their tents, A guard is 
placed M the Pbocian wall under the command tf Agis. Sk admits 
into the camp a lady accompaniedby a Jingle Jlave^ andcotiduBs them 
to Leonidas; whenjbe dijcovers berfelfto be Ariana, ^er <f Xerxes 
and HjfperantbeSj and Jites for the body o/Teribazus; which being 
found among thejlain^ Jhe kills herfelfupon it.. The Jlave, who at- 
tended her, proves to be Polydorus, brother of Alpheus and Maron, 
and who had been formerly carried into captivity by a Pheenician 
pirate. He relates before an affemhly tfthe chiefs a meffagefrom 
Demaratus to the Spartans, which dijclofes the treachery of the The- 
bansy and of EpialteSy the MaUan, who had undertaken to lead part 
^the Perfian army through a pafs among the mountains ofOeta, 
Ufis information throws the council into a great tumult, which is 
pacified by Leonidas, who fends Alpheus to objerue the motions fftbefe 
Perfians, and Dieneces with a party of Lacedamonians to fupport 
the Pbocians, with whom the defence of thefe paffages in the bills had 
been intruded. In the meantime Agis fends the bodies ofTeribazus 
and Ariana to the camp of Xerxes. 

Dd a IN 
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IN fable pomp with all her ftarry train 
The night aflum'd her throne. Recall'd from war 
Her long-protrafted labours Greece forgets, 
Oiflblv'd in filent llumber; all but th^fe, 
Who watch'd th' uncertain perils of the dark, 5 

An hundred warriours: Agis was their chief. 
High on the wall intent the hero fat. 
As o'er the fur&ce of the tranquil main 
Along its undulating breaft the wind 
The various din of Afia's hoft convey 'd lo 

In one deep murmur fwelling in his ear : 
When by the found of footfteps down the pals 
Alarm'd he calls aloud. What feet are thofe. 
Which beat the echoing pavement of the rock? 
With fpeed reply, nor tempt your inftant &te. 15 

He 
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He faid, and thus return'd a voice unknown. 
Not with the feet of enemies we come. 

But aavt admittance widi a friendly tongue. 

, ■ '■ .' ■' 1 ' 

The Spartan anfwers. Through the midnight fliade 
What purpofe draws your wandring fteps abroad? 20 

T o whom the ftranger. We are friends to Greece, 
And to the prefence of the Spartan king ' 
Admiflion we implore. The cautious chief 
Of Lacedsemon hefitates again. 

When thus with accents mufically fweet 25 

A tender voice his wondring ear allur'd. 

O Gen'rous Grecian, liilen to the pray'r 
Of one diftreis'd I whom grief alone hath led 

I Id 



db, Google 



ao6 LEON I DAS. Book VI. 

In this dark hour to thefe vidorious tents, 

A wretched woman innocent of fiaud. jo 

The Greek defcending through th'unfolded gates 
Upheld a flaming brand. One firft appear'd 
In fervile garb attir'd; but near his fide 
A woman graceful and majeftic flood ; 
Not with an afped rivalling the power 35 

Of fatal Hellcn, or the wanton charms 
Of Love's foft queen; but fuch as &r excell'd, 
Whate'er the lill/ blending with the rofe 
Faints on the cheek of beauty foon to fade ; 
Such as exprefi'd a mind, which wifdom rul'd, " 40 
And fweetnefs temper'd, virtue's purefl light 
Illumining the countenance divine. 
Yet could not footh remorfekfs fete, nor teach 
Malignant Fortune to revere the good. 

Which 
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Which oft with angirifli rends the ijwtlefi heart, 45 

And oft aiTociates wifdom with deipair. 

In courteous phiaie began the chief humane. 

Exalted 6ir, who thus adom'ft the nigh^ 
Forbear to blame the vigilance of war, 
And to the laws of rigid Man imput^ jO 

That I thus loi^ unwilling have delayed 
Before the great Leonidas to place 
This your apparent dignity and worth. 

He ^ke, and gently to the lofty tent 
Of Sparta's king the lovely ftranger guides. 55 

At .^is' fiimmons with a mantle broad 
His mighty limbs Leonidas infolds, 
And quits his coucL In wonder he ftirveys 
Th' illuftrious vii^, whom his pre&nce aw'd : 

a Her 
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Her eye fubmiffive to the grouad inqlin'd 60 

With veneration of th« godhke man. 
But foon his voice her an!(iati; dread difpeU'd, 
Benevolent and ho)pitable thus. 

Thy form alone, thua amiable and great. 
Thy mind delineates, and from aiU conunands 65 

Supreme regard. Relate, thou noble dame, 
By what relentleis deftiny corapell'd, 
Thy tender feet the paths of darknefs tread. 
Rchearfe th' afBiflions, whence thy virtue mourns. 

. On her wan cheek a fiidden bluQi arofe, 70 r 

Like day's firft dawn itpon the twilight pafe. 
And wrapt in grief thele wocds a pafliige broke. 
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If to be moft unhappy, and to know. 
That hope is irrecoverably fled; 

If to be great and wretched may deferve 75 

Commiferation from the good; behold, 
Thou glorious leader of unconquer'd bands. 
Behold delcended from Darius' loins 
Th' afiUfted Ariana, and my pray'r 
Accept with pity, nor my tears difdain! 80 

Firft, that I lov'd the beft of human race, 
By nature's hand with ev'ry virtue form'd, 
Heroic, wife, adom'd with ev'ry art; 
Of Ihame imconJcious does my heart reveaL 
This day in Grecian arms confpicuous clad . 85 

He fought, he fell. A pafllon long conceal'd 
For me alasl within my brother's arms . . 
His dying breath refigniog, he difclos'd. 

£e Oh 
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— Oh I will ftay my £>m}wsl will forbid 
My eyes to ftream before thee, and my heart, 90 

Thus fiiU of anguKh, will from fighs reftrainl 
For why fliould thy humanity be grior'd 
With my diftrefi, and leam finm me to mourn 
The lot of nature doom'd to care and pain! 
Hear then, O king, and grant my ible requeft, 9 j, 

To feek his body in the heaps of flain. 

Thus to the Spartan fU'd the Tegal maid 
Refembling Ceres in majeftic woe, 
When, fupplieant at Jove's reljWendent thuone, 
From dreary Pluto, and di' infernal gloom 100 

Her lov'd and bft Pro&rpinai Ihe Ibugbt. 
Fix'd on the weepmg qixra with fleoUift syes, 
I^conia's chief thdfe tecxiet thpu^hti recall'd. 

- SncK 

Digitized b, Google 



Book VI. LE ONI DAS. s.ii 

Such are thy forrows, O for ever dear' 
Who now at Lacedsnon doft dq>lore ' |<>5 

My ererlaAing aUencel then inclin'd 
His head, and {igh'd; hot yet forgot to charge 
His iriend, the gentle Agis, through the ftraits 
The Periian princefi to attend and aid. 
With carefol ft<|)e diey fedc her lover's corfe. 1 1 o 

The Greeks remember'd, wbere by Fate reprefi'd 
His arm firft ceas'd to mow their l^ons down. 
And from beneath a mals of Perfian flsun 
Soon drew the hero by his armour known. 
To A^' hig^ pturilion they refort. 115 

Now, Ariana, what tranfcending pangs 
Thy foul involv'd? What horrour cla^'d thy hfartf 
But love grew mightieft, and her beauteous limbs 
Ob the cold hreaft of Teribazus threw 

Ee 2 The 
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The grief-diftrafled maid. The clotted gore i 2q 

Deform'd her fiiowy bofom. O'er his wounds 
Loofe flow'd her hair, and bubbUng from her eyes 
Impetuous forrow lav'd the purple clay. 
When forth in groans her lamentations broke. 

O TORN for ever from my weeping eyes f 125 

Thou, who defpairing to obtain her heart, 
Who then moft lov'd thee, didft untimely yield 
Thy life to Fate's inevitable dart 
For her, who now in agony unfolds 
Her tender bofom, and repeats her vOws 1 30 

To thy deaf ear, who fondly to her ovra 
Now clafps thy breaft infenfibJe and cold. 
Alasl do tHofc unmoving, ghaftly orbs 
Perceive my gufliing anguiflil Does that heart, 
Which Death's inanimating hand hath chill'd, 1 ^5 

Share 
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Share in my Tuff'rings, and return my lighsl 

— OhI bitter unfumaountable diftrefil 

Lol on thy breaft is Ariana bow'd, 

Hangs o'er thy fece, unites her'cheek to thint 

Not now to liften with endianted ears 140 

To thy perfiiafive eloquence, no more 

Charm'd with the wifdom of thy copious mind! 

She could no more. Invincible delpair 
Supprefs'd her utt'iance. As a marble form 
Fix'd on the folemn fepulcher, immov'd 145 

O'er feme dead hero, whom his country lov'd. 
Bends down the head with imitated woe : 
So paus'd the princefi o'er the breathlefi clay, 
Intranc'd in Ibrrow. On the dreary wound. 
Where Dithyrambus' fword was deepeft plung'd, 150 
Mute for a fpace and.motionlefi Ihe gsz'd. 

Then 
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Then with a look unchang'd, nor tremUuig hand 

Drew forth a poniard, whxh her garment rdl'd. 

And flieathing in her heart th' abhorred Aed, 

On her ilaia lever, filent finks in death. i j5 

In vain the Spartan interven'd. With teats 

He view'd the proArote lavas, and exclaim'd. 

OhI mofl unhappy, heavy on your heads 
Hath Ibrrow &U'n, which o'er your pale remains 
Commands this pity from a ftranger's eyel i6o 

Illuftrious ruins, may the grave impart 
That peaces' which lifc denied I And now receive 
This pious office from a hand unknown. 

So iayii^ from his Aoalden he unclEt§>'d 
His am{de robe, and ftpew'd the wavh^ folds 165 

O'er the pale dead. , Then turning, he betake 

I The 
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The flave, who flood befide him. Thou, who ledft 

Thy queen ill-deftin'd to the fatal tents 

Of Lacedsemon, now returning bear 

Her bleeding rcliques to the Perfian Iwd; 170 

Thou, and theft captives, whom I file fit>m bonds. 

Art thou a Spartan (interrupts the flave) 
And doft: thou counftl me to ftek again 
A dime unblefi'd, where freedom never dwells? 
No. Bear me to Leonidas. Alone 175 

Shall he decide, if wretched, as I ftem, 
I may not claim jaotedion from this camp. 

Whoe'er thou art (amaz'd the chief replies) 
Thou may'ft indeed a better lot demand. 
Than I, a ftranger to thy hidden worthy 180 

Unconlcious oflcr d. Thy ignoble garb 

Conceal' d 
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Conceal'd a virtue, which I now revere. 

And fince thy fufTring ibul hath long indur'd 

The gloom of bondage, and the hated face 

Of tyrants view'd, now change the horrid (bene; 185 

Here freedom reigns, and juftice : come and feek 

With me their great proteflior. Ending here. 

Swift he condu(9s him to Laconia's king, 

When Agis thus Leonidas addrels'd. 

Lot fer fuperiour to the name, which marks 190 
Hb habit with diihonour, one, who fues 
For thy proteflionl Here the flave {iibjoin'd. 
I ftand thy fuppliant now. Thou foon (halt learn, 
If I deferee thy fevour. I intreat 

To fee th' alTembled leaders of your hoft, 195 

For I am fiaught with ty dings, which import 
The weal of all the Grecians. Agis (beight 

Appointed 
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Appointed by Leonidas convenes 

The various leadere. To the tent they throng, 

Amidft them plac'd, the ftranger thus began. 200 



O AlpheusI Maron I hither turn your fight. 
And know your brother* From their feats they ftart 
From either burft, with tears of tranfport mix'd, 
The name of Polydorus. On his breaft 
Each fondly ftrives to ruih, but he withflands; 205 

While down his cheek a fiream of anguifh pours 
From his dejeded eyes in torture bent 
On that vile garb, which fliam'd his free-bom limljs. 
At length thefe accents intermix'd with groans 
Broke from his heart, while all flood wond'ring round. 

You firft ihall know, if this unhappy flave 211 

Yet merits your embraces. Now approach'd 

F f Leonidas. 



,edb, Google 



2i8 LEON I DAS. Book V. 

Leonidas. Before him all recede, 

Ev'n Alpheus'felf; and yields his brother's hand, 

Which in his own the gen'rous heroprefi'dr 215 

Then with majeftic goodnefi thus belpake 

Th' affllded youth, and mitigates his pains. 

FoKBEAK to mourn, thou unexampled youth. 
Thy friends, thy country,, all on thee (hall gaae 
With venejalsDn, whofe utrfhajcen mind 220 

The chains of AJia never could debafe. 
Lo! ev'ry breaft is opea to thy vnirtfa. 
Each tongue prepares to bail thee with appku£^ 
Who haft thy country hopour'd ev'n io bonds. 

He ceas'd, when Alpheus with an eager hand 225 
Pivefts his bfptter of bis bftfe attjte. 
And his own mantk o'er the flicnddeis threw 

Of 
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Of Polydorus. Agis too advanc'd, 

With friendly arms infolds him, and began. 

Now, in thy native liberty fecure, 235 

Smile on thy paft affliSions, and relate, 
What chance reftor'd thy virtue to the Greeks. 

Then Polydorus to the lift'ning chiefs. 
I was a Spartan. When my tender prime 
On manhood bordet'd, from my native fliore 240 

Snatch'd by Phcenician pirates, I was fold. 
To Ariana, filler to the king 
And Hyperanthes. Fortune there was kind 
My bonds committing to that gentle hand. 
Yet was I Hill a captive, and eftrang'd 245 

From Lacedsmon. Demaratus oft 
With friendly forrows would my lot deplore, 

F f 2 Nor 
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Nor lefi his own ill-fated virtue moum'd 

Loft to his country in a fervilc court, 

The center of corruption; where in fmiles 250 

Is envy painted, treachery, and hate. 

And rankling malice ; where alone fincere 

The diffolute feeks no dilguiie : where he 

Who all pofleffes, that a king can give, 

Is far lefi happy than the meaneft (on j-j j 

Of liberty, and groveling, as the Have, 

Who ferves his cruel pride. Yet here the fim 

Ten times his annual period hath renew'd. 

Since Polydorus hath in bondage groan'd. 

My bloom now paft, or elfc by pining care 260 

Untimely wither'd, I at laft return. 

And to my native land the tydings bear 

Of inftant defolation. Here in grief U 

He paus'd, when thus Leonidas. Proceed. 

Though 
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Though from thy Ups inevitable fate 265 

To all be threaten'd, thou art heard by none, 

Whofe dauntlefs fouls can entertain a thought, 

But how to fell the nobleft. Thus the chief. 

The reft in fpeechlefs expeSation wait 

Such was the {blcmn filence, which o'eripread 270 

The fluine of Ammon, or Dodona's (hades, 

When anxious mortals from the mouth of Jove 

Their doom explor'd. Nor Polydorus long 

Suspends the Grecians, hut refumes his tale. 

As I this night accompanied the ftepa 275 

Of Ariana, e'er we reach'd the ftraits 
Before our view then op'ning, one appear'd 
With hafty feet now ttaverfing the way. 
Now fix'd intenfely tow'rds the Grecian waif; 
Then on a fudden ftarting would renew aSd 

His 
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His rcftlefs pace. As nearer we approach'd, 

He by the moon, which glimmer'd o'er our heads, 

Defcried us, when advancing he demands 

Where bent our midnight courfe. I knew theo'oice 

Of Demaratus. To my breaft I clalp'd s8j 

The venerable exile, and replied. 

Our purpofe ask not. Sparta's camp we ftek, 

And oh! farewel for ever! He rejoin'd. 

Thrice happy PolydorusI Thou again 

Shalt vifit Sparta to thefe eyes denied. 290 

Upon your paths may heav'n's proteftion Cnile. 

Soon as you mix with yon triumphant tents, 

Say to the Spartans, vhoCt unconquer'd arms 

ttefend thofe rocks, you faw their exii'd king ; 

Say, though their blind credulity depriv'd 295 

The wretched Deisaiatus of his home. 

From ev'ry joy fecluded, which awaits 

3 The 
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The parent and the husband, from his wife, 

His offipring torn, his friends, and native gates,. 

Him from his virtue could they ne'er divide: 300 

Say, that ev'n here, where all are kings, or flaves. 

Amid the riot of flagitious courts 

Not quite extind the Spartan fpirit glows 

Within his breaft, though grief hath dim'd its fires. 

Remembring this to tacedaemon's chief 305: 

Report, tliat newly to the Perfian.hoft 

Return'd a Malian, Epialtes nam'd,. 

Who as a %y had fought the Grecian tents;. 

He to the tyrant magnified his art. 

Which with delufive doquence had wrought 3 1 o 

The Greeks to fuch defpair, that Afia's king 

Had been e'er now their fov'reign matter own'd^ 

Had not the fpirit of their fingle chief. 

By fear unconquer'd, and on death refolv'd, 

Reftor'd' 
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Reftor'd their valour: therefore would the king 315 

Truft to his guidance a feleSed band, 

They foon fhould pierce th' unguarded bounds of Greece, 

Led through a fecret paflage o'er the hills. 

Where no Leonidas ftiould bar their way. 

Meantime by him the treach'rous Thebans fent 320 

Affurance of their aid. Th' aflenting king 

At once decreed two myriads to advanct 

With Hyperanthes, with Abrocomes, 

And bold Hydarnes. Ev'ry chief befides, 

Whom youth, or valour, or ambition warms, 325 

Rous'd by the traitor's eloquence, attends 

From all the nations, fir'd with eager zeal 

The firft to enter Greece. In filence now 

The youth remains. Tremendous from his feat 

Uprofe Platan's chief. His eyes were flames, . 330 

And 
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And thus on trembling Anaxander burft 
The furious accents from his livid lips. 

Yet e'er we M, O traitor, ftiall this arm 
To hell's avenging furies fink thy head. 

All now is tumult, ev'ry bofom fwells 335 

With rage untam'd, and vengeance. Half tmiheadiM 
Diomedon's impetuous &Ichion blaz'd. 
But, as the Cholchian iorcerefi lenown'd 
In &bles old, or Circe, when they fram'd 
A potent fpell from Erebus to wake 340 

The dead in dark and fleeting forms to glide 
Before the moon's dim twi%ht, with their charms 
Smooth'd all the fea, and fllenc'd each rude blaft ; 
Till not a billow heav'd againfl the fhore. 
Nor ev'n the wanton-winged zephir breath'd 345 

Gg The 
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The lighteft whiiper through the niagic air :: 
So, when thy voice, Leonidas, is hear i). 
Fell Difcord hflens; Rage with ficred awe 
Subfides in iUeiice ; while Cbnmfioii ilept. 

Withhold this raflinefs (interpos'd the king) 350 
Before we puriilhi let us find the guilt. 
Not yet hath Perfia oratuni'd our tents. 
Not yet her Barb'rous fliouts our ears alartni 
We ftill have timie for vengeance, and to know, 
Ifyetourfwords^eftriiaion may repel, 3SS' 

Or how to die mod glorious. Then aroft 
Dieneces, andthiis'the Greeks beffake. 

E'er yet tliey pafi our txjrders, Xerxes* hoft 
Muft learn to 'conquer, and the Greeks to fly. 
Thefpearsof PhocWgUaT^'the'lkretpafs.. 360 

Let 
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Let inftant meflengers be thither fent 

To know the Perfians progrefc Alpheus here. 

Leon I DAS, behold, my willing feet 
Shall to the Phocians bear thy great commands. 
Or climb the hills to mark th' approaching foe. 365 

Thod aflive fon of valour (thus returns 
Thechief of Lacedsemon) in my thoughts 
For ever ptefent, when the pubHc cauie ■ \ 

Demands the fwift, the vigilant, and bold I 
iGo and furmount the rocks aerial height 370 

And while, around, Dieneces conducts 
An himdred Spartans to the Phocians aid. 
Thou from the hills obierve the P»fians match. 

Before the purple- winged morn the night 
Retiring wam'd their conference to ceafe. 375 

Gg 2 They 
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They all dilperfc. When haftning on his courfc. 
And ready now to climb the lofty crags, 

Pdydorus, Alpheus thus exclaims, 
Long loft and late recover'dl we muft part 

Once more, and now for ever. Thou return, 3 80 

And kifs the (acred foil, which gave thee.birth, 
Which calls thee back to freedom ? Deareft youth 

1 Ihould have tears to give thee but &reweM 

My country chides me loit'ring in thy 'arms. 

This laid, ht quiti his bfother, and alcends, 385 
While Polydonis anfwers. Alpheus no. 
I have the marks of bondage to erale, 
My blood muft wafti the ftiameiul ftain away. 

We have a father (Maron interpos'd) 
Thy unexpected prefence will revive jgo 
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His heavy age, that chiMlefs elfe will mourn. 
Here Polydorus with a gloomy fmile. 

Ill fliould I comftat others. View thefe eyes; 
Faint is their light, and vanifh'd is my bloom 
Before its hour of ripenefs. In my btea& .395 

Grief as a native will for ever dwel^ 
Nor yield to time. Unceafing fliall my foul 
Brood o'er the dire remembrance of my youth 
In foTritude thu» wafted. Life with me 
Hath loft its &vour. Then in filent woe 400 

He hangs his head. His brother pleads in vain. 
He anfweis only with repeated groans. 
Now in his view Dieneces advanc'd 
With Sparta's band. On them his eyes are fix'd 
Immoveable, and thus his mind revolves. 405 

I 
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I TOO, like thefe, in Lacedamon fprang, 
InftruSed once, like thefe, to poize the fpear, 
And lift the pond'rous fhield. Ill-deftjn'd wretch I 
Thy arm is osw eafirvate, and jvpuld feil 
peneath the buckler's wsigjit. O pruel Heav'nl 410 
Who didft compel my itee-born band to change 
The warriour's aims (at ^gtu^moMS bonds ; 
Wouldll thou ooi»pe(i&^ ibr niy pbaifla njy fljiajjie. 
My ten years forrcws, and tte bbck de^jai;, 
■Which on my yatith ik»s f)!ey 'd j . propjpwf 90ce :4.f J 
Grant, I najr iae»r my bs«skJer to the fisW, 
And known a Spartan isek ^ fli^des belpw. 

H E dcasTdy Jtnd fuiUka tuinld iiis |te^ ^de 
.To find the tent of Agis; there :the youth 

;. 2 With 
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With grateftl forfow mittifters his aid, 426 

While with a kind and hoipitable hand ■ 

The gentle Agis by her lover's corie 

On one lad bier the palfid beauties laid 

Of Ariana. He from Ihackles frees 

Two Perfian captives, whom his gen'rous arm 425:: 

That day preferv'd ftoiri flaughter, then b^an. 

To you 1 give that freedom, which you Ibught. 
To fnatch from me. This recompenfe I ask. 
And this alone. Tranlport to Afia's camp 
Theft bleeding reliques ; bid the Perfian king 43P. 

Weep o'er this flow'r thus blafted in its pride ; 
Then fiy, th' all-judging Gods have thus ordaih'd:; 
Thou, whofe anibition o'er the groaning earth 
Leads defolation,. o'er the nations fpreads 

Calamity.' 
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Calamity, and tears, thou firft flialt mourn, 4J5 

And through thy houfe deftmaion firft fliaU range. 



Thus charg'd, to Afia's hoft the captives bend. 
They foon attain the Phocian wall, where now 
Was Dithyrambus ftation'd. He perceives 
The mournful bier approach. To him the fate 4+0 

Of Ariana was already told. 
He meets the captives, when, with weeping eyes 
On Teiibazus tum'd, he thus exclaims, 

01 AS thy arms prefent thee, hadft thou been 
Indeed a Grecian I then thy genrous heart 4-+S 

Its valour ne'er had wafted to fupport 
A kill's injuflice; then a gentler fate. 
Had Uefi'd thy life, or bleeding thou hadft known. 

How 
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How Iweet is death for liberty. A Greek 

This friendly wifll affords thee, though his head ' 450 

Had loft the honours gather'd fix)m thy fall; 

When fortune favour'd, or propitious heav'n 

Smil'd on the better caufe. ' Ill-ftted pairl 

Whom with this flream of pity here I lave; 

But that my hoftile hands imbru'd with gore 455 

Muft be ungrateful to your loathing Ihades, 

From all the neighb'ring valleys would I cull 

Their faireft growth, and ftrew your hearfe with flow'rs. 

Yet O accept thefe tears and pious pray'rs! 

May peace attend your afhes! may your Ihades 460 

Fafs o'er the filent pool to happier feats. 

Where tyrants ne'er can enter to moleft 

The blifsfiil region ; but are for remov'd 

Hh To 
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To realms of horroul', where from righteous heav V 
They bear thofe pains, they merit from mankind I 465 

Hs ceadd in tears. The captires leave the walli 
And flowly dawn Thermopylse proceed. 
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The aigument. 

the bodies tfTerihazut artd Artana are brought into the prefence gT 
XerxeSj fion after a report bad reach' d the camp^ that half bis navy 
was Jhipwreckd. Tie Ferfian monarchy quite dijpirited^ is perfuaded 
by ArgeJieSf arte ^tbefatrapSy to find an ambaffador to the Spartan 
iing. Argeftes bimfeifis deputed, who, after revealing his amhajfy 
to Leomdas infecrety it by bim led before the wbele artnyt and there 
receives bis anfwer. In the mean time Alpheus returns and declares, 
that the enemies were poffefi d of the pajfages in the bills, and were 
bqfiening to Tbermopyla, upon which Leonidas offers to fend away all 
the army except his three hundred Spartans; but Diomedon, Demo- 
pbilus, Ditbyramhus, and Megiflias refufe to depart: be then dif- 
miffes Argeftes, ir^orms the Grecians ^bis def^ to attack the 
Perjian camp in the nighty and making all the neceffary diffto/itiont 
retires to bis pavilion, 

Hha BEFORE 
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BEFORE the tent of Xerxes now arriv'd 
The Perfian captives. On with Tolemn pace 
And flow they move. The monarch from afiir 
Defcries their fad demeanour. ' They approach, 
Nor he forbids. That morn had Rumour told 5 

The lofs of half his navy dafli'd on rocks 
By angry blafts, or buried in the (urge. 
Thus, when his bleeding fifter met his eyes. 
Already funk in fadnefi, he had loft 
His kingly pride, the parent of difHain, » o 

And cold indifference for others woes; 
Not ev'n befide his filler's nobler corfe 
Her humble lover now his fcorn awak'd; 
In tears the captive's mournful tale he heard. 
And then firft knew compaiSon; but e'er long 15 

Thofe traces vanifh'd from the tyrant's breaft: 

I His 
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His former gloom redoubles, for himfelf 

His anxious bofom heavts, and now he ftare, 

Left he with all bis numbet^ lhoul{^ be caft : 

A prey to Fortune. Near the monarch ftood ao 

The Spartan acil6, whom he thus befpake. 

O Demaratus, what will fete ordainl 
Lo! Fortune turns againft itie I Who AmU know ■ 
How far her daring malice may extend; 
Which rages now fo near me, and hath made 25 

My houfe the feat of hiin? I have fent ' 
From ihy unflielter'd fide my braveft chiefi, ■ 
And choiceft troops to pafi the defart hill. 
Led by this Malian', may not .there the Greeks ■'. : 
With oppofition more tremendous ftill 30 

And ruinous, than yefter fun beheld, . . ; , , . 
Refiftlefi hold their cra^ypoft; rene^ .; ] ' ' : 

: Their 
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Their ftony thunder with augniented rage. 

And fend whole quarries down the rocky fleep 

Again to cruQi my legions? Ohl unfiild 35 

Thy fecret -foul, hor hide the harlheft truth; 

Say what remains to hope? The exile here. 

If truth uiiblam'd may iffue from my lips, ^ > 

Too well». imperial XerxeS, you prefage 
What may befel your legisM. If the Greeks ' fp 

Arrang'd within Thermopyfe, a pofs 
Accefllble and Ipaeiousy eoutd^repel 
With fuch deftriiftion their unnumber'd foes j 
What icenes of havoc iiiuft th' uatrodden paths, 
Confin'd among the' er^gy hilk, affijrd? . : • 4j 

Immeks'd in care Ae monaich filear fit. | , 
Amid th' incirclmg peers Acgefies fteodi 

■:■'.:.. 2 A 
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A potent prince. On Sipylus he reign'd. 

Whofe lofty fummits overlook'd the wave* 

Of Hermus and Paflolus; either ftream 50 

Enrich'd with golden lands its tribute bore 

To this great Iktiap: through the fovile cfourt 

Yet was there none more praiJlic'd in the arts 

Of mean fubmi/Bon; none more skill'd to gain 

The royal favour; none, who better knew 55 

The phrale, the loob, and gefture of a Have. 

In foothing words he thus the king belpake. 

Ip Xerxies will Ho {paxe his faitbfiil' bands, 
And not exert the terrours of his pow'r ; 
More gentle means of cohijueft than by arms,. So 

Nor lels fecure may artifice fiipply. 
Renown'd Darius, thy imperial &e 
Great in the Ipoil of kingdqsos, long io Tain 

The 
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The fields of proud Euphrates with his hoft 
O'erfpread ; at length confiding in the wiles 65 

Of Zopyrus the mighty king fubdu'd 
The Babylonian tow'rs: but who ftiall count, 
What num'tous ftates by policy have fall'n; . 

And let corruption once her aid impart, 
Not one fliall ftand. What race of men poffefs 70 

Such probity and 'Wifdom, whom the veil 
Of craft may blind not, nor corruption's cHarm 
Seduce. O Xerxes, thou, whom heav'n hath rais'd 
To mote than mortal "greatnels, canft thou find 
Through all thy empire, which fiwm India's Ihbre 75 
Shall reach Eurotas foon,^no dazzUng gift 
To gain the Grecian leader? O difpel 
The cloud of fadnefe from thofe facred eyes, 
And proffer ftreight to lacedsmon's chief, 
What may thy' own munificence declare, 80 

And 
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And win bis fwdrd to aid thee. Xerxes here^ 
Rous'd from his trance of forrow, fwift replied. 

Wise are thy words and couhfels. Go, repair, 
My faithful-fervant, to the Grecian chief; 
Fall down before him; bii him join our arms, 85 

And he fliall reign o'er all the Grecian ftates. 

At once Aigefles leaves the monarch's fide. 
He now approaches to the Phocian wall. 
Thence Dithytambus leads him to the tent 
Of Lacedsmon'sking. Retreated there 90 

Alone the herb meditating 6t ■ 

On fiitm^ wpes to Perfia. At his feet '• ' 

.Prone bow's Afgeftes, ^ndb^n. This low • ' ■' 
Before thy awfiil,prefcnce,J£enreswills,^ . - - -' ' '' 
That I ihould bend me' proflfais t(t lheieail3>^ • . ' 5^ 
li And 
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And thus accoft thee. Gceat and matchless chief. 

By fortune &vour'd, andjbeloir'd'bylieav'n. 

Thus fays the lord of Afia; join our arms. 

And ^e ^^ew^ thee with the ifbv'ieign rule 

O'er all the pojv'cfui fiata of Jiaughty Greece. lOO 

And, O illuftrious wamour, heed xay wonk. 

Think on the .hl$ of ro^ralty, the potap 

Of courts, their endlels pleafures, trains of flaves. 

Who reftlefi ^tch lor 4ee »iid thy delfts, 

With all the glorifts of jutnrivatt'd fway. lo; 

Look on th' I^fHp ^nd Xtiim Gzeeks 

ffom them their ^^Hj^gt libcity is flMm, 

While in each province, rais'd by Knxes' hoad^ 

Some iavour'd cbi^.pie&det (esake^ ftate. 

Which envifw 'Aaedomigi]^. not) qa luifaaad; no 

He bears the goig^em'dModEm, and iiqs 

J|is eqaak gsfi^PSia 9^ftE«JK.«t ba:tkt»e. 

■< Yet 
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Yet how much greater thou, whom gen'ral Greece, 
That teems with mightieft ftates, fljall call her lord; 
Thee only worthy. How will Greece repce i't.$ 

Around thy throne, and hail th' aufpiciouc hour. 
When thou, leledled by the Ferfian king 
To bleli caa&Bting nationr with thy fway, 
Didft calm the filiy of uiji^wing , war, . 
Which elfe had deluj^'d sdl with blood- an^ flame*!' i ai> 

He laid. The chief replies not, but commands 
The The^ian youth, who near the tEnt bad v^tch'd". 
To fummon all the Grecians. He obeysl 
While from hM.ftat the hero moir'dj and bade 
The Perfian fellow. He amaz'd attends, 1 25 

Surrounded loon 1^ all the^ Grecian haads'; 
When him the:g9dHkc Spaotanthtis-b^pake: 

n 2 HsRE, 
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Here, Perfian, tell thy ambafljr, repeat. 
That to obtain my friendfliip Afia's lord ' 

Bids me accept the fov'reignty of Greece ; rju 

Then view this band, whofe valour fliall preferve- 
That Greece unconquer'd, which your king beftows, 
And ftrew your bodies on its crimfon plains: 
The indignation painted on their looks, 
And gen'rous fcorn iliall anfwer for their chief. 135 

The heroceas'd, when fuddenly returned - 
The fpeed of Alpheus ; all fulpended ftreight 
On him diieSi their light, who thus began> 

E ' E R I couli join the Pfiociahs, fiorii the hiHi 
Which overhung the clofe defile, Iview'd 140 

The pow'rs of Perfia. ©own the narrow ftiait 
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No {boner gleam'd th' innumerable ipears, 

But hj our angry deftiny mifled. 

Or fome eurft dsmon, enemy to Greece, 

The Phocians quit their Aation. Through the pais 14.5 

An inundation of Barbarians pours. 

The traitor Epialtes is their guide, ' . ■ . • 

And to Thermopyls diredls' theic courib. ■ ' ' 

: H E here concliidesk Unutterable, fc^r ; 
In horrid filence wrapt the M'nuig.tbioiig, 15,0 

AghaA, confounded; iiknt; too were tbofe, ,' 
Who knew no terrojiiv yet with wonder iliuttf, ' 
Thick-wedg'd inclos'd Leonidas around, 
'Who thus with calmeft elocution ^loke. 

I NOW behold my deftiiiy comi^eat^ 1 55 

And how at laft I^eonidas muft die. . j 

'I Here 
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Here with the Sputam fliall I- raft' bEhind 

While you, my faithful, btajra allies, retreat 

Then art thou near, thaa ^aaaaSr Sused hour, 

Whichihalt my countly's. libatty canfirml r6o 

All hail! thou folemn period! thee due tongues 

Of Virtue, Fame, and, Siesdom ihall record, 

And celebrate in. ^es yet: unboiiL 

Then O farewel, Megiftias wife and brave ; 

Thou too experraic'd, iienerable dba^ 165 

Qemophilut btpenel: farewel totlier 

Invincible DimncdoB, tm tfate 

Unequall'd> Qidiynunbusy. andlto dlj. 

You other dauntUfs wosriouts, who nwf. eUinr: 

Praife from my lipsy. andcfnend&ip: fiom lay brtait,. 17a 

You after all the wonders, which your fwords 

Hive here accom{>lifh'di. fluH' mriAyonr: namies^ 

With frefh renown. V4>ur voloBrmufi complestfi 

3 What 
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What we begin. Here fiift th' aftoniQi'd foe 

A dying Spartaip Biall with terrour view, 171; 

And tremble, while he conquers; then, by fate 

Led from his dreadfijl viftory dilmay'd 

Againft the phalanx of united Greece, 

By your unconijuer'd ^lears himfclf ihall fell. 

Heke inteipos'd the fierce Piataan chief! tSo 

By the twelve Gods enthron'd in hear n fiijweme. 
By my feir name un&lUed yet I fwaa. 
Ne'er fliall thy eyes, Leonidas, bdioH 
Diomedon foriake diee. Firft let ftrength 
Defert my limbe, and valour fliun my heart. i8j 

Did I not face the Ntirathonian war? 
Have 1 not fcen Thermopyfe? O Tame; 
What m(»e canft thou beftow, or I receive? 
Where can I livmg purchafe bri^iter -pratfe. 

Than 
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Than dying here? A more illuftrious tomb 159 

Where can I gain, than underneath the ^eaps 
Of Perfians fall'n the viflims of our fword. 
He ended, when Demophilus fuyoin'd, 

O KING of Sparta, pride of human race, 
Whom none e'er equall'd, but the feed of Jove, 195 
Thjy own forefather number'd with the Gods, 
Lol I am cJ4- With feltring fteps I tread 
The prone defcent of yeajTS. The winged hours 
Byrne, as one unequal to their Jpeed, 
Who can no loore their fleetii^ joys attain, 200 

JJnheeding Aide. My jouth my country claim'd. 
My age no more can ferve her ; whatremains? 
What eh^ble hope can wi/Hom form, . , 

But to die ■viaell? Upon this glorious earth 
With thee, unriyall'dhero,: will Iclofe . 205 

The 
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TheeveofJife. So fpake the hoary chief, 

When Dithyrambus next. O&ft of Greeks, 

Me too think worthy to attend thy feme 

With this moft dear and venerable man 

For ever honour'd from my tend'reft age, 210 

Ev'n till on life's extremity we part. 

Nor too alpiring let my hopes be deem'd; 

Should the Barbarian in his triumphs mark- 

My youthful limbs among the gory hSaps,i • 

Thence may his fears be doubled, when ^ain 215 

He meets in fields hereafter to be known ' '■ ' 

The Grecian ftandards, trembling at a Ibe, ' ■ 

To whom the flow'r, and blooming joys of lift 

Ak lefs alluring than a noMe fete. '■ ' ' 

To him Dembphilus. WHt thon too bleed, 220 
My Dithyrambiis?— *-But I here withhold - ' ■ 

Kk All 
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All counfel fronj thee, who stt wife, as brava 

If then thy magnanjiuiq' retpn 

Thee too with groit LfQai4a$ to fall, 

At either's fide our Iimt» ihitU ptefs the gtound, 32 j 

Aod drop togethec ia th^aiiRt; of Death;. 

So if th' attentive traveller yce ()ra^ 

To our cold reliqu^ won^dm ftall be trace 

The diiFrent fc^ftft, ap^ pf^naOt witi ai^«fe 

O wife old nian,,;g]£<4(Uf% thoji, well' haft pho& *3ffl 

The hour of fe^^S atA O MWaerfl'S )[PUffc, 

Who to thy countf5(.^i4ft rf% ^!(a9!33. ^yqftii 

Nfayft thou reni!^ (Q^qy;en^^?a:Jc^,Fa;c(^9;^ 

May Time.fj^ije. to.iMjt.l^l andm^ Peace. 

With gentleft pinions hovero'^, thjr u;:tt| . -!^^ 

His fece o'er(hadfif„,^dt,oifla| ^(jiet-^^ij, 

•; • ,T j Not 
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Not this the tear of anguilh, but deriv'd 

From fond afleSipa ^own tnafure, *itii timej 

Which in a feebler mind to pain had tum'd, 240 

But in the Thei^aa's fiwtt and virtuous breaA, 

Alone a manljr tcnd«rne& atpak'd . ' ', > : I. 

Unmix'd with pity, or with vain regret. 

Megistias laft addrefi'd tjie Spar^tan c^e|l .. . ' r> 
Thou, whom the Gods have chofen to ejalfi ;,■ ^^ 
Above mankind in yimie and renown, ,. ; 

O call not me prefiimptuqas, wH?.i(nplqre ; ■. ,: :; I' 
Among thefe heroes thy i^^d&l earl , . 

To Lacedxmon'I a, .ft^mger omait- 

You there prefetv'd m^ th^« wjtft honotire clad ; »^o ' 
Nor have I yet one beotfit repay'* 
That now theggi>e»i Spartans ulay beWd _ 

Kl a In 
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In me their high beneficence not vain, 
Here to their caufe I confecrate my l*eath. 

Not foMegiftias (interpos'd the king) 25 J 

Thou and thy fon retreat. Again the fter. '■ 



O 



Forbid it, thou eternally ador'd, 
O Jove, confirm my perfevering fouir • ■ ■ ) . ■. 
Nt)f let my fear nigleft this Kappy hotir 
To fliew the Spartans, I deferv'd theit- care. '' '26cr 
Thou, MenalippUs, hear Ae king's command, ' ' 
And my paternal tendirnefe revere. • - 
Do tliou withdraw thee from me, to niy hand 
Thy arm&refigning.' - Fortune wiUiiipply- '• r ■ -'• 
Frelh toil for valour, fenqmffi theiij or find 265 

A glorious grave; but fpate thy father's eye 

The bitter anguiih to behoy tjiy youth 

I Untimely 
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Untimely Weed before him. Grief fufpends 

His fpeech, and interchangeably their arms 

Impart their laft embraces. Either wept, 270 

The hoary parent, and the blooming fon. 

But from his temples the pontific wreath 

Megiftias now unloofens, and refigna 

His hallow'd veftments; while the youth with tears 

The helmet buckles o'er his fnowy' locks, 275 

And on his breaft adjufts the radiant maU. 

While fuch contempt of life^ fuch fervid zeal 
To dfie with glory animate the Greeks, 
Far other thoughts poffefe Aigeftes' foul. 
Amaze with mingled terrour fmote his heart ; 280 

Cold drops, diftUl'd from ev'ry pore, bedew 
His fciv'ring limbs; hia bofom pants; his knees 
Yield to their tanhen ; ghaftly pale hia cheeks> 

Pale 
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Pale are his lips and trembling: fach the minds 
£>[ flaves corrupt, to them the baauteouj &ce 485 

Of Virtue turns to hotrour. But the eUef 
Of Lacedffimon now tie wre«dj befpake. 

Return to XeraeS; t4ll him 00. dusroek 
The dedans faithful to thou' pofl await 
His chofen myriadsj t«U Win, thou haft fcdnj ago 

How far the luft of empiro a bAiw 
A free-bom mind: and teU him, to behold 
A tyrant hnmbfc^iind by wiwjwoii deaeip 
To feal my counny'»iieed«»i, isa gtjod^ 
Surpafling all, his hoafted gow'r can gt»e. 



He faid, thePferfiao h«fle«s.thioi^i4Bpafe 
But now onoe moie.:Diojaaa«B.!(t^ 
Wrath oveKate.hi,.fcB.{,^a, wfels fee.:fp»te. 



S95 



Ybt 
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Ye t more muft ftay and bleed. Inglorious Thebes 
Ne'er £hall receive her traitors back, but here 300 

Shall they attone their perfidy by death 
Ev'n fi-om their fwords, to whom their abjeft hearts 
Have fecrific'd their feidi. Nor dare to hope, 
Ye vile delerters of the public weal, 
Ye coward flavej, that mingled with the Heaps 305 

Of thofe, who perilh in their country's caufe. 
You {hall your fliame cooceal. Whoe'er ihaU pa& 
Along this field of glorious flam, and trace 
Wittt veneration ev'ry nobler corfe;' 
His foul, though warm with generous appku/e, 310 
A while ihall curb the tran%irt to repeat 
Its execrations o'er your impious heads. 
On whom dat^fite, wMdi gives to others famej 
b ioiamy and vengeance. ' Dreadfiil thus 

On 
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On the pale Thebans fentence he pronounc'd, 3 1 J 

Like Rhadamanthus, from th' infernal throne 

When with inexorable frowns he doom'd 

The guilty dead to ever-during pain; 

While Phlegethon its flaming billows roU'd 

Before their fight, and ruthle^ fiiiies (hook 3 20 ■ 

Their hifling ferpents. All the Greeks aflcnt 

With clamours echoing through the concave rock. 

F o K T H Anaxander in th'aflembly flood, 
And thus began with indignation ieiga'd' 
If yet your clamours, Grecians, axe allay Id, 325 

Behold, I ftand before you to demand, 
Why thefe my brave companions, who dope . 
Of all the Thebans under my command 
Durft force their paflage through difTuading crouds 
To join your hoft, Ihould now be traitors deemVl; 3 jo 

Aociis'd 
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Accus'd by one alone, a banifli'd wretch, 

Whom Lacedamon in her anger drove 

Far from her confines ; one, who meanly fought 

A lerrile court for (helter : has he drawn 

Such virtues thence, that Sparta, who before 335 

Held him unworthy of his native foil. 

Should truft him now. before auxiliar friends? 

Injurious Greeks! we fcorn the thought of flight. 

het Afia bring her millions; unconftraind 

We wait the conflidt, and for Greece will die. 340 

Thus in the garb of virtue he adofn'd 
Neceffity, deluding ev'ry Greek 
Except Laconia's hero. He perceiv'd 
Through all its feir diiguiie the traitor's heart. 
So, when at firft mankind in fcience rude 345 

Rsver'd the moon, as bright with native beams, 

LI Some 
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Some (age, that walk'd with Nature through her works. 

By Wifdom led, difcern'd, the various orb 

Itielf was dark, in foreign iplendours clad. 

Now unexpefted with his troop return'd 350 

Dieneces, and thus to Sparta's kir^. 

. I NEED not tell thee, that the Ferfian pow'rs 
Have pafe'd the fecret ftrait This night they halt. 
But with the morning will invade us here. 
We come to die with thee. United thus, 355 

Our ftrength a fiercer conteft ihall maintain j 
Whence a more bright example to our friends. 
And ftronger terrour of the Grecian name. 

He faid, when thus Leonidas began. 
O Spartans, hear, and all you other Greeks, 360 

Whole matchlefi virtue lhal| intoll your names 

la 



db, Google 



.BookVn. LEO NI DAS. 259 

jd Time's eternal recards, and inhance 

Your country's luftre^ lol the iettiog ion 

Inflames the broad horizon. All retire, 365 

And in your tents invoke the pow'r of fleep 

To aid your vigour, and to give your limbs 

Unwearied patience of continued toil; 

But when the iecond watch begins, let all 

With mutual exhortation roufe to arms: 370 

For loon, as Cynthia from the vault of heav'n 

Hath hung her fliining lamp, through Afia's hoft 

Shall death with honour and amazement rage. 

Their camp is open to our fwords, depriv'd 

Of all its chofen warriours. But I charge 375 

All, ev'n the Spartans, who are maim'd, or weak, 

To pain, or toil unequal, from our camp 

This hour to haften. You, our brave allies 

Of Corinth, Phlius, with th' Arcadiasibands 

LI 2 And 
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And Mycensans muft not yet return, 380 

But here, while we repofe, in arms remain; 
When we our tents abandon, then depart. 

H E faid, all heard obedient, and difpets'd ; 
While to his tent the godlike chief repairs. 
And with him Agis, whom he thus belpake. 3 85 

O Agis, hear and mark my laft command. 
With wary skill di(i)ofe the nightly guard. 
That no deferter from the Theban tents 
May reach the camp of Afia, or afcend 
To thofe now halting on the neighb'ring hills : 390 

Nor yet with us the faithlefi band muft join. 
Not with fuch bafe alTociates muft we truft 
Our great defign. Their perfidy might foon 
Find means to roijfe the unfuipefting foe, 

And 
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And all our glorious enteiprife confound. 395 

Then, O my &ithful Agis, e'er we move. 

While (m the fblemn facrifice intent. 

As Lacedsemon's ficred laws ordain, 

Our pray'rs we offer to the tuneful nine, 

Do thou in whilpere charge the Theban train 400 

Slow and in lilence to dilperie and fly. 

This &id, they parted. On his couch alone 

Reclines the hero, where he thus revolves. 

My fate is now impending. O my heart I 
What more aulpicious period could I chufe 405 

For death, than now; when beating high with joy 
Thou tell'ft me, I am happy ? If to live. 
Or die, as Virtue diflates, be to know 
The pureft blifi; if ihe her charms difplay 
Still beauteous, ftill unfading, ftill ferene 4 to 

To 
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To youth, to age, to death; whatever he ; • •' 

Thofe other clinies of UHcorruptire joy, ■'.-'■ 

Which Heav'n in darit fiitiurity conceals, 

Still here, O Virtue, .thoii art all our good. 

Then what a black, un^Kakable referfe 41 j 

The wretched offijving of Injuftice prove ? 

What in the ftruggle of departing day, 
When life's hit glimpfe extinguifliing prefents 
Th' unknown, inextticable gloom of death ? 
But can I paint the terrours of a breaft, 420 

Where guilt refides? Leonidas forego 
The horrible conception, feek again 
Thy own untroubled heart, and grateful bow 
To thofe benignant pow'rs, who fram'd thy mind 
In crimes unfruitfiji, never to admit 425 

The black impreflion of a guilty thought. 
■Elfe could I fearlefs thus relinqiiifh life.? 
■ I No. 
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No. Such unfliaken calmneis from th' unjuft 

Is ever abfent. Oft in theni' thi rage 

Of {bme prevailing paffion for a time ^.jo 

SupprelTes fear. Oft hurried on they lofe 

The fenfe of danger, when dominion, pow'r; 

And purple pomp their dazzled fight enchant 

Yet ftill the joys of life alone they fedt. 

But he, who calmly meets refiftlels fate, 435 

When glory only, and the gen'ral good 

Invite him forward, muft poflels a foul. 

Which all content deducing from itfelf 

Can by unerring virtue's conftant light 

Difcern, when death is worthy of his dioice. 440 

The man thus great and happy, in the fcope 

Of his large mind is ftretch'd beyond his date j 

Ev'n on this flmre of being he in thoughr 

Supremely 
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Supremely blefi'd anticipates the good, 

Which kte pofterity from him derives. 4^ 

^Tb E hero clos'd his meditation here. 
The fwelling transits of his mind fubfidc 
In foft oblivion, while the filken plumes 
Of fleep envelop his extended limbs. 



£»</ of the Seventh Book. 
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The ailment. 

Leonidas rijmg about three hours before midnight relates to an ajfemhly 
of the leaders a dream^ ivhicb is interpreted by Megijiias; he then 
arms bimfelf and marches, in procej^n leitb his whole troop to am 
altar newly rais'd on a neighbouring meadow, and there offers a 
facrifce to the ^itfis! be invokes the affiance of tbofe Goddeffes^ bf 
animates his companions, and then placing bimfilfat their head leads 

■ them againfi the enett^ in the dead of the night. 



SCARCE was begun the fecond watch of night. 
When his pavilion Agis left, and fought 
The chief of Lacedaemon. Him he found 
Spread on his tranquil couch, while, o'er his &ce 

M m DitlUs'd, 
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DiiFus'd, a glad ferenity with fmiles j 

His flumber painted; like an ev'ning sky 

Yet ftreak'd with ruddy light, when (iuniner funs ' 

Have v^il'd their beaming foreheads. Ttanlport fill'd 

The eye"of Agis. Friendfhip fwell'd his heart, 

And veneration. On his knee inclin'd lo 

The hero's hand he kifi'd, and thus began. 

O T H o u with more than human virtues great, 
Accept this homage I and may gentle fleep 
Yet longer clofe thy eyelids, that unbkm'd 
I thus may bow before thee. Thus he fpake, 15 

And, proftrate bent, his godUke friend rever'd, 
Whofe eye the fliades of {lumber now for&ke. 
So, when new riling heav'n's refplendent orb 
Illumines firft the fable skirts of night. 
The white-rob'd Magi, or the Indian feers 29 

Are 
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Are feen from Ganges, or Euphrates' fide. 
Before th' emerging glory bow'd to hail 
The radiant emblem of th' immortal mind. 

Both heroes rofe, and mix'd their kiindly arms,' 
And now to Agis had the Spartan king ' 25' 

Difclos'd his foul; when lol the Grecian chiefe. 
All rous'd, advancing with the fudiden gleam 
Of armour pierc'd the twilight fhade. With joy 
Leonidas accofls them. . O thrice hail I 
My virtuous fiiends. Approach, and all attend, . 30 
While I relate, and you with wonder bear. 
This night no fboner fleep opprefi'd my brows. 
But o'er my head the empyreal form 
Of my great fire Alcides fcem'd dilpky'd. 
I law his magnitude divine; his voice 3 j 

I heard, his Iblemn mandate to arife. 

Mm 2 I 



db, Google 



a68 LEON I DAS. Book VIII. 

I rofe. He bade me follow: I obey 'd. 

Up to a mountain, whofe ethereil brow 

Th' involving clouds divided, we afcend. 

E'er long we refted, fuddenly the howl 40 

Of wolves, and dogs, the vukme's piercing fliriek, 

The yell of ev'ty beafli and fowfof prey, 

Within m,y ears dilcordant broke. Iturn'd. 

When lol a furfepe all wili gore defbrm'd 

Beyond my view illimitaiile ftretch'd, 45 

One vaft expanft of horrour. There a corle. 

Which with its huge dimcnfiona fcem'd to hide 

Th' unbounded; jJain, lay welt'ring, red with Wounds 

Delv'd in th' enorajtws Kmhs, which bleedmg goig'd 

The vulture's famine.' Wond'ringT 'beheld, . ' jo 

When from behind I heard a iecond finiiid; 

lake furges trembling o'er a craggy fhore. 

Again I turn'd. An ocean there appeard 

With 
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With riven keels, and fhrouds, and (hiver'd oars, 
With arms, and mangled carcafis beftrewn 5 j 

Innumerous. The billows foam'd with blood. 
And whelm'd a crimfon deluge o'er the ftrand. 
But where the waters unobferv'd before 
Between two adverfe fhores contrafting roU'd 
A ftormy tide, upon the beach, forlorn, 60 

One of majeftic ftature I defcried 
In ornaments imperial. Oft on me 
He bent his clouded eye-balls. On my name 
With imprecations oft he call'd aloud. 
Then rent his ^endid garments, and his head 65 

In rage divefted of its graceful hairs. 
Impatient now he ey'd a flender skifij 
Which mounted on the curling foam approach'd. 
With indignation, and reluftant grief 
Once more his fight reverting, he embark'd 70 

Amid 
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Amid the perils of the frowning waves. 

O thou, whofe virtue rank'd thee with the Gods 

(I here exckim'd) inftrua me wliat produc'd 

This defolation ; when the God return'd. 

Let thy aftonifli'd eye again review 75 

What thou didft late abhor. I look'd and faw 

A land, where Plenty with difjjorting hand 

Pour'd all the fruits of Amalthea's horn ; 

Where bloom'd the olive, and the cluftring vine 

With its broad foliage mantled ev'ry hill ; 80 

Where Ceres with exuberance inrob'd 

The pregnant bolbm of the fields in gold ; 

Where fpacious towns, whofe circuits proud contain'd 

The dazling works of wealth, unnumber'd flione, 

The ftrength and fplendour of the peopled land. 85 

Then in a moment clouds obfcur'd my fight, 

And all was vaniih'd fi-om my waking eyes. 

3 Thrice 
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Thrice we falute the omen (thus began 
The fege Megiftias) in thy myftic dream 
I fee the Grecian viflories. The earth, 90 

The deep £hall own their triumphs ; and the tears 
Of Afia, and of Lybia fhall bewail 
Their offipring caft before the vulture's beak, 
And all the monflrous natives of the main. 
Thofe joyous fields of plenty ihall be Greece 55 

Enrich'd with conqueft, and Barbarian fpoils. 
And whom thou faw'ft in regal vefture clad 
Print on the fands his folitary Aeps, 
Is Xerxes foil'd and fugitive Irom Greece 

Megistias thus, while ev'ry bofom felt 100 

Enthufiaftic rapture, joy beyond 
All fenfe, and all conception but of thofe, 

Who 
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Who die to fave their country. Here again 
Leonidas th' exulting chiefs addrefs'd. 

Since happinefi from virtue is deriv'd, 105 

Who for his country dies, that moment proves 
Moft happy, as moft virtuous. Such our lot 
To this the gods fliall add eternal feme. 
But now go forth, Megiftias, and with Ipeed 
Prepare the viftim, and the (acred flames ; no 

That to the Mufes, as the Spartan law 
Commands, our pray'rs and offerings may be paid, 
E'er to yon camp our boftile feet we bend. 
But, O remember, ftom the Iblemn rites 
Let ev'ry found be abfent, not the pipe, 115 

Nor ev'n the mufic-breathing flute be heard. 
Meantime, ye leaders, ev'ry band inftruift 
To more in filence, nw with fliouts alarm 

The 
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The midnight ftilinels. Mindfiil of their charge 
The chiefs depart. Leonidas provides j zo 

His various armour. Firft the breaftplate arms 
His ample chefi. O'er this the hero fpreads 
The mailed cuiraTs fiom his ihoulders hung. 
The fhining belt infolds his mighty loins. 
Next on his ftately temples he ereds 1 25 

The plumed helm, then grafps his pond'rous fhield ; 
Where nigh the center on the fwelling brafs 
Th' inimitable artift had imbols'd 
The (hape of great Alcides, whom to gain 
Two Goddefles contended. Pleafure here 130 

Won with fbft wiles th' attrafted eye, and there 
The form of Virtue dignified the Icene. 
,In her majefUc fweetnefi was difclos'd 
The mind fubhme and happy. From her lips . 
Seem'd eloquence to flow. With looks ferene, 13J 

Nn But 
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But fix'd iMcnt upon dre fbfl of Jove, 

She wav'd her hand, where winding to tJie tkies 

Her paths afcended. On the fummit ftood 

Fame, and prbtended her eternal tfortip, 

Incumbent on a IrSphy ftfiSf to heav'ri. 140 

The youth attentive to hef wiflom own'd 

The prevalence of Virtue ; while his eye 

With all the fpirif, wliich rsdeetti'd the world 

From tyranny and Bioftftets, ardtnt ilaiti'd } 

Not undefcried by PleafUfe, Where lie lay 14^ 

Stretch'd on a gaigeous cafpet, which bdprad 

Hii meadow with iiiagnificencei Around 

Were floured Strega, tfnd wantonly in rUls 

Soft ftreams maearidef'd. All refax'd fc* linAs: 

Nor wanting yet foliciro'de » gain, j ;o 

What loft Sie Fear'd, as flmggling with delpair 

she feem'd c6lle(aing aH her power of charma. 

And 
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And with <xce6 of Aveet allorement foul'd : 

In vain; for Virtue Avay'd Abides' oiiad. 

Hence all his bboun. Tnc'd with vxrious art 155 

They fill'd the fut£uc of the %acious targe. 

This portraiture of ^ary on hie arm 

I^conidas fupporti. Then fon^ he taw'a 

From his pavilion. With didr troops airay'd 

The chiefs attended. I'laming torches blais'4 t^o 

In ev'ry hand. Aiiid now with "ftlent pace 

All to the folemn fioriikie proceed. 

Firft Polydorus \tdth the ballow'd ksHe, 

And barley ftrenr'd with Ikcred lak advanc'd. 

Diomedon befide himi ia his gra:^ 1^5 

A weighty maee fitftaini^. iJixAete& 

All bright in armour with his fliield and fpear 

Megiftias follow'd, anunlpottedpciefi. 

And dauntlefs warriour: Ftt>m on high his helm 

Nn 2 With 
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With wreaths around the fhining creft reveafd 170 

His facerdotal honours. By the horns, 

Where laurels twin'd, with Alpheus Maron leads 

The conftcrated ox. And lol behind 

Leonidas approaches. Ne'er before 

With (uch tranfcendlng majefty he trod, 175 

Nor his own virtue, as that hour, enjoy'd. 

Then venerable moves the Theljnan chie^ 

And great Dieneces. To them the bloom 

Of Dithyiambus glowing with the fenfe 

Of future praife fueceeds, with graceful fteps i So 

The gen'roos Agis next ; the Thebans laft 

Repining and inglorious. Then flow march 

The hoft all mute, nor Ihake their brazen arms. 

Not fiom Thermcyyis remote the hills- 
Of Oeta yielding to a fruitful- dale 1 85 

Within 
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Within their fide half-circling had inclos'd 

A fell expanfe with verdure iinooth. The bounds 

Were edg.'d with wood o'erlook'd by fnowy diffi, 

Which from the clouds bent frowning. From a rock 

Above the loftieft fummit of the groves 190 

A tumbling torrent wore the fliagged ftone, 

Then gleaming through the interwoven ftiade 

The valley water'A O'er the level fhone 

Its glafly bofom, and with placid waves 

The fmiling lawn divided. Near the banks, 1 95 

Which flow'rs made various, new-erefled flood. 

A ruftic altar, which a chofen train. 

Appointed by Megiflias, rais'd with turf 

Cut by their falchions from the verdant mead : 

Broad was the furfece, high with piles of wood, aoo 

The plenteous tribute of th' adj&cent groves. 

All inteilpers'd with laurel. Here a vafe 

Fill'd 
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Fill'd with the teiny waters <(f the fia, 

(More pure than ev'ry Areatn, or iouMiinn, deeai'd^ 

Was plac'4 befidt the iltar. There widi ■wine ^05 

Uiunix'd capacious goblets ilicDd atrsng'd. 

ilere is the vidim bfeught. MegiAiai flKdght 

His helm unloo^s. With iiis hoary bead 

Uncover'd Kxuhd die feJcmn yile he treaife, 

And with abmnch of lautd fcattxrs mite eio 

The facred moifture of the main. His hand 

With mingled fak and hsctky next beftwfrs 

The altar, and the viSim. O'er ■die beitm 

Th' inverted goblet feiami«g w«h the g«pe 

Diffus'd the rich Kbaaoft. Now advanc'-d Sij 

Diomedon. Megiftias gave tfonnnand. 

Bswn fuftk the TiSim with a deathH 'fy^e. 

Nor groan'd. M^iftiasTMiries in Ae throat 

Tlie hallow'd fleel. A-crimfori •deluge flews. 

Swift 
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Swift fiom the limbs the filming hide is torn, 220 

The flefh diffever'd on the altar heap'd. 

Now fmoaks the pile, then fudden flames abroad. 

A burft of fplendour diffipates the dark. 

Greece throngs around. Each lifts a fparkling brand 

With beaming javelins intermix'd, andlhields, 225 

And polilh'd helms, which multiply ?he blaze. 

Meantime the great Lconidas drew nigh. 

And ftood before the altar. There his helm 

Unclafp'd to Agis he commits, his Hiield 

And fpear to Dithyrambus, then his armi 230 

Extending thus in fupplication Ipoke. 

HARMoNions daughters ef CMy mpran Jove, 
Who on the top of Helicon ador'd, 
And high Parnaffus, with delighted ears 
Bend to the warble of Caftalia's wave, 355 

And 
2 

Digitized 
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And Aganippe's njiurmurs, if from thence 

We muft invoke your prefence ; or along 

The ridge of neighb'ring Findus if your fteps 

Now wander through your confecrated bow'rs, 

Thence turn, ye Mufes, nor for once difdain 2+Q 

Each with her beauteous form thefe hills to grace, 

And fland th' immortal witnels of our &te I 

But with you bring fair Liberty, whom Jove 

And you moft honour. Let her {acred eyes 

Approve her dying Grecians, let her voice 24.5 

With exultation tell the earth andbesv'ns, 

Thefe are her fons j then ftrike your tuneful fliells. 

And with our praile bid harmony rejoice. 

Record us guardians of our parents age, 

Our matrons virtue, and our infants bloom, 250 

And glorious bulwarks of our country's laws. 

Who (hall enoble the hiftorian't page, 

3 Or 
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Or on the joyous -felKval infpire 
With loftier ftrains th« virgins choral fong. 
Then, O celeftial maids, on yonder pamp 255 

Let night fit heavy, and a fleep, like doath, 
Weigh down the eye of Afial O infufe 
Arool, untroubled ^irit in our breafts. 
Which may in-filence guide our daring feet 
Through all the paths- of flaughter, nor afinght 260 
The dark with tumult, till the dying groans 
Of gafping tyrants into horrour wake 
Tchfi midnight calm I Then tutti Deftrudion wild. 
Bid Terrour and-Confufion revd round. 
And in one caniage'jwap the Barb'tous ranks, 265 

Their horfe, and chariots. Let the burning fteed ~ 
Imbrue his hoofi withjjlood, and fliatter'd cars • ' • 
iCnifli with their -brazen weight the proftrate ne<iks ' ' 
Of kings, and purpled chiefi incirded rotmd ' •• •'■ ■ 
Go By 



db, Google 



2Sz LEON I DAS. Book VIII. 

By nations feU'n. — ^You, countrymen and friends, 270 

My laft commands attend. Your gen'ral's Voice 

Once more falutes you, not to roule the brave, 

Or minds relblv'd and daundefs to confirm. 

Too well by this expiring blaze I view 

Impatient valour fla(h from ev'ry eye. J7J 

But temper well your ardour, and your lips 

Clofe on the rifing tianfport. Lo! how fleep 

Hath folded millions in its black embraoe. 

No found is wafted from th' unriumber'd foe. 

The winds themfelves are fiJent AU conQiires -280 

To this great faciifice, where thoulands foon 

Shall only wake to die. Perhaps our /words 

This night may fend ev'n Xerxes' felf to lead 

Th' innumerable train of Perfian ghofts 

To Pluto's dreery fhade, unlets reftrv'd 285 

From all tl)ia ruin, to lament his (hame,. 

And 
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And future flight, when Greece confounds that pow'x, '. 

Which we will fhake. But now the fecond watch 

Is verging to its period, and the moon 

Prepares to glimmer on our darldbme fteps. • 490 

Let each his head diftinguifli with a wreath > 

Of twining laurel, then the goblet crown, 

And fliare the viaim. Take your lafl: repaft, 

Tor with your fathers, and the heroes old 

You next fhaU banquet in the bleft abodes. 29>5 

While thus the hero, through the thronging files 

Prefenting round a hideous depth of war 

All (hook with ardour their erefted fpears 

Thick, as the fruitful growth of lofty pines. 

Which from high Pelion's cloud-invefted brow 300 

T& heav'n's blue vault their flately honours bear, 

Megiftias foon through all the band divides 

The facred laurel : fhatch'd with eager zeal, 

Oo 2 By 
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By ev'fy hand, 4itd t6aDi each fceltnrt wore 

It blends its verdure with die flcating pluffless jp^; 

Then is the vidim> portion'd,. while the bowl 

Flows with the vine's imptnpled fiteatn. Atool. 

The Theban ftain in wan deje6Uon mtite 

Biood o'er their fhame, or caff a Sigtittd eye 

€>n that detetmitt'd virtue, which ufimov'd 310 

At &te's approach with chearfnl Bps could tafte 

Th« Iparkhng goblet, and with joy partake 

That laft and glorious banquet Ev'n the heart 

Of Anaxander now forgets its wiles. 

Its fear no. more diflembling. Agis here 31 j 

For ever mindful of his friend's command 

Mix'd: with the Thebans, and in. whifpeis thus. 

LsoNiD.AS permits yau bo retire: 
While in the rites of facrifice employ 'd 

None 
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None heed your motions. Separate, and fly 336 

With filent fteps. At once the Theban troop 

Its ranks diffolving from the Greeks withdraws. 

Unfeen it moulders from the hoft, like fnow, 

Which from the mountains in ten thoufand rills^ 

Soon as the iun exerts his orient beam, 335; 

Defcends foft-trickling, while the hoary heap 

Infenfibly decays.- The Grecians foon 

Conclude the folemn banquet, and their chie£ 

Now reaffumes his arms. Before his ftep- 

TFhe croud rolls backward. In their gladden'd" ^ht 330- 

His creft irradiate with th' uplifted brands 

Its purple fplendbur Ihakes. The tow'ring oak- 

Tlius from a lofty promontory waves' - 

Its majefty of verdure, while with joy 

The Tailor niarks its hcav'n-afcending pride,, 335; 

• ■ -. 
Which from, alar direfts his foamy courfe 

Along-, 
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Along the pathlefs Ocean: fo the Greeks 

Exulting gaz'd, as down their op'ning ranks 

Their chief proceeds ; from whofe majeftic grace 

A foul like thine, O Phidias, might conceive 340 

In Parian marble, or effulgent brafs, . 

The form of great Apollo j when the God, 

Won by the piay'ts of man's afflifled race. 

In arras forfook his lucid throne to pierce 

The monfter Pythpn in the Delphian vale. 345 

Clofe by the hero Polydorus waits 

To guide deftruftion through the Allan tents. . 

As the young eagle near his parent's iide 

In wanton flight elTays hisvig'rous wings. 

E'er long with her to penetrate the clouds, 350 

To dart impetuous on the fleecy train. 

And dye his beak with gore; by Sparta's king 

The injur'd f olydorus thus prepares 

3 Hit 
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His arm for death, and feafts his angry foul 
With promis'd vengeance : his impatient thoughts 355 
Ev'n now tt^i^rt him furious to the feat 
Of his long £irrows not with fliackled hands. 
But now once more a Spartan with his fhield, 
And dreadful ipear to lead his country's bands, 
And with them vengeance. Nor ths reft of Greece 360 
Negle<ft to form. Their helmets now unite 
Their various plumage, as th' intwining boughs. 
Mix their broad foliage in Dodona's grove; 
Or hke the cedars on the Syrian hills. 
Which with their fhady texture, as with n%ht, 365 

The gloomy foil o'ercafl. In order'd ranks 
While thus they ftmd, faehdd a warlike form 
In gleaming arms flow-ni6ving through Ae ilade. 
Led by a Have, approach'd Laccaiia's king, 
And thus addre&'d him. 'O Leonidasj • * 370 

Thou 
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Thou feeft before thee Eurytus, a name 

To thee and ev'ry Spartan nOt tuiknown. 

Thy niling voice forbade the maim'd to ftay ; • . 

I, whofe dark orbs no longer know the &n, 

Immeis'd in fudden Uindnels fiooe our^naich 375 

From Lacedxmon, with the reft withdrew, ' ' 

Not to revifit Sf>arta« but, tetblv'd 

To meet the Perfisins, in the f ubUc way . 

I fat ; not loE^ 'befoK th' inpKafiqg finiitd 

Of trampling feet alarm'd me, which I deem'd 380 

Were Perfia's numbeiSTuQal^lTom the iiills: 

I ftarted upwar4 ^grafpmg in ray;hand . ^ 

My fpear and buckler, ^jymyiflavE avithheld, . 

Who told nje, Aey were Tbebani. ' lal Uaam ■ 

The tydJifgrjofjithfiir flj^t 'Aad BO)«t,.-4iiy.cjfltf '^85 

Andcountrymeo, fiicweL pOfyouproce^, 

With death'and teraii^ffill thehoftile^ oaii^^ 

a While 
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While I the fury of th' exulting foe 

Defending from the mountains here await 

To yield the laft remains of tedious life. 390 

Now to my country ufelefi, and to me, 

And clofe thefe ihaded eye&ia^endlels night. 

He ceas'd) when thu» Leomdasi£egan. 
Then ftay, my &idiftil foldier, and obtain 
Not the leaft honours in this glorious nightj 3^, 

And you, my brave affoeiates, all exult; 
Obe fpirit now in^ires usj fi<s(n our band 
Doubt, feat^ and treafbn with die Thebans fly :: 
While all with mutual confidence advance. 
And equal fires. This faiid, once more the king 400- 
On the deep fhalanx his attaitive eye 
Reverts, and- through the Tuddy gleam dcfcries 
One fiice of gladnefs; but th' illufbious van- 

Ep He.' 
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He moft contemplates: Agis, Aipheus there, 

Megiftias, Maron, and Platsa's chie^ 405 

0ieneces, Demophilus are drawn, 

And Dithyrambus. Tfaey their fixed 4ight 

On him too bend with inexpreffive joy. 

With love, and veneration, till they hear 

His laft command j when inftant to the earth 410 

Are call th' extinguilh'd brands. On all around 

i^ps ludden darknefi, on the hills, the woods. 

The filver flream, the rocks, and floating main. 

It now was midnight. To the hoAile camp 

With ftep compos'd and filent down the pafi 415 

The phalanx moves. Each patient bofom huQi'd 

its ftruggling ^irit, nor in whifpers breath'd 

The rapt'rous ardour, virtue then infpir'd j 

But all await the moment doom'd to give 

2 ' The 
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The Barb'rous millions to their deathful fteel: 420 

So low'ring clouds expanding from the north 
Awhile fulpend their horrours, deffin'd ftion- 
To blaze in lightnings, and to burft in ftorms> 



End of the Eighth Book. 
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BOOK IX. 



The argument. 

Leonidas and the Grecians penetrate through the Perfian camp io the 
very pavilion of Xerxes ^ who avoids defiruBion by flight. 'The Bar- 
barians areflaugbter'd in great multitudes^ and their camp is fit on 
fire. Leonidas conduSis bis men back to Thermopyla, engages the 
PerfianSy who were dejcended from the bills, and after numberlefs 
proofs ofjiiperiourflrength and vahur finks down c&ber'd with wounds^ 
and expires the lafi of all the Grecian commanden. 



THE waining moon difpl^M her gleaming horns. 
When o er th' unguarded bound of Afia's camp 
Nowpafc'd the Grecians. Through th' unnumbered tents. 
Where all was mute and tranquil, they purfoe 

St Their 
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Their filent B>3fc\i,, The e^ftpai world around 

Lay ftretch'd ip flwnber, tjiotjoijle^, and deaf, 

Wrapt in the dead: fefMrijy of ijjght, 

ISpr mark'd the ftepf. of f aje. The y/say Greeks . 

By Po^dflnjf gHided ftill prpcqed- ' - :■ 

Ev'n to i\fe nmtit of ti}' lexe^nfivje hp/J 

Unfeen they pjefcc'd, ' s^hfin, no?y tji' imperial toit ■ 

Yet diftant r<i^ fcyfs* fhsm-...*?J4e|ar9iifld 

The proud psvifepn fljstyh'iJ ^n apple (pace, , 

Where myria^jipigj^t Ipjj^le. Hjere^ bapd ; ; ,,. 



^93 



of chofcn Perfians, jKatchW r^un^. Aeir kjpjt;. 
Held thdr OQauTfld ftappn, , Af the be?Os 
Of anxious n^iipns. mcpac'd.5Vth.jJie Wl^fte 
;<^f meag«r §^nine,i and th^ ^tl^da fwofd . 
Sink in their fr<»en bqfoms, while ddpair 
Sees fibr-ingend^'d fantoms in the dcy, 
Aerial hofls amid the douds an^yVl, ■ ■ * 



i*S 



Which 
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Whidi feem to (hake the firmament with war; 
Portending woe and death ; the Perfians thns: ' 

Are fmote with conflernation, as the moon 
By her feint beam difcover'd from afer zj 

The gUmpfe of Grecian arms/ With iudden Cries' 
They waken Horrour, which to Xerxes' couch^ 
And o'er- th* aftonifli'd hoft, fwift- winged flew . = . 
Di^>elUng fleep and filence. All the camp -.-:;.. 
Pours forth its numbers naked,- pale, unarm'd,' ' i jio. 
Wild with amazement, blinded by difinay,, ; :;_ '■ 
•To ev'ry foe obnoxious; when at once- '-^ ' '■• ' 
Plung'd in ten thbii&nd-'breafl& the Grecian ;fteel : . ' 
Reeks with deftrrafSoh.- Deluges of blcKKf^' i- .: .0 
Floato'er the field,' arid foam airoand.th^^hiaps'..' 3-5 
Of wretches flaih; tinoonfcious of the haiKf, 
Which mows them- down by legions. From his oouAj . 
Thelordof Afia, anid'df Lybiaftarti, ' ' '. 

(Amaze, 
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(Amaie, affiight, difttaiaiou in his look) 
And fees in thought unitM Greece adrance.' . ::. 40 
Where then was fled the empty prjde <^;king5, _ 
The hope of glory, and the luft of .pow'r ? 
What then avail'd th' innumerable- (apge 
Of thy huge cainp &ve only tocoficeal ; 
Thy trembling ftep, O Xerxes,' while thou flieft. 45 
Leonidas before the Grecian van 
TJiiough lileeding thpufands hews bis dreadful way. 
Before him Terrour ftrides. Gigantic Death, 
And Defolation at bis fide attend, 
With all the. Furies of in&tiate war. jo 

To Xerxes' tent the hero fpeeds, nor finds ; 

His viaim. Arfent throngs of Grecians fill 
The ftately manfion ; to the ground are hurl'd 
The glitt'ring enfigns of imperial pow'r: 
The diadem, the foepter, late ador'd 55 

And 
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And fear'd by millions, underneath their feet 
With mingled rage and fcorh rite Crtcians crufli, ' ' 
A Ikcrifice lb FtetdSm. Now retilrh ' . i . . 
The furious batads. Leohid^s ekahi , 
For new deftruaiotthiBirififtlefi Ipsat^ 66. 

When fudden nig!« a'*tf4rouds the ijiaii^ed te&v'ils, 
And clouds ebhdehfing irtWrceJ)t Ae mooii. 
Black o'er the &irrow'd*ma{n ^ ^a^i% saA 
In wfiirlwiHds.fii*«f{ft fife A#^. i jfewiiiiatt'the'oeQtfli- 
The crafliiBg foreffisj iftd the civerh'd fSckt. 65; 
Swift through the camp A6 hiWricmi iaipelU 
Bs dire career, when Afia^ iiuAbel*, -vwTd: 
Amid the ihelt'ring horrours oif &t '&tiiia, 
Evade the Sffaitah kiice. ■ The^jiteiaiBKalt,- 
By great ijio'nidas rfeftraih'di aad wSft: ' J^Q 
Near Xerxes' tehl their iD%h'ty kSider's WiB. : 

BE.sinA 
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Beside the high pavilion iiom the time. 
That Xerxes near Thermopylae had drawn 
His num'rous bands, perpetual fire had flione; 
Before whole facred light the Perfian lord 7J 

Was wont among his Ma^ to adore 
The power of OromaldeS': piles dl wood 
Lay nigh, prepar'd to &ed the conftant flam« 
Thefc on the altar by the Greeks are ftrewn. 
So wills Laconia's hero ; while the winds 80 

Excite the blaze, his phalanx he divides ; 
Four bands are form'd by Dithyrambns led. 
By Alpheus, by Diomedon, the laft 
Himfelf commands. The word is giv'n; the Greeks 
Prefi to the fire ; loon Ihrink the burning heaps ; 85 

Dellni<Sive flames they brandilh, and, injoin'd 

Q-q To 
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To reaffemble at the regal tent, 

By various paths the hoftile camp invade. 



Resistless defolation now involves 
The Malian fields, as o'er the eaftern tents 90 

From diffient ftations flew ten thoufand brands 
Huri'd by the Greeks unrelpited. The winds 
With violence redoubled breathing round 
Tempeftuous rage exa^ilate the blaze. 
The conflagration, like a fea, expands ; .95 

Colleded now from ev'iy part it forms 
One waving furiace of unbounded fire. 
In ruddy volumes mount the curling flames 
To heav'n's dark vault, and paint the midnight clouds. 
So, when the north emits its purpled lights, 100 

The undulating radiance ftreaming wide. 
As with a burning canopy, invefts 

Th' 
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Th' ethereal concave. Oeta now difclos'd 

Its forehead glitt'ring with eternal froft, 

While down the rocks the foamy torrents flione. 105 

Far o'er the main the pointed rays were thrown ; 

Night fiiatch'd her mantle from the ocean's breaft ; 

The billows glimmer from the diftant (hores.. 

But where afcends a pillar huge of fmoke 

With wreathing flames incircled, Honour there iio 

And Death on great Leonidas attend. 

He bade th' exulting Polydorus lead. 

Where Aiia's horfe and chariots ftood arrang'd ; 

There at his word derouiinE Vulcan feafis 

On all the tribute, which Thei&lia's meads 115 

Yield to the fcythe, and riots on the heaps 

Of Ceres emptied of the ripen'd grain. 

A flood of fire envelopes all the ground ; 

The cordage burfts of ev'ry blazing tent ; 

Q^q 2 Down 
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Down fink the roois, and overwhelm the throi^ i lo 
Of wretches panting (rbm the Spartan fword, 
Ck>re-wedg'd with fear ; the Libyan chariot barm, 
Th' Arabian camel, and the Perfian fteed 
Bound through the fiery deluge ; wild with pain 
They fhake their finged manes, with madding hoo6 i z j 
Daih through the blood of thou&nds mix'd widi flames, 
That rage augmented by the whirlwind's blaft. 

Meantime the iccpter'd lord of half the glbbe 
Through the wide tumult, like a guilty flare, 
From tent to tent precijMtates his flight. i jo 

Difpers'd are all his iatraps; Pride itfelf 
Shuns his dcjefled Im-ow; Defpair alone 
With pale Confufion, and with frantic Fear 
Wait on th' imperial fugitive, and fhew. 
As round the c^mp his eye diftraSed tares, Ji J5 

I No 
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No limitj to deftrudion. Now was lien 

Aurora mounting from the eaftern hills 

In rofy fandals, and with dewy locks: 

The winds fublide before her, darknefs flies, 

And ftreams of light proclaim the chearful day. 140 

When now at Xerxes' tent the Grecian band 

Was reunited. What could Fortune more 

To aid the valiant, and to gorge revenge i 

Lol Delblation o'er the Perfian hoft 

Hath emptied all its faorioun j «'n the hand T45 

Of languid daughter drops its ctimfim ftedj 

Nor Nature longer can fuflain the toil 

Of ever-duiiog conqueft. Yet what powr 

Among the Grecians once again reviv'd 

Their droc^ing warmtb; new-l»ac'd their nerves, andcaU'd 

Their wearied fwords to deeds of brighter fame? 151 

What, but A' in^tiring hope of gkxiixis'daiitli -. 

To 
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To crown their kbour, and th' aufpicious look 

Of their heroic chief, which ftill unchang'd, 

Still with fiiperiour majefty declar'd 155 

No toil had yet telax'd his matchlefs ftrength, 

Nor worn the vigour of his godlike Ibiil. 

Down to the pais with gende march he leads 

TV imbattled warrion. There behiiid the flirubs, 

Which near the verdant feet of Oeta fpruiig, 1 60 

Befide the entrance of the ftraits the Greeks 

In ambufli lay. The tempeft now Was calni'd; 

Soft breezes only from the Maliaii wave 

O'er each grim face befmear d with fmoke and gore 

Their cool refrefliment breath'd. The healing gale i 65 

Difpells the languor from their harafi'd limbs, 

Which fwell with ftrength returning. After all 

Th' inceffant labours of the horrid night 

Through flames and war continu'd, they prepare 

In 
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In brder'd battle to confront the pow'rs 1 70 

Of Hyperanthes, that fele^led band 

From Afia's numbers, deftin'd with the morn 

To pafi the mountains in triumphant march 

With ftrength unwafted, and with fouls elate. 

Not long the Greeks in expedation flood 1 7 j 

Impatient. Sudden with tumultuous fhouts, 

like Nile's fwift current, where with deafiung roar 

Prone from the fteep of Elephantis (alls 

Its fea of waters, Hyperanthes pours 

His rapid legions o'er the Grecian camp 1 80 

Down from the hills precipitant. No foe 

Is found to flop the torrent; on they roll 

With thund'ring footfieps o'er the founding pais. 

That night no fboner had the Theban train 
Thermopylae forfaken, but their cpurfe 185 

They 
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They bent along the mountains, till tbey met 

The pow'rs of Xerxes. Dusky twilight ftill 

Pterailing, Perfia with mifguided rage 

Aflail'd her friends unknown. Th' impetuous fpear 

Of Hyperanthes dtwe the feithlefs heart . 190 

Of Anaxander ; on, the hero prefi'd. 

And Ipread deftrudioa through their bleeding ranks; 

Nor check'd his ardent vakwr, till he heard 

The name of Thebes in fuppliant cries proekim'd : 

The Perfians then receive them, in the front 195 

As guides they place them, and, amaz'd to leam, 

That daring Greece fliould Xerxes' camp invade, 

HaAe from the mountains, ruih along the pafs, 

And now tumultuous iffiie frt>m its mouth. 

At once Laconia's leader gives the fign, 200 

When, as th* impulfive ram with dreadfril fwiy 

O'erturns the nodding nmpart from its bale, 

And 
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And flrews a town with ruin, lb the band 

Of ferried heroes down the Malian fleep. 

An hideous depth, the blendedvnumbers fwept 205 

Of Thebes and Perfia. There no waters flow, 

But horrid rocks prefent their craggy fides ; 

There dafli'd whole legions. From their mangled limbs 

A tide of blood rolls foaming to the fea. 

Again thy voice, Leonidas, is heard; 210 

The Grecians turn ; againA the op'ning pals 

They point their wheeling phalanx ; on they rufli. • 

Aftonifh'd Perfia ftc^ in full career, 

Ev'n Hypeianthes ftarts with terrour back. 

Confijfion drives firefh numbers from the Ihore, 215 

"Whelm'd in the Malian llime. Th' undaunted king 

Of Lacedsmon enter'd now the ftraits. 

And rang'd for battle. Hyperanthes fbon 

Recall'd his chofen warriours from their fear. 

Rr Swift 
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Swift on the great Leoaidas wBi bent 220 

A grove of darts 5 th' iacount 'ring armie* clos'd. 

Whom firft, whom laft, great S{>artatt, didft thou foil } 
What rivers hsard along their echoing battks 
"thy name in curies founded from the Kps 
Of mothers wailing for thtir flaughter'd foosi S2J 

What towns with empty ftionumens Were fill'd 
For thofe, whcMn thy unconquerable fwwi 
This day to vultures caft ! Firft Beffus died, 
A haughty fatrap, whole tyranmc hand 
Deljjoil'd Hyrcania of her golden flieavtSi ^36 

And laid her forefts wafte. Vix him the bees 
Among the branches interwove their fweets ; 
For him the fig was ripen'd, atld the Viile 
With rich profufion o'er the goblet foam'd. 
Then Dinis Ued. On Hermus' fide he teign'd, 233 

And 
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And long had (ought with unavailing love 

Great Artemifia £im'd in Xerxes' fleet, 

The martial queen of Caria. She difdain'd 

The lover's foit complaint; her dauntlefi ear 

Was taught to mark the tempeft, while it rag'd ; 240 

Her fight was praflic'd from the rolling deck 

To brave the chafing billows; doom'd to meet 

That day of horrour, when the weeping eye 

Of Xerxes law the blood of nations flow. 

And to its bottom tinge the briny floods 143, 

Of Salamis, whence (he with Afia fled, 

She only not inglorious: low reclines 

Her lover now; on Hermus' banks no more 

To found her name, nor tell the vocal groves 

His fruidefs Ibrrows. Then Madauces fell, 250 

A Paphlagonian bom amid the found 

Of dafliing furgcs, and the roar of winds ; 

Rr 2 Who 
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Who o'er th' unhofpitable Euxine waves 

Was wont from high Carambis' clifF to watch 

Th' ill-fated bark, which cut the Pontic ftreain> 455 

Then with his dire aflbdates through the deep 

For Ijxjil and flaughter guide his hoftile prow. 

With thefe Tithrauftes fer from Medus fall'n. 

His native ddcj with blooming ftrength indu'd. 

And manly grace, Lilaus, who had left 26a 

The balmy fragrance of Arabia's fields, 

And Babylonian Tenagon expir'd. 

His braveft friends on ev'ry fide o'erthrown 

With indignation Hyperanthes view'd, 

Andin fierce hafte his dauntlels aim oppos'd a6j 

To Sparta's hero. Each his lance protends, 

But thoulands m(h with interpofing (Welds, 

Such &cred lives all anxious to defend ; 

Or thither Fortune urg'd the tide of war, 

a Their 
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Their term protrafting for augmented fame. 2 70 

So, when two gallies lab'ring thix)ugh the foam 

Prefeat for battle their deftruflive beaks, 

The billows oft, by hurricanes impeU'd, 

With mountainous commotion dafli between, 

And either bark in black'ning tempefts vcil'd 275 

Waft from its diftant foe. But fiercer burn'd 

Thy ardour, mighty Spartan, while in blood 

Thy falchion rag'd unwearied. Now the fteeds 

Of day were climbing their meridian fteep; 

And o'er the Perfian camp the fliouts of war 28<i 

Burft from Thermopylae. Pharnuehus heard. 

Who from his couch beyond the Malian plain, 

Rous'd by the tumult in the ncighb'ring tents 

To aid his lord had left Theffalia's fields 

With Syria, Cholchis, and Armenia's bands, 285 

Th' Aflyrians, and Chaldaeans. Afxa's camp 



db, Google 



310 LEON I DAS. Book IX. 

Was ftill the feat of terrour and defpair. 

As in fome fruitful clime, which late hath known 

The rage of winds and floods, when now the Aorm 

Is heard no longer and the deluge fled, «$0 

Still o'er the wafted region Nature mourns 

In melancholy lllence, through the grore 

With proftrate glories lie the ftately oak 

And elm uprooted, while the plains are fpread 

With fragments fwept from villages o'eithrcwirn, 295 

And round the paftures flocks and herds ate eaft 

In weltring heaps of death j fo Perfla's hoft 

In horrour mute one boundleis fcene dilplays 

Of defolation : half devour'd by fire 

Its tall pavilions, and its warlike can 300 

Hide all the field with ruin; here in gore 

Its princes he, and namelefi thou&nds there; 

Here legions bleeding by the Grecian fteel. 

There 
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There Perfians flain by Perfiaiis ftill declare 
The wild coniufion of the direful night, 305 

When wanting fignals, and theit leaders cart 
They rufli'd to mutual (laughter. Xerxes' tent 
On its exalted fumniit, when the dawn 
Firft ftreaks the glowing sky, was wont to bear ' 

The golden form of Mithm, clos'd between 316 

Two lucid cryftals, to the Barb'rous hoft 
An awful fignal all in arlfts to leave 
Their crouded tents, aftd nuraberlefs to wait 
Their irioflatch's ptefenee; this Pharmlchus rears 
High on the proud pavilion! at the fight S'S 

Their conftemation is at length difpell'd. 
And through th' affettlbling nations hope revives. 
rliarnuchus then from all the number forms 
A chofen train; Thefmopyla he feeks; 
Their march in loudeft clamours is proclaim'd. 32b 

His 
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His phalanx {bon Leonidas commands 

To circle backward from the Malian fliore : 

Their order changes ; now half-orb'd they ftand 

By Oeta's mountains guarded from behind 

With either flank united to the rock. 325 

As, by th' excelling aichitefl dilpos'd 

To lliield feme haven, a ftupendous mole 

Fram'd of the grove and <]uarry's mingled ftrength 

in ocean's bolbm penetrates afar ; 

There ftands the pride of art againft the weight 330 

Of leas, unmov'd, and breaks the whelming furge: 

So, when Phamuchus with innum'rous pow'is 

Thermopylae had fill'd, th' unyielding Greeks 

Oppos'd the hoilile deluge, and its rage, 

Unfliaken ftem'd. Amid the foremoft rank 335 

Leonidas his dreadful Aation held. 

Before him foon an horrid void is feen 

Through 



db, Google 



BookJX. LEOlSIIDAS. 313 

Through Perfia's legions, and the proud remains 

Of nobleft chiefs tV inlanguin'd rock beftrew. 

Pharnuchus glowing with revenge and wrath 3+0 

Difcharges full at Lacedaemon's chief 

His iron-ftudded mace. Afide it glanc'd, 

Turn'd by the mafly (hield, and prone to earth 

The Perfian fell. Alcander to die rock 

Transfix'd the. proftrate fatrap through the reins, 345 

Himfelf receiving in th' unguarded fide 

The lance of Hypetanthes. Low he Kes, 

The only Theban, who by Sparta's king 

Abode intrepid, and to Greece prefervM 

His &ith untainted ; a phyfician 6ge, 350 

Who from Cithajron each benignant herb 

Was wont to gather, and expatiate o'er i'\ 

The Heliconian {siftures, where no plant 

Of poifon fprings,'but fuch, whofe healing juice 

8f Exp?Ils 
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ExpeUs the venom irom the viper's tooth 355 

Fill'd with the fweetnefi of the (oil divine: 

Him all, who languiih on the bed of pain, 

Him moft, the wretch, whom want, and ficknefi ^read; 

On earth's cold breaft n^leded, {hall deplore. 

On him the brave Artontes finks in death, 36a 

Renown'd through wide Bithynia now no more 

The dam'rous lites of Cybele to Ihar^ 

While Echo murmuR through the hollow caves 

Of Berecynthian Dindymus. The hand 

Of Alpheus fent him to the Ihades of night. 365 

E'er trom the dead he di£ng^'d his Ipear, 

Huge Abradates glorying in his ftrength, 

SurpafSng all of Cifiian race, advanc'd 

JTo grapple with the vidor ; near him now 

Plis fbremoft ftep the Perltan plants, his hand 370 

Gralps at the Spartan's {boulder. Alpheus once 

t At 



db, Google 



Book IX. LEON I DAS. 315 

At Nemea's games the wreftlets ctown otjtain'd, 

His art he iummohs, and his rapid foot 

Obliquely ftrikes againft the Perfiaii's heel; 

He falting feiz'd on Alpheus' neck, and drag'd 37J 

His toe upfttt hirni. Streight an hundred darts 

Of thronging Perfia deare the Grecian's back. 

To Abradates' breaft the weapons pierce, 

And rivet both in death. This Maron &.W, 

And Polydorus, who with viftims &irn 380 

Before their vengeance hide their brother's corfe. 

At length the gen'rous blood of Maron warms 

The lance of Hyperanthes. On the Ipear 

Of Polydorus &lls the pond'ious ax 

Of Sadan \ferdus; from the yielding wood 385 

The fleely pmht is fever'd. Undilmay'd 

The Spartan ftoops to rear the knotted mace 

Of flain Pharnuchus; but thy &tal fword, 

Sf 2 Abrocomes, 
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Abrocomes, that dteadliil inftant marks 
To rend his op'ning fidec unconquer'd flill, jgo 

Swift he difcharges on the Sacian's front 
An horrid wound, that reach'd the burfting braini. 
Down his own limbs the while a torrent flows. 
Of vital crimfon ; fmihng he fiirveys 
His Ibrrows ending, and hisSpartan name jgg 

Renew its luftrc. Sudden ta his fide 
Springs Dithyrambus} through th' uplifted arm 
Of Mindus pointing his impetuous dart 
Againft the bleeding Spartan he impeUs: 
His fteel reliftlefs. Polydorus now ^oa 

Stretch'd his cold hand to Thefpia's friendly chief,, 
Then bow'd his head in. everlafting peace; 
And Mindus wafted by his flowing wound- 
Befide him faints and dies. In Ninus old. 
Had his exalted aoceftais fuftain'd. ^j 

Th? 
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Th*Afljnian (ceptec. Now to Perfia's tbame 
A. tributary lord he nii'd the vales. 
Where Tigris fwift between the parted hiUs. 
Of tall Niphates draws its ibaraing tide, 
Impr^nating the gleb^. At once a croud 410 

Of ardent Perfians feize the conqu'ror's kace : 
An hundred arms infold it. TheQ>ia's youth 
With one fttong hand maintains the ftruggling Cpaif„ 
The other bares his falchion. Through his foes 
With lightnbg wing'd it Icatters wounds and death. 
Artaphrenes in torture feels his arm ' ! ' 4I 6. 
Lopt from, the flioulder. Zacis leaves bis hand 
Yet twining round the long-dieted lance. 
On Pheron's neck deicends thepond'rous blade;. 
Down drops the fcv<er'd head ; the vital ftream • 420: 
Spouts from its purple iluices. Mardon flrides. - - 
Acrofi the pointed alk. His weight o'ercpmes- ; ' 

The- 
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The wearied Greckn, who tefigns hi* hdW, 

Yet cleaves th' exulting PerfifUi to the Itfain. 

But now the fktce Abr6come» approach'd, 425 

And louring ihakes hit dait The yriry Greek 

With his broad buckler intercepts the ftroke, 

And clofes with the Perfian. Then what aid 

Of mortal foree, or inteipofing heav'n 

Pre&tr'd the eaflem warrior? Lo) the fiieod 43 cJ 

Of Teribazus eager to avenge 

His lor'd companion) and at once to guard 

A brother's life, beneath the finewy arm 

That inftant rais'd for flaughter plimg'd his lande 

In Dithjnambus' fide; The vital ftrings 435 

At once relax; nor Fame, nor Greece demand 

More from his valour, and fupine he lies 

In glories r^ien'd on his blooming head. 

JCm ihall the'The^nan vitgins in dieir longs 

Record 
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Record one lovelieft of the youthful train, 4.40 

The good, the gentle, generous, and brave ; 

Now &ll'n his country's grace, and parent's pride 1 

So iinks the cedar, wliich in verdant bloom 

High on the top of Libonus had ftood 

The mountain's boafl, and glory of the grove ; - 445 

Then to adorn the maniions of the great. 

Or dignify fome God's high-vaulted &ic 

Uprooted low'rs its heav'n-affNring head. 

Diomedon burfls forward. Round his friend 

He heaps deftrudion. What a troop of ghofb 450^ 

Attend thy fhade, fall'n hero I Long unmatch'd 

Ptevail'd his vengeful arm, and Perfla Ued ; 

Till four AfTyrians on his fhdving lance. 

E'er yet extraiAed^inn a proffaate corfe. 

Their pond'rous maces all diicharge. It broke. —^tS^ 

Yet with the truncheon c^ his fhatter'd fpear 

The 
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The Greek fuftains the conteft. Through his ejre 

The fliiver'd fragment penetrates die brain 

Of one bold wSrriour ; ' there the Jplintry wood 

Infix'd remains -. the hero then unOieaths 460 

His falchion broad ; aiecond views aghaft ■ 

His entrails &lling, while Platsa's chief 

From the gafh'd belly draws his reeking fword : 

Prone finks a third beneach the ^chion's weight; 

Though with the furious ftroke the yielding blade 46 J 

Flew from the hilt, and left the.Greek difarm'd : 

The fourth ihat inftant lifts his knotted mace ; 

It fails iellftle& on the batter'd hehn. 

And low the great Diomedon extends 

His mighty limbs. So weakienM by the force ' 470 

Of fome tremendous engine, which die hand 

0£Majs impells, a flately tiiiret ipreads 

Its difliniting tamparti on die phin; 

Joy 
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Joy fills th' aiTajlants, wUIc the battle's tide 
Whelms o'er the widening brc^. The Periuuu (hu$ 
O'er the late-fear'd Diomedon had rufli'd, - 476 

And fwept the Greeks before them ; when behold ■ ■■ •■ 
LeonidasT At once their ardour feoze.; 
He h»d a while within the orb retir'd, 
Oppre&'d hy labour. . Now with ftrength leftor'd 480 
He pours freCh ruin fiorh the Spartan front. 
As, long retarded by th' unmoving caim. 
Soon, as a riG^g gale frefh-breathing curls . 
The fuiging main, agwi the velTel bounds 
With all her op'ning iails ; the hero thus 4 S{ 

His buckler huge, and formidable ipear 
Adrancing, through the Afian files renews , ' 

>His courfe of flaugl)ter. Deltiny compeUs 
The bold Hyd^mes to th' unequal fight, 
Vfho proudly vsunting left his weeping bri4e . 490 
Tt To 
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To mourn his aUbnca on the £Sant vvige 

Of BaArim Octnis. Vi^xBy-invain 

He parting promis'd. Wanton hope no mote 

Round bill csM lieart delufire Spoets, nor paints 

Th' imagin'd pomp erf' tdnmphs, gargeoos fpoili, 495 

And trains of ihackled Greeks. The Sputao pieic'd 

Hi* (hieldt and burfting ccffelet From t&cdain 

The vidor draws. Im imn-'painted fpeax 

Bent, and infeehled with die forcefiithlow. 

Meandme within, his buokler's veiget iin&ea' - 5C» 

Amphiftreus ftealing in tH' unguftrdttd fltinit ■■■,.<'•' 

Ifij poniard ftruds. Widi iWift efiiifion gufe'd 

A crimfon torrentj but the'&afyniait ■■ 

Immediate dea«h-i«p^<t Th-' infEgnjHlt Jiing. 

Gripes with refiifttoii- might the Per&aV throat, 505 

And drags liim pro&atfc; Ifene in Xerxes' court ■ 

-W»s more c6Tr\ipt,:-wilij Mdietwie mbrcbiflii ' ' 

I With 



db, Google 



Book IX. LEOf^IDAS 5^ 

Wkh tancour axire ftUacioui. Phrygia pin'd 

Beneath th' oppRffion of Ms ruthlels fway. 

Was there a field once ihiitfii], or a town 510 

Once popiUous and rich? The hocrid change 

To want and de&latipn there declar'd. 

The cuis'd Amphiflreos govem'd. As die ipcar . 

Of TjTJan Cadmus riveted to earth 

The pois'nous dragon, whofe infeSious btcatti 515 

Had blafted half Beotiai fi> the chief 

Of Lacedxmon trampling <m the neck 

Of M'n Amphiftretis fix^ to the roqJE ' 

The gaii^ng tjnan^ and hj^ broken lanoe 

leaves in the panting corle. Meanwhile thy wound 5 to 

Inceflant flows, great faeroi and augments 

The hopes of Perlia. Th<)u unyielding ftill 

■Suflain'ft the oonteft, while unnumber'd darts 

Are fliiver'd <Mi thy buckler, and thy feet 

T t a With 



db, Google 



314 LEONIDAS. Book IX. 

With glitt'ring points beftrew ; the Cholchian fwdrd, 5 25 

And Perilan dagger leave their {hatter'd hilts ; 

Bent is the Cafpian fcymetar ; in vain 

The Sacian wheels his falchion, and their mace 

The ftrong Chaldseans and Aflyrians raife : 

Thou ftand'ft unlhaken, likea.Thracian hill, 530 

Like Rhodope, or Hxmtis ; where in vain- 

The thund'rer plants his Evid bolt, in vain ■■■ 

TKe glancing lightning cleaves th' incnifted fciow. 

And Winter beating with eternal war 

Shakes from his dreery wings difcordant ftorms, ' 5-35; 

Chill fleet, and clatt'rihg hail. But now advanc'd 

Abrocomes, and aim'd his deadly (pear 

Againft the forehead of Liconial's chie^ 

Not unperceiv'd ; the Spartan's aftive hand 

His fword oppofing upward rears the blade 540 

Againft the threatning javelin; o'er his creft 

Its 
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Its fury waftes in air, while iwift descends 
^The pond'rous falchion on the Perfian's knee : 
At once the bone is' fever'd ; prone he falls ; 
Cruih'd on the ground beneath ten thou&nd feet 545 
The gallant warriour breaths the lafl remains 
Of tortur'd life. The Spartan thus maintain'd 
Th' unequal combat with his fingle fwoid. 
But Agis calls Dieneces, alarms 

Demophilus, Megiflias ; they from heapt 550 

Of Allarodian and SaQ>erian ilain 
Hafle to their leader, and before him raife 
The brazen bulwark o( their maffy Ihields. 
The foremoft line of Afia flands and bleeds j 
The reft recoil: but Hypeianthes ftrides 5 js 

From rank to rank throughout his various hoft. 
Their dying hopes rekindles, in the brave 
Excites new valour, and the freezing heart 



Of 
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of Fear revives. ASafpes fitft obey'd " 

The hero's nm'rr, a fieice Cfealdean lord $6j» 

Vain of his btith frsih aotient &elus drawn, 

iVoud of his wealthy Aores, and ftatdy domes ; 

But now moi« proud by conqueft, fince his might 

Had foil'd the flrong Diomedoa. He feeks 

The front of batde. His viflnriom mace 565 

Againft the brave Di&ieces he bends; 

The weighty blow bore down th'oppofing fliield, 

And cruQi'd the Spartan's flxx^der: idle fasmgs 

The buckler BOW, and toads th' inactive aim 

Depriv'd of all its fixnflions. Agic bares J 70 

His vengeful blade, and fevers from the ibe 

His hand exalted &r a lecond ftroke. 

The dying fingers with convulfive gralp 

The &lling mace infdd. ASacianchirf 

Springs on the viftoc. Stjurtes' banks j 75 

'■'- To 
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To this have £ivage gave his name and luith. 
His looks aeSt, and fierce deportment ^ke 
A bold and gallam: ^xrit, but untam'^ 
With dieery wilds familiar, and a race 
Of rude Baibatians horrid as their clime. j8o 

The hoftile fpear, ^ainfl his fiirehead aim'd, 
Glanc'd upward, and o'ertum'd his iron cone: 
The blow renew'd his burfto^ cheft dividea. 
Th' undaunted Sacian writhes along the lance. 
Which griding palles through his breaft and bade, 585 
A barbed arrow fiom his quiver draws, 
Deep in the ftreaming pap of Agis bides 
The deadly ftee), then grimly finiler and dies. 
From him Fate haftens to a nobler pi^ ; 
For lo! the brave Di^neces prefents 590 

. His breaft obnoxious to a riioufind dkrt*. 
The Ihield de&tts hisun&ftuning-arm. 

And 
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And Aides to earth. A grove of javelins rofe 

On his broad Ijofom. StiU for ev'ry wound 

He hurl'd a Perfiari to di' infernal gk»m;' 59^ 

But life at length fn-fook his riven heart. 

And o'er the rock the gating hero flretch'd 

His dying limbs in gore. Who now can ftand 

The torrent of Barbuians ? Agis bleeds, ' 

His Ipear is ixEecovcr^ly plung'd 600 

In laxartes' body. Low reclines 

Dieneces in gore. The Spartan chief 

Himfelf o'erlabour'd, of his lance difarm'd 

The rage of Death can exercile no more. 

One laft and glorious efibrt age performs. 605 

Demophilus, Megiftias join their might, 

And ftem the floods of conqueft ; while the ^lear 

Of flain Di6neces to Sparta's king 

The fainting Agis hore. The blazing fteel 
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In that diie hand again for battle rear'd 6io 

Blafts all the PerGan valour. Back in heaps 

They roll confounded, by their leader's voice 

In vain ejchorted longer to endure 

The ceafelels wafte of that unconquer'd arm. 

So, when the giants fiom Olympus chas'd 625 

Th' inferiour Gods, themfelves in terrour fhun'd 

Th' inceilant ftreams of lightning, when the hand 

Of heav'n's great &ther with eternal might 

SuAain'd the direfiJ conflid. O'er the field 

Awhile BeUona ftills the rage of war ; 620 

When Thefpia's leader, and M^iftias drop 

At either fide of Lacedsmon's king. 

Beneath the weight of yeare and labour bend 

The hoary waniours. Not a groan molefts 

Their parting Ipirits, but in death's xalm night, 625 

AU-filent, bows each venerable head : 

Uu Like 
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Like aged oaks, whofe deep-ddcendii^ mote 

Had pierc'd refifUefs through the mountain's fidtj 

And there for three kmgccoCuriai had bca^'d 

Each angry guft of Eurus, and die Norrii; 63.0. 

Till, lapleis aow hj Time's deipoiling hand, 

V5d>out a blaft their raoBy tnmks redine 

Before their parent faiQ. By Sparta's chUf 

None now retnaiits^ but Agm, wbo itnplorti 

The laft kind oiSoe froKi hit godlike fiiend, ^35; 

The Sacian's 'arrow from his pop *o diam^ 

This done, life iffuM wilt die fengiiine tidei. ' 

Thy comely faitures, Agi«, now are pak ; 

Ck>ld are thy graceful tirabs, md^im thy- eyo, 

Which now as atoie with placid beams teveal. £40. 

The native virtues of t}»y gentle breaft. 

The noble corie Leonidas forveys. 

Fate, yields him one fliortintervalof.peace; 

To., 
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To know how lovely are the patriot's wounds, 
And fee thofe honours grace the man,, he lov'd. 64J 
But Hyperanthet with his fingle fpear 
Forth from the trembUng ranks of Afia tow'rs 
His country's glory to redeem, or fall. 
The Spartan worn by toil his languid arm 
Once more uplifting waits the dauntlels prince. £54 

The heroes now flood adverfe. Each a while 
Reftrain'd his valour, and Us godlike foe 
Admiring view'd. Such majcfty and ftrengdi 
To fierce Pelides all incircled round 
With Trojan dead ; and fuch to Priam's ion 65 j 

By ftru^ling viitne, and by manly Ihame 
From flight recall'd, great Homer's fancy gave. 
O thou exalted o'er the laord'd train 
High, as the fweet Calliope is duon'd 
Above each vigin of the tuneful hill ^ £&) 

U u 2 Now 
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Now let one beam of thy celeftial liglit 

Part through my lab'iing mind'; left Freedom mourn- 

Her chofen £>n dilhoeeur'd in the& ftiaioU 



Now Hyperanthes, and Laconia's king- 
With biandifh'd points, and targets high upreard 665, 
Gbmmeace die &tal combat, which muft clofe- 
The long-continu'd honours of the day; 
Fix'd with amaze and fear, the A{ian £Qes 
Unmov'd and filent on their bucklers pauie: . . 

Thus o'er th' expanfe of India's wilds contend 670 

The elephanti and horn'd rhinoceros ; 
Earth groans beneath themi as with wrath untam'd; 
Each hideous bulk in dire encounter meets : 
With diftant terrour.gaze the ferage throngi 
Prolong'd by varied art, the dubious fight *!7i 

The great event fufpended. On the foe. 
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His well-aim'd {pan at laft the Spartan drove, 

And pierc'd the fhietd. Inexorable fete 

That moment hover'd o'er the eaftern princq 

When with unmatch'd celerity afide 680. 

He fwung his buckler; underneath his arm, 

Unftain'd with blood the hoflile javelin pa&'d r 

Meantime, with joy, and ardent hopes date- 

Of fame and conqueft, Hidden he impell'd 

His rapid lance againft the Spartan's throat; frSj 

But he with wary skill his target rais'd, 

And o'er his fhoulder tum'd theglancing fled ; 

For one laft effort then his {catter'd ftrength- 

Recall'd, and wheeling with refiftlefe force 

His mafly buckler dafh'd the- brazen verge- 6go 

Againft tUe Perfian's forehead : down he funk 

Without a groan expiring,, as o'erwhdn».'d 

Bsneato: 
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Eeneatli a marble fragment from its feat 

Heav'd by a wliirlwind fvveeping o'er the lidge 

Of fome afpiring maofion. Gen'rous prince! 6 JJ 

Whjt could his valour more ? His fingle might 

He match'd with great Leonidas, and fell 

Before liis native bands. The Spartan chief 

Now (lands alone. In heaps liis flaughter'd friends 

All ftretch'd around him lie. The diftant foes 700 

Show'r on his head innumerable darts. 

From various fluices gufh the vital floods, 

And {lain his feinting limbs. Nor yet with pain 

His brow is clouded, bnt thofe beauteous wounds. 

The facred pledges of his own renown, 705 

And Sparta's fafety, with iereneft joy 

His doling eye contemplates. Fame can twine 

No brighter laurels found his glorious head. 

His 
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His virtue more tx> labour Fate forbids. 

And lays him now in honourable reft 710 

To feal his country's liberty in deatL. 



End of the Ninth and Jjifi Book. 
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ERRATA. 

i. ». 1. 130. Tor/ult'ry r. filtry. 
160. for hrea/is r. bearts, 

3. 31.1. 332.407. for pcynard T. poHiM'd. 

600. after Greece put : 
61 1, dele the flill point 

4. 177. for Pettc^ii T. Peuc^es. 
375. after /e^ dele the comma. 

5. 393- for from r. with. 

7. . ,170. for , put . , 

8. 52. for tremhling t. tumhlit^. 
952. for ^w^& r. enneble. 
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